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East Side Enterprise
Center Offers Business

Resources
Jennifer Herman, Forum staff

The  Enterprise  Center  at  804  Margaret
Street houses offices for the Latino Econom-
ic  Development  Center  (LEDC),  the  Day-
ton's  Bluff  District  Council,  Urban  Oasis,
Shared  Ground  Agricultural  Cooperative,
and the East Side Area Business Association
(ESABA)  and is  buzzing  with  activity.  On
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  nights,
the  Neighborhood  Development  Center  of-
fers classes for entrepreneurs who need help
putting  together  business  plans  and  deter-
mining what financing they will need to start
their business. On Wednesday nights, LEDC
offers  an  entrepreneur  class  for  Latino
clients. The Biz Cap Initiative is a loan readi-
ness  program  that  helps  minority  start  up
business  owners,  current  business  owners,
and women business owners prepare to apply
for a  business loan.  The  program does  not
guarantee loans but offers assistance that will
enhance  their  ability  to  present  a  stronger
business plan to a lender. If you are interest-
ed in the Biz Cap program, contact Brenda
Reid  at  brenda@daytonsbluff.org.  To  learn
more about other programs, stop by the En-
terprise Center today!

When the Community HQ and other En-
terprise Center meeting rooms aren't holding
entrepreneur classes, they host meetings for
Community Council committees, Urban Oa-
sis, and even the Dayton's Bluff District Fo-
rum.  With  a  two-week  notice,  your  group
could have a meeting in this beautiful build-
ing.  To get all  the details and reserve your
room  today,  contact  Tong  Thao  at
tong@ledc-mn.org.

East Side Open Market is the
 new name of your local

 farmer's market
Diane May, special to the Forum

“The markets were started with the inten-
tion of empowering the community vendors
to run it on their own,” Tabitha DeRango told
me last week. And that is exactly what is hap-
pening. 

There will again be a market at the First
Lutheran  Church  of  St.  Paul  this  farmer's
market season, which kicked off in Dayton's
Bluff on Thursday, April 23. The market will
have the same great products you have come
to expect (Just Jelly!) and some new ones you
will love. Brenda Olson of the Heavenly Day
Cafe  has  told  me  that  the  wood-fire  pizza
oven is installed and they will be one of the
food vendors at the market this year.  But, I
am skipping ahead to the end of the story. Let
me start at the beginning .

Four  years  ago,  Megan Davis  and  Diane
May met at the Entrepreneur Training classes
held at the Dayton's Bluff Community Coun-
cil offices. Megan was starting David Urban
Farm,  as  well  as  beekeeping,  selling  her
chicken's eggs, and growing organic vegeta-
bles all from her modest yard in the Hillcrest
area. Diane was 20 years out of being an art
major in college and dreamed of showing off
the  positive  things  about  our  neighborhood
through her art.  

See “Market,” continued on page 4.

Primero de Mayo: Licencias de Conducir para usted marcha hasta el Capitolio

Por el personal del Forum
Partidarios de la campaña, Licencias de conducir para Usted, se reunirán en el East Side Enterprise Center, 804 

Margaret, el viernes, Primero de mayo a las 3:00 de la tarde, para realizar una marcha hacia el Capitolio. Allí, el 
grupo del Lado Este de St. Paul se reunirá con miles de partidarios de los derechos de los inmigrantes y de car-
reteras seguras. Hasta hace 10 años, la ley estatal de Minnesota permitía la expedición de licencias de conducir a 
todo conductor cualificado sin importar su estado de inmigración, y sus defensores quieren que se reinstaure la ley. 
El Dayton's Bluff Community Council dio su apoyo a la campaña en una resolución aprobada por la Junta Directiva
el 16 de marzo.

La marcha comenzará en el East Side Enterprise Center, tomará East 7th Street y luego la Cedar Street hasta el 
Capitolio. Los organizadores tomarán precauciones para que la marcha sea ordenada y segura con la ayuda de vigi-
lantes voluntarios y se notificará al Departamento de Policía de St. Paul de sus planes. Para más información, lla-
mar a Henry al 651-793-4912 (español), o a Nicole o a Tong al 651-772-2075 (inglés).

Se anima a las personas del Lado Este de St. Paul, que estarán en Minneapolis el Primero de mayo, a participar 
en la marcha de apoyo a la campaña licencias de conducir para todos. Se reunirán a las 2:30 de la tarde en Lake 
Street y Nicollet Avenue South con una manifestación programada para las 5:00 de la tarde en el Government 
Center, 300 S. 6th Street, Minneapolis.

Art in the Hollow:
Artists in Action!

Forum staff

   Swede Hollow Park, one of the
first neighborhoods in St. Paul's im-
migrant history, blooms in June with
Art in the Hollow, with open air
artists, performers, and a public
sculpture contest. Our tradition of
nurturing and showcasing local talent
continues with performances, demon-
strations, sales, and plein air artists
creating in the park, representing past
and current cultural communities.
Artistic media runs the gamut rang-
ing from sculptors and weavers to
glassblowers and photographers. The
stage will be filled all day with
Hmong and Native dancers, Italian
accordionists, and Mexican mari-
achis, joined by African-American R & B, American Bluegrass music, and Hmong spoken word poets. On Saturday,
June 6, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., come down into Swede Hollow Park to discover a deeper beauty, and to find art at 
its roots. 

   There is still room for artists, performers, and sculptors to apply. Please visit: www.artinthehollow.org or face-
book.com/artinthehollow

May 1: Your Driver's License Campaign supporters to march to the Capitol

Forum staff
East Side supporters of the Your Driver's License campaign will assemble at the East Side Enterprise Center,

804 Margaret, at 3:00 pm on Friday, May 1, for a march to the Capitol. There, the East Side contingent will meet
up with thousands of other supporters of immigrant rights and safe roads. Until 10 years ago, Minnesota state law
permitted the issuance of drivers licenses to any qualified driver regardless of his or her immigration status and
advocates want to see the law reinstated.

The Dayton's Bluff Community Council gave its support to the campaign in a resolution adopted by the Board
of Directors on March 16. The march will continue from the East Side Enterprise Center down East 7th Street and
up Cedar to the Capitol. Organizers will ensure a safe and orderly procession with the use of parade marshals and

will  notify  the  St.  Paul  Police
Department  of  their  intentions.
For more information, call Hen-
ry at 651-793-4912 (Spanish) or
Nicole or Tong at 651-772-2075
(English.)

The  same  day,  Eastsiders
who will be in Minneapolis on
May 1 may want to attend the
other  march supporting drivers
licenses for all. 

That  one  will  assemble  at
2:30  pm  at  Lake  Street  and
Nicollet  Avenue  South  with  a
rally scheduled for the Govern-
ment Center, 300 S. 6th Street,
at 5:00 pm.

Dayton’s Bluff
Community Council
804 Margaret Street
St. Paul, MN 55106
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New Friends of Swede
Hollow Are Welcome

Do  you  enjoy  Swede  Hollow  Park
and  care  about  its  history  and  future?
Join us for  the next Friends of  Swede
Hollow  monthly  meeting.  Email  kar-
in@swedehollow .org  or  call  651-776-
0550 for the date, time, and location of
our next meeting.

Get Rid of Your Junk Car 
Budget  Towing  of  Minnesota  is

owned by Roy Carlson, a former Day-
ton’s  Bluff  Community  Council  board
member.  Budget  Towing  will  remove
any junk car or truck, from anywhere in
St. Paul, and dispose of it at no charge.
The  vehicle  owner  will  receive  paper-
work for a tax donation, and Roy will
make a small donation to the Communi-
ty Council. Call 651-772-2075 to have a
junk car  removed – and help clean up
Dayton’s Bluff.

No Dayton's Bluff Take-a-
Hike in May

This  month,  instead  of  the  usual
Take-a-Hike, we will hold a special Bird
Watch Walk in Swede Hollow Park on
Saturday May 2, from 9:30 to 11:00
a.m.  Meet at Swede Hollow Henge (en-
ter  Swede Hollow through the Drewry
tunnel  on  Beaumont  Street,  one  block
south east of Payne and East Minnehaha
Avenues).  A  limited  number  of  field
guides and binoculars will be available
to use.  

Questions?  Contact  karin@  swede-
hollow.org  or  651-776-0550.  See  the
Swede  Hollow  Bird  Watch  article  at
daytonsbluffdistrictforum.org  for  more
information.

Police Community Meeting
The Eastern District Police hosts their

monthly meetings for community mem-
bers at 722 Payne Avenue, at the corner
of Payne and Minnehaha Avenues.

The  next  meetings  are  Wednesday,
May 20,  at  9:30  a.m.  and 6:30  p.m.
This is a change; both meetings are now
on the third Wednesday of each month.

The meetings are open to all. The in-
tent is to learn about, listen to, and ad-
dress  concerns  about  crime  and  other
issues  on  the  East  Side.  The  St.  Paul
Eastern District  is  committed to  main-
taining and growing the quality of life
for  all  of  our  residents.  Bring  your
neighbors for a great opportunity to dis-
cuss neighborhood nuisance issues.

Business Classes
The  next  Dayton’s  Bluff  Neighbor-

hood  Microentrepreneur  Class  starts
next fall.  Space is  limited and fills  up
fast.  The  program  helps  startup  and
young  businesses  on  the  East  Side.
Class training lasts eight weeks and in-
cludes  topics  such  as  operations  man-
agement,  marketing,  financial  manage-
ment, one-on-one assistance with creat-
ing a successful business, and preparing
a business plan, plus eight hours of one-
on-one time with the instructor.

Those who successfully complete the
course and locate their businesses in tar-
get neighborhoods are eligible for ongo-
ing  business  support  services.  Some
examples  of  businesses  started  by
people who have previously taken this
course  include  graphics,  landscaping,
photography,   food  service,  restoration

of wood furniture, art, custom floral de-
sign, and exterior and interior painting.
The course is a partnership between the
Dayton’s Bluff Community Council and
the Neighborhood Development Center.
There is a small  registration fee based
on a sliding fee scale. The next session
will be starting in the spring and class
size  is  limited,  so  get  enrolled  now.
Please call Emma Spillman at 651-379-
8432 for an application.

Metropolitan State University
launches new Graduate

Program in Urban Education

The School  of  Urban  Education  fo-
cuses on diverse teachers who can meet
the needs of urban youth and improve
their  educational  achievements.  The
new  MS  in  Urban  Education  aims  to
provide further licensure, qualifications,
and professional experience to educators
teaching in urban schools. Program ap-
plications  are  being  taken  for  summer
and fall.  To learn more about the pro-
gram,  call  651-999-5920,  e-mail  ur-
ban.education@metrostate.edu  or  visit
choose.metrostate.edu.  To  contact  the
School of Urban Education,  e-mail  ur-
ban.education@metrostate.edu.

Plant Swap May 9

Spring is coming! Do you have plants
you would like to swap? The Dayton's
Bluff Plant Exchange will happen  Sat-
urday, May 9, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
at the corner of East 7th Street and Bates
Avenue  in  the  gardens  outside  Swede
Hollow  Cafe.  Bring  plants  you  no
longer want, and take home something
new! No orange day lilies, please. For
more information, call 651-776-0550 or
email karindupaul@comcast.net.

New Barber School on East
Side to Award $30,000

St. Paul International Barber School,
the first such institution licensed in Min-
nesota  in  35  years,  will  give  away  a
$30,000  Business  Start-up  Package  to
one  of  its  lucky  graduates.  Applicants
must  have  graduated  from  the  school
and agree to hire barber school gradu-
ates  to  qualify.  Aspiring  barbers  who
speak Spanish are especially encouraged
to apply. For more details, stop by 990
Payne Avenue and speak to Alex Garcia,
instructor for the new barber school.

May at the Dayton's
 Bluff Library

The Dayton's Bluff branch of the St.
Paul Library shares its home with Met-
ropolitan State University at 645 East 7th

Street.  It  has  recently  lengthened  its
hours and is open until 8:00 p.m. Mon-
day through Thursday.  One-hour  park-
ing is available in the lot, and the 61, 63,
and 73 bus routes serve the location.

The library provides special services
for kids; free snacks after school, baby
and family story time, and “Sing, Play,
Learn” with McPhail are just a few. 

Teens may be interested in the Digital
Media Workshop on  Saturday, May 9,
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.

The Dayton's Bluff Book Club is on
hiatus for the summer and will resume
regular meetings in the fall.  

Computer  classes are  also available,
and there will be a “Maker Break,” spe-
cial school spring break session offering
computer time, fun crafts, and more for
kids and teens from  3:00 to 5:00 p.m.

on Thursday, May 5..
Best  of  all,  the  services  are  free!  A

complete schedule of hours and events
is  available  at  sppl.org  or  by  calling
651-793-1699. 

May at the Mounds Theatre
Jessica Johnson, Executive Director

Saturday,  May  2:  The  first  annual
Mounds  Theatre  Rummage  Sale runs
from  8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. The
Mounds needs to clear some space for
new  adventures  and  wants  to  get  the
whole  neighborhood  involved.  Sale
items  include  costumes,  stage  lights,
scenery, dishes, small appliances, enor-
mous speakers, decor items, and guaran-
teed surprises. Donations of clean, sale-
able household items and clothing will
be accepted to add to the sale on  Fri-
day, May 1. A receipt for your tax de-
ductible  donation  will  be  provided.  If
you prefer,  sell  your own items at  the
sale. For more information or to arrange
a  drop  off  time,  please  contact  the
Mounds  Theatre  at historicmoundsthe-
atre@gmail.com.

Volunteers will be needed on Friday,
May 1, to sort, price, and display items
and will have an opportunity to partici-
pate in a pre-sale. Volunteers will  also
be needed on  Sunday,  May 3 to  help
with clean-up, including selling any re-
maining items at rock-bottom prices.

Tuesday,  May  5:  There  will  be  a
screening of  Theater People from  7:00
to 10:00 p.m. This is a local web series
sitcom that is kind of a big deal.  

Saturday,  May  9: Independent
Wrestling International will  be back at
the  Mounds.  Doors  open  at  6:45  with
bell  time at 7:30 p.m. This  is  a fami-
ly-friendly  pro  wrestling  event.  Don't
miss out on the fun! General Admission
tickets  at  the  door  are  $10 Adults,  $6
kids.  VIP  seating  at  tables  on  stage
above the ring are available in advance
online at moundstheatre.org. 

Thursday,  May  14: Comedienne
Elizabeth Ess is hosting Bingo Bango, a
monthly bingo night and stand-up com-
edy show that goes from 6:30 to 10:00
p.m. Love bingo? Want to do stand-up?
Come play bingo and win a spot at the
comedy show after bingo. Not a come-
dian? Come play anyway and give the
set to your favorite comedian and stay
to watch the show. This event is FREE,

and  fun  if  you  like  bingo,  which  you
should.  The Mounds Theatre sells  rea-
sonably  priced  concessions  as  well  as
beer  and  wine.  No  outside  beverages,
okay?        

Friday, May 15: Carnivale Revolver
makes its Twin Cities debut! Carnivale
Revolver  is  St.  Cloud’s  premier  bur-
lesque and sideshow revue! They have
been  featured  in  local  media  and  per-
formed  at  a  wide  variety  of  venues
throughout the Midwest. They continue
to grow and dazzle audiences with their
new-age vaudeville style shows includ-
ing burlesque,  sideshow, magic,  come-
dy,  cabaret,  miming,  drag,  and  more.
Visit moundstheatre.org for more infor-
mation.                    

Saturday,  May  23: Sidhe  Brewing
Company  Presents,  Stuffing  the  Top
Drawer: A Burlesque Benefit to Support
the  Mounds! Doors  open  at  6:30,  the
show  starts  at  7:00  p.m. Brews  from
Sidhe Brewing Company will be avail-
able. The Mounds Theatre has served as
a burlesque beacon for  Saint  Paul and
an ally to the community. Having given
the Top Drawer Burlesque Exposition a
home and place to rally and unify, now
is the time for burlesque to give back!
Over a decade of renovations have cre-
ated  the  gorgeous  theatre  that  the
Mounds is today, and the theatre needs
our help raising funds to make perma-
nent  sound  and  lighting  upgrades  that
will benefit future productions. May this
show  literally  lead  to  a  brighter  and
bolder future for the Exposition!

May 28-30: Look for  Lesson .333, a
show that  is  being written  through re-
hearsal. A truly unique original work!   

Visit moundstheatre.org for more in-
formation  on  these  events  and  to  pur-
chase tickets as they become available. 

The  Historic  Mounds  Theatre  is  lo-
cated at 1029 Hudson Road. Call 651-
772-2253  or  email  historicmoundsthe-
atre@gmail.com.

Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR)

The St.  Paul  chapter  of  the DAR is
open to any woman 18 years  or  older
who can prove lineal descent from a Pa-
triot  of  the  American  Revolution.  We
meet at Our Saviour's Lutheran Church,
674  Johnson  Parkway  on  the  fourth
Tuesday of each month at 12:00 noon.

WEQY Seeking Underwriting Sales Representatives

   WEQY-FM, the Voice of the East Side, is looking for qualified individuals to 
serve as Underwriting Sales Representatives. 
   Underwriting will represent a significant part of our nonprofit station's operating 

budget, and our underwriting partners will 
support our values of building community 
and valuing diversity on the East Side.
    The Underwriting Sales Representative 
will be an independent contractor and will 
be paid by commission for all new and re-

newal underwriting based on a percentage of collected revenue. The Underwriting 
Sales Representative will maintain positive relationships with current clients and 
develop new connections/relationships with potential new partners.
   Download the full job description at daytonsbluff.org or contact Brenda Reid at 
brenda@daytonsbluff.org or 651-621-2760. Please send your resume and cover 
letter to Brenda at the above email address. 
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Dayton's Bluff Seniors Community Event

The  4th  Annual  Dayton’s  Bluff  Seniors'  Spaghetti  Dinner  and  Silent
Auction will be held on Saturday, May 16, 2015, 5:00 p.m., at 463 Maria
Avenue, in the First Lutheran Church education building. Dayton’s Bluff
Seniors, a Living at Home Block Nurse Program helps seniors continue
living  safely  and  inde-
pendently in their home
through  vital  volunteer
services.  This  event
will  include  live  musi-
cal  entertainment  and
auction items including
gift  certificates,  wine,
items  from  the  Twins,
Vikings, Timberwolves,
and other local businesses. Together with Thrivent Financial, we invite you
to attend and/or donate to help celebrate our community and keep our el-
derly neighbors safe in their homes! Advanced ticket purchase is recom-
mended.  Suggested  donation  is  $15;  Seniors  &  children  $10.  We  are
seeking seniors to serve and awesome volunteers! For tickets or informa-
tion, please call Rhonda: 651-776-7210 ext. 303.

Mounds Park United Methodist Church
1049 Euclid Street (corner of Earl and Euclid); 651-774-8736

Mounds Park United Methodist on Facebook

Mounds  Park  United  Methodist  Church  is  a  community-based,  mul-
ti-cultural congregation. We strive to build on the positive assets of Dayton's
Bluff; working together as neighbors improving our community. All are wel-
come to the following community events:

Sunday morning service starts at 10:30 a.m. with fellowship time follow-
ing. Come join your neighbors in worship.

Community Barbeque, May 2, 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Let’s celebrate Spring!
Out in front of the church on Euclid Street - All are invited! Hot dogs, salads,
desserts,  lemonade, sno-cones, and activities for the kids. Bring a salad or
dessert to share. We are seeking to have fire and police departments stop by.
Come and visit with your neighbors and friends or come to make new friends.
This will also be an opportunity to visit with the Urban CROSS Project Coor-
dinators to ask questions or submit a request for a project. 

Urban CROSS can help! Urban CROSS (Christians Reaching Out in Ser-
vice in  St.  Paul),  a  ministry of Mounds Park  United  Methodist  church,  is
ramping up for its sixth year. Will you be in need of some help with a project
around your home or property this summer? Whether you are a homeowner or
a  non-profit  in  the  Dayton's  Bluff  area,  we  will  have  teams  of  volunteer
youths available during the week of June 15-19 to assist you. If you have a
project that you need help with, such as painting, yard work, landscaping,
cleanup,  simple  construction  or  repair,  please  contact  us.  We  invite  other
youth from churches all over to join us for a week of an “Urban Makeover.”
Please go to our website and fill out a form. The deadline for requests is May
15.

Urban CROSS is also in need of donations. We always need tools, supplies,
paint, painting equipment, printing, staff t-shirts, food for the team/staff and
even scholarships for youth to come and to join us. To make a financial dona-
tion, please contact Mounds Park Church at 651-774-8736.

For more information about Urban CROSS, contact MPUMC Youth Direc-
tor  Eric  Buck  (612-559-2369  or  urbancross.stpaul@gmail.com)  or  visit
mounds parkumc.org/urbancross.html.
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East Side Cinco de Mayo Block Party
Forum Staff

The traditional St. Paul Cinco de Mayo celebration on the West Side
has some friendly competition. For the second year, on the day following
the West Side event, Sunday, May 3, the East Side will put on its own
celebration. 

Steve Hyland, one of the coordinators of the event, became involved
this year because of his past work with the National Latino Police Offi-
cers Association and its popular Cinco de Mayo 5K event. All of the pro-
ceeds  will  go  to  the  Minnesota  chapter  of  the  Association.  Co-
coordinator Sonia Ortega, the proprietor of Plaza del Sol, the anchor of
the event, said that about 2,000 people attended last year and she hopes
to surpass that number this time around.

Here are some details: 
• Time: 1:00 to 8:00 p.m., Sunday, May 3, with free admission.
• Location: Jenks Avenue between Payne and Greenbrier.
• Entertainment: Mariachi singer Nacho Torres and three bands as

well as the Chinelo Morelos dancers.
• Food:  Payne  Avenue's  Munch  Madness  winning  restaurants,

Venus Gourmet Soups, and other vendors selling pupusas, corn
on the cob, fruit salad and more.

• Drinks: Sangria, Sidhe beer, smoothies, Mexican soda.

Sponsors include Plaza del Sol, National Latino Police Officers Asso-
ciation, Bucket List Events and the East Side Area Business Association.

Fiesta vecinal del Cinco de Mayo en el East Side
Por el personal del Forum

La celebración tradicional del Cinco de Mayo en el West Side de St.
Paul tiene una competencia amistosa. Por segundo año consecutivo, al día
siguiente de la festividad del West Side, el domingo 3 de mayo, el East
Side tendrá su propia celebración.

Steve Hyland, uno de los coordinadores de las actividades, se involucró
este año debido a su trabajo previo con National Latino Police Officers
Association (Asociación Nacional de Oficiales Latinos de Policía) y su
popular carrera Cinco de Mayo 5K. Todo lo que se recaude se destinará a
National Latino Police Officers Association (Minnesota).

Sonia Ortega, una de las coordinadoras, y propietaria de Plaza del Sol,
patrocinador principal de la actividad, dijo que el año pasado asistieron
2.000 personas y este año se espera superar esa cifra. 

He aquí algunos detalles:
• Hora: 1:00 to 8:00 p.m., domingo 3 de mayo, gratis.
• Lugar: Avenida Jenks entre Payne y Greenbrier.
• Entretenimiento:  Nacho  Torres,  cantor  mariachi  y  tres  bandas,

además del cuerpo de danza de Chinelo Morelos.
• Comida: Restaurantes en Payne Avenue, reconocidos por Munch

Madness,  como Venus  Gourmet  Soups,  y  otros  vendiendo  pu-
pusas, elotes, ensalada de frutas y mucho más.

• Bebidas: sangría, cerveza Sidhe, batidos, refrescos mexicanos.

Patrocinadores: Plaza del Sol, Minnesota Latino Police Officers Associ-
ation, Bucket List Events y East Side Area Business Association.

Continued from page 1:

Market
both women sold products at the Better
Block  Initiative,  a  community  event
held on Margaret Street in front of the
Community  Council  offices  in  2013.
David  Gray  came  aboard  early  in  the
2013 season of Market on the Bluff. Di-
ane and David met in 2012 at Art in the
Hollow,  where  they  both  had  booths.
David sold pillowcases and other textile
pieces  he  had  sewn,  and  Diane  face-
painted.  David  and  his  partner,  Mark
Eaton, wanted to know if they could get
a  booth  and  sell  David's  textiles  and
Mark's jelly. The next week they had a
booth set up next to Bouquets N' Such
Floral and Gifts. 

Anyone who went to  Market  on the
Bluff the last two years will remember
Trudy Tidwell and her mother, Dorothy,
sitting behind their flowers and the jew-
elry Dorothy creates. They always have
a warm smile and a freshly baked sweet
for anyone who comes into their vicini-
ty. 

Jeff Burger of BlueMoon Wood Prod-
ucts  happened upon the Market  during
that first year. He was looking for “The
People's Park” and ended up finding a
place  to  sell  hi  woodworking.  A self-
proclaimed “guy who hangs out  in  his
garage and makes stuff,” Jeff continues
to  deliver  sturdy  bowls,  canes,  plant
stands, art frames, and whimsical sculp-
tures  to  his  growing  following  on  the
East Side.

Last year, Market on the Bluff moved
down East  7th Street  to  First  Lutheran
Church  on  Maria  Avenue,  and  was
joined by Dream of Wild Health, a non-
profit  CSA that brings fresh veggies to
the  East  Side.  Clara  Sandberg  is  their
market  manager,  and  she  is  often  ac-
companied by some of the Native youth
that have joined the soil-to-table move-
ment. 

Live music was permanently added to
the mix when “The Skalley Line” made
Thursday nights in Dayton's Bluff their
home for playing. If anyone remembers
the  music  that  the  morning  show  on
Minnesota  Public  Radio  Station  99.5
used to play, this quirky band's offerings
would have fit right in. The fun duo is
comprised of Fred Keller and Tom Cor-
nish. Tom is also a fused-glass artist and
sells his magnets, jewelry, and hair ac-
cessories at the Market. 

As the relationships between vendors
have deepened over the past few years,
so  have  our  commitments  to  helping
each  other.  Before  the  Market  had

steady  food  vendors,  we  organized  to
provide dinner for one another. We share
jackets and hot drinks when the weather
turns cold in the fall. We share opportu-
nities for selling products and have even
joined forces to create new platforms for
bringing our products to you. The suc-
cessful  Holiday  Boutique  held  at  First
Lutheran  Church  last  December  is  a
prime  example  of  this.  Most  of  us
showed together at the spring 2014 Art
Crawl, and have joined forces at various
venues around the Twin Cities including
Art-A-Whirl, Little Mekong Night Mar-
ket, and the Allina Craft Fair. We have
supported  each  other  through  one  hip
surgery, two depressions, one bout of ac-
tive Crohn's Disease, and the “it takes a
village” approach to the raising of one
preschool-aged  child.  We  believe  in
each other. We also need you to support
us. Markets need vendors, vendors need
customers, and customers need markets.
We know there are a lot of other places
you can drive to, or have goods deliv-
ered to you from, but where else do you
know that 100% of the proceeds go back
into your community? This endeavor is
owned by all of us. 

People  complain  about  empty  store-
fronts,  vacant  houses,  and  having  to
drive out to the suburbs to buy goods.
One way to reverse this trend is to shop
at  the East  Side Open Market,  Thurs-
day nights from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. We
are  conveniently  located  behind  the
Burger King on East 7th Street and Maria
Avenue. We are here to stay.

Canned goods and crafty-wares from the 
East Side Open Market. 
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East Side Family Clinic “most
affordable” in Minnesota

 Mark Gallagher, Forum Editorial Assistant

Despite its name and its location at 895 East 7th 
Street in St. Paul, the East Side Family Clinic is ac-
tually a part of West Side Community Health Ser-
vices. 

In 2005, West Side Community Health Services, 
which manages sixteen clinical locations in the 
Metro East, was approached by Health Partners to 
assume the operation of a family practice located 
within the Seeger Square complex on Arcade 
Street.  

Shortly after taking over the practice, the East 
Side Family Clinic started seeing more uninsured 
individuals and those covered through Medicaid. 
Then in 2010–11, based on the Clinic’s assessment
of the area, they decided to expand.

“We made the move from the Arcade location in 
April 2013 after we worked with the St. Paul Port 
Authority to secure this former 3M property,” says 
Dr. Jason Fournier, CEO of West Side Community 
Health Services. “We purchased the land from the 
St. Paul Port Authority for a dollar, with the Port Au-
thority having already abated the land in terms of 
any contaminants that were there.”

The East Side Family Clinic began providing ser-
vices on April 29, 2013. The move turned out to be 
a good one for the organization because it was able
to leverage external financial resources to build the 
new clinic, which in the long term places the Clinic 
in a better position to serve its patients. They also 
secured a four million dollar federal grant under the 
Health Center Capital Program portion of the Afford-
able Care Act. This “Obama Care” grant helped de-
fray the cost of the building.

“People come to the Clinic for a myriad of issues, 
but I’d say the most common issue they visit us for 
is cardiovascular disease,” Fournier says. “Taking a 
look at hypertension, diabetes, depression, and be-
havioral health, I’d say depression is probably the 
number one diagnosis we have — but if you are 
looking at a younger population, it’s asthma. We are
a primary care provider, so we provide the whole 
gamut of services.”

The East Side Family Clinic has multiple health 
educators on-site: nutritionists, social workers, and 
individuals who can help with counseling and health
education for tobacco cessation and other medical 
issues.

“We have medical, dental, pharmacy, and behav-
ioral/mental health services,
which we are getting ready to ex-

pand, and we have a grant to help with that,” 
Fournier says. “We will be integrating our behavioral
health and medical here in the near future, and we 
provide an on-site laboratory for our patients, so we 
can do blood screening and can actually test to see 
if someone has had a heart attack on-site.”

There are multiple dentists at the Clinic, but they 
also have a collaborative partnership with the Uni-
versity of Minnesota School of Dentistry. Fourth-
year dental students from the university come in 
and do at least an eight-week clinical rotation.

“We have a lot of steps in place to protect patient 
privacy. Since we are a health care provider, we 
have to follow what’s known as HIPAA (Health In-
surance Portability and Accountability Act) guide-
lines, “ Fournier says. “All of our records are 
electronic, and they are all password protected. 
They are in a hosted environment, which is off-site 
behind a firewall. We take very specific measures to
prevent the inappropriate disclosure of our patient’s 
protected health information.”

The majority, almost eighty percent, of the East 
Side Family Clinic’s patients come from the East 
Side, but the Clinic will draw from Western Wiscon-
sin, and the north, west, or south Twin Cities sub-
urbs because they might connect with a provider or 
know that there is a provider who speaks Hmong or 
Spanish.

“Our clinic hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, and we stay open until 8 p.m. on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays,” Fournier says. “We 
do not have Saturday hours, but we will eventually 
get there; we’re just not there yet.”

“We are probably the most affordable health care 
provider in the state,” Fournier says with pride. “If 
you aren’t able to pay when you are here, we will 
carry a balance and ask you to pay the next time 
you are here — but if you can’t afford it, we will still 
see you.”

Dr. Fournier does not live in the Dayton’ Bluff 
area, but many of his staff do, He stops at Swede 
Hollow just about any time he is running between 
La Clinica, which is on the lower West Side of St. 
Paul, and the East Side Family Clinic. Dr. Fournier 
and his Chief Operating Officer, Tracy Miller, spend 
time shopping and taking in some of the new 
restaurants on Payne Avenue.

“I would like to say thanks to Dayton’s Bluff for 
being such a good community to us,” Dr. Fournier 
declares. “We are a community-based organization;
some patients serve on our board and are East 
Side residents. They come to the Clinic and actually
guide how our services are strategically run.”  

East Side Enterprise Center
Seeks $2,000,000 Legislative

Appropriation
Forum staff

When  the  Forum  went  to  print  on
April  21,  legislative  action  was  still
pending on  SF 1998, a bill  introduced
by Senator Foung Hawj to provide fund-
ing for three East Side Enterprise Center
partners. 

The bill requests $2,000,000 over two
years to be divided between the Latino
Economic Development Center, African
Economic  Development  Solutions  and
the Asian Economic Development Cen-
ter. The funds would be used to supple-
ment each organization's small business
development work on the East Side. 

For  more  information  on  the  bill's
progress or on how to support it, contact
Senator Hawj at 651-296-5285 or sen.-
foung.hawj@senate.mn;  or  Representa-
tive  Sheldon  Johnson  at  651-296-4201
or  rep.sheldon.johnson@house.mn;  or
Representative  Tim  Mahoney  at  651-
296-4277  or  rep.tim.mahoney@house-
.mn. The last  day for  legislative action
this year is May 18.

Thank you and best
wishes to Meg

Forum Staff

This month we bid goodbye to Meg
Gronau,  Forum editor  since  March
2011.  Living  just  outside  our  neigh-
borhood (she can see Dayton's  Bluff
from her house!), Meg attended ECFE
with her children at Dayton's Bluff El-
ementary  from  2007-2010.  When
ECFE  teachers  retired,  Meg  wrote
farewell articles for them for the  Fo-
rum, and when she learned about the
opening for an editor, Meg jumped at
the chance to contribute to the paper. 

Over  the  past  four  years,  Meg  en-
joyed using her writing, editing, proof-
reading,  and  Tetris  skills  to  put  the
Forum together  every  month.  "I  will
miss  having  that  inside  peek  into  the
workings of the community," Meg said,
"I'm astounded by the depth and breadth
of work that goes into making Dayton's
Bluff the vibrant community it is."

When  not  editing  the  paper,  Meg
taught  children's  dance  and  theater,
and  fitness  for  senior  citizens.  Meg
has now taken on a new job as school
secretary at  St.  Pascal  Baylon.  Over
the past four years, Meg has also had
an  illustrious  career  as  "Fannie  Tan-
ner"  with  the  Minnesota  RollerGirls,
the state's premier women's flat track
roller derby league.

Everyone  involved  with  the  Day-
ton's  Bluff  District  Forum  will  miss
Meg,  as  she  has  been  an  outstanding
part of the crew, but we share her happi-
ness as she begins her new full-time job
at St. Pascal Baylon.

 Forum Staff

Sage Holben surveys the yellow 
signs she collected from utility 
poles in the neighborhood on a 
recent Saturday. "These signs are 
illegally posted and the people 
who put them there prey on 
homeowners in financial trouble,"
she says, adding that she thinks 
removing the signs is like "picking
up litter on the roadway."

GET INVOLVED AND LET
YOUR VOICE BE HEARD

Make a difference in your
community. Find out how by

calling or stopping by the
Dayton's Bluff Community

Council office. 804 Margaret
Street or 651-772-2075.
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Job Creation Fund Spurs
$344 Million in Investments

and Creates 1,800 Jobs 

The  Minnesota  Department  of  Eco-
nomic Development announced that the
Minnesota Job Creation Fund has paid
enormous dividends for Minnesota in its
first year. With just $16 million in state
funds,  31  companies  have  made  com-

mitments to invest $344 million in busi-
ness developments that will create more
than 1,800 jobs across Minnesota. 

The  Minnesota  Job  Creation  Fund,
proposed by Governor Dayton and au-
thored  by  Rep.  Tim  Mahoney  (DFL-
Saint  Paul),  has been hailed as one of
the most innovative finance programs in
the  country.  Eligible  businesses  must
work with local governments and be en-
gaged in activities such as manufactur-

ing, warehousing, distribution, and tech-
nology. 

Rep.  Mahoney  issued  the  following
statement: “With the tiny investment of
just  $16 million dollars  Minnesota  has
been able to attract business investments
of nearly $350 million that  will  create
ore than 1,800 good paying jobs.   This
program has been astonishingly success-
ful. We’re not only supporting business
growth in Minnesota for pennies on the

dollar,  we’re  creating  jobs  with  wages
and  benefits  that  Minnesotans  will  be
able to support families on. 

Rep.  Mahoney  encourages  con-
stituents to contact him with any ques-
tions,  comments,  concerns,  or  ideas.
Rep. Mahoney can be reached by phone
at  651-296-4277  or  by  email  at  rep.-
tim.mahoney@house.mn. 

Dominium Project Benefits Neighborhood 
Jennifer Herman, Forum Staff

Editor's note: This piece is in response to an opin-
ion piece published in the February issue of the Fo-
rum.  Jennifer  Herman  is  a  Dayton’s  Bluff  resident
and active member of the Dayton's Bluff District Fo-
rum Board.

The  February  2015  Forum  article  “Dominium
building  plans  don’t  jibe  with  community”  de-
scribed the concerns of a small group of Dayton’s
Bluff residents who are opposed to the Dominium
affordable senior housing project slated to be built
at Bates and 7th Street. The article claims that the
building is out of scale with the neighborhood and
will shade the gardens at Swede Hollow Café. In
truth, it should be quite in scale with the other de-
velopments in the area including the new parking
ramp at MSU (which is slated to have an additional
level added in a few years). Also, the gardens at the
café are already quite shaded by large trees in the
garden. The article accuses Dominium of being un-
responsive  to  neighborhood  concerns  which  just
isn’t true.  I have sat in many community meetings
in which Dominium has presented revised plans in
response to community suggestions. In fact, the op-

position’s most recent legal appeal was essentially
based on the belief  that  the  building would be 1
inch too high and they pursued the appeal even af-
ter  Dominium  proposed  adjusting  the  height  9
inches lower! The demands by the opposition have
become so unreasonable that Dominium can’t pos-
sibly be expected to accommodate  them and this
group of neighbors is simply impossible to please.

In fact, I think the opposition has morphed way
beyond trying  to  ensure  a  good development  for
our community and is now simply an effort to drive
off  Dominium.  This  would  be  a  shame  for  the
growing number of seniors who are looking for af-
fordable  housing  and  especially  for  our  elderly
neighbors who want an affordable living opportuni-
ty in the neighborhood they know. The East Side
Review  printed  an  article  about  the  Dominium
project in January and got calls from seniors want-
ing to know how to get a room in the facility – the
need is real! The opposition seems determined to
ignore this need.

I  also  don’t  think  the  Mayor  and  the  city  are
“bullying our district” by supporting this develop-
ment. That land has been vacant for 10 years and

this is the only project (of many proposed) that has
been able to really come together. What are we re-
ally waiting for and how many decades can we af-
ford  to  wait?  The  word  on  the  street  is  that
developers  and  investors  are  becoming  gun-shy
about beginning new projects here after MSU, Mis-
sissippi  Market,  and  now Dominium have  faced
enormous challenges from residents. Saint Paul bu-
reaucracy can be difficult enough for businesses to
deal with,  if  this  community drama continues we
will never fill the vacant storefronts on 7th Street or
the remaining acres of old 3M land! Development
along 7th Street increases traffic to existing busi-
nesses,  provides  jobs,  and creates  a more  livable
community for us all. We all stand to lose much if
this  group  succeeds  in  driving  away developers,
which is becoming a very real danger.

Dayton’s  Bluff  has  a  rich  history full  of  chal-
lenges and changes. Recent developments, includ-
ing the Dominium project, could be the beginning
of a bright and vibrant future for our neighborhood.
A few voices of opposition should not be allowed
to rob the broader community of this bright future. 
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IndianMounds Park: 
Then & Now

Nick Duncan
special to the Forum

The early spring provided an opportunity to better appreci-
ate the rich history of Indian Mounds Park.  With no snow
cover  and little  to  no  foliage  to  obscure  the  view,  a  walk
through the back country of the park reveals a long history of
human inhabitation of the area. Thanks to the Minnesota His-
torical Society, Dayton's Bluff District Forum has found some
photos of Mounds Park from bygone days and matched them
up with some current photos of the same locations. Have a
look. 

The mounds from which the park takes its name, date back
thousands  of  years  to  an  ancient  Native  American  culture
known as the Hopewell. The Mounds themselves are some of
the  largest  in  the  entire  region,  once  numbering  over  30
mounds, a total of only six survive today. The rest were rather
callously destroyed in the late 19th century.  The first  photo
shows the park as it appears today, while the second is a his-
toric photo of the park circa 1910. 

This 1925 photo is of the steep stone slope leading to the
airway beacon and the pavilion at the end of Earl Street. The
beacon itself wasn't constructed until 1929.

History corner

Emmett Yanez: An East Side Latino Legend
Steve Trimble

Forum historian 

In 2010, the city of St. Paul
declared March 3 to be Emmett
Yanez  Day,  honoring  the long-
time  East  Sider.  This  amazing
Mexican-American was born on
 March  3,  1920,  in   Big  Lake,
Texas, a small town in the west
central  area  of  the  state.  He
picked cotton there as a young-
ster until he was ten years old,
then came to Minnesota with his
family to work in the sugar beet
fields.  They continued to  work
as  agricultural
workers  during
the  springs  and
summers  and
soon  made  St.
Paul their home.

At  first,  they
joined  the  small
Latino communi-
ty which lived in
homes nestled in
an  area  partially
underneath  the
Third  Street
Bridge. Yanez re-
members  it  as
being  like  a
“small  town”
where  people
knew and helped
each other. For a
time  his  family
also lived on the
West Side Flats along the Mis-
sissippi River.

Yanez  did  not  attend  high
school and instead, as a teenager
in  St.  Paul  during  the  Depres-
sion era, was a breadwinner for
his  large  Catholic  family  and
helped support them by working
alongside his father in the fields.
He started boxing and in 1939,
won  the  Saint  Paul  Golden
Gloves at the age of only seven-
teen;  a  remarkable  feat  for  a
youngster.

“My  parents  and  mentors
were strict,  but they taught me
self-respect  and  how  to  work
hard, which has made me a suc-
cess  today,”  Yanez  asserted.
When  World  War  Two started,
Emmett joined the armed forces
where  he  did  a  lot  of  boxing.

Just  before  shipping  out,  he
married Natalie and the two of
them adjusted to a separation af-
ter a few days of being newly-
weds. For several years he was
a  paratrooper  in  the  82nd Air-
borne Division and served in the
dangerous  position  of  airborne
scout.  He jumped into Holland
as  part  of  the  largest  airborne
drop in history and helped cap-
ture  one  of  the  few  bridges
which  remained  intact.  He
fought  in  Italy,  Normandy and
was  part  of  the  Battle  of  the
Bulge,  one  of  the  most  brutal

battles of the European theater.
“It was a miracle that I even

survived the war,” he later said.
“Sometimes you couldn’t make
yourself  flat  enough  to  dodge
what  was  coming  at  you.”
Yanez attributes his survival not
only to miracles, but also to his
boxing  skills.  “You  find  your-
self in a lot of situations when
you  have  to  think  real  fast  to
survive, and boxing is all about
quick thinking,” he explained.

After the war, he returned to
St. Paul and began working in a
city  job  for  the  Department  of
Public  Works  where  he  re-
mained for many years. He did
have a short career as a profes-
sional boxer as a featherweight,
training in a gym at Seventh and
Wacouta  in  downtown.  His  fa-
vorite boxer was Willie Pep, an-

other  featherweight  known  for
his  tenacity.  “He  took  on  all-
comers,” Emmett said, “It didn’t
matter whether they were light-
weight or heavyweight.”

His  greatest  contribution
was  his  work  with  young
fighters starting in the  1950s.
It was then that he started the
Mexican  American  Boxing
Club that served East Side and
West  Side  boys.  At  the  time,
he and Natalie were living in
Dayton’s Bluff at 626 East 4th
Street.  He  was  a  trainer  of

Saint  Paul  ama-
teur  boxers  for
more  than  fifty
years  and  was
still at it when he
retired  from
coaching  at  the
age of 92. He de-
veloped  many
Golden  Gloves
champions  and  a
few successful St.
Paul  professional
boxers. 

His wife Natal-
ie  passed  away
after  many  years
of  marriage  and
he  later  married
Sylvia,  who  has
been with him for
over  twenty

years.  While  they  are  no
longer in Dayton’s Bluff, they
stayed  on  the  East  Side  and
now reside in the Battle Creek
area.  Emmett  was  inducted
into Mancini's St. Paul Sports
Hall  of  Fame  in  1986.  Next
time  you  visit  the  West  7th
Street restaurant, look and you
might  find his  photograph on
one  of  the  walls.  In  2009,
Yanez was among seven area
veterans  to  be  honored  by  the
Dutch Consul General for their
roles  in  securing  bridges  and
liberating  a  city  in  southern
Holland  during  the  Second
World  War.  “I’ve  enjoyed  my
life, good or bad,” he said in a
newspaper interview, “and just 
hope I have made others 
happy.”

Steve Trimble

Emmett Yanez (left) with his nephew, Rick Cardenas. Both lived under 
the Third Street Bridge at different times. 

Nick Duncan 

Minnesota Historical Society

Nick Duncan

Minnesota Historical Society
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Friends of the Forum
Dear Reader,

The Dayton's Bluff District Forum has been a volun-
teer-run newspaper since the 1970s, and has always oper-
ated on a minimal budget. 

For the past two years we have been soliciting donations
through our Friends of the Forum program. Thanks to the
donations of readers like you, we have been able to keep
the paper up and running.

If you value this community source of information, please
consider filling out the form at right. Any amount is appreci-
ated; you may also make memorial donations, or include
the Forum in your legacy planning.

If you have been our Friend in the past, please renew
your membership with a donation in 2015.

Our goal for the year is $2,000; as of this printing we
have raised $480. Won't you help us?

Sincerely,
The Dayton's Bluff District Forum
Board: Greg Cosimini, Karin DuPaul, Jennifer Herman,
            Carla Riehle, Steve Trimble
Editor: Jennifer Gascoigne; Editorial Ass't: Mark Gal-

lagher

Many thanks to our 
2015 donors:

Dennis & Gail Alexander
Mary Ann Cogelow

Sarah Geving
Patricia Gangl

Kathleen M Hale
Brent Katzenmaier
Daniel McGuines

Charissa & David Osborn
Kirsi Poupore. 

Dr. Stefan Pomrenke
Rev. Lee Ann Pomrenke

Carla Riehle
Kirstin Scanlan
Ramona Shafer 
John Sherman

Yes, I will become a Friend of the Forum.

My tax-deductible check is enclosed, for:

$100    $50     $25     Other______
Or give online: razoo.com/Hopewell-Communi-

cations-Incorporated.

Name_________________________________________

Email_________________________________________

Address_______________________________________

City, State, ZIP_________________________________

Phone________________________________________

Make checks out to Dayton's Bluff District Forum and 
mail to 804 Margaret Street, St. Paul, MN 55106.

For more information, contact 651-776-0550 or
editor@daytonsbluff.org.

WEQY: Focus on New Lens
Carla Riehle, Forum staff

One of WEQY's community partners is New Lens Urban Mentoring, a project of the
Saint  Paul  Public  Schools  and the Saint  Paul  Public  School  Foundation.  It  focuses  on
young black males enrolled in the school district. 

We are highlighting them here as an example of the programming the station is seeking.
New Lens Radio will feature two live programs that are coming together under the leader -
ship of Nick Muhammed, one of the New Lens mentors. The first will be a Friday evening

show, tentatively scheduled to  run from 6
p.m.  to  9  p.m.,  that  will  feature local  hip
hop artists  long  with  an  eclectic  blend  of
music. The other, a Tuesday morning show,
will be conversation and call-in mixed with
a dash of music. The goal of that program,
according to Nick, is to “come together in a
collective  manner  to  challenge  historical
narratives.” He says it will take up current
East  Side  issues  and  also  explore  themes
from  African-American  authors  like
Michelle  Alexander  and  her  recent  book,
The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in
the Age of Colorblindness.

The station is looking for more program-
ming concepts like New Lens Radio that reflect, in some way, the cultural diversity of the East Side. All you need to
do is download a form at daytonsbluff.org or stop in at the East Side Enterprise Center at 804 Margaret Street to
pick one up. From there, veteran trainer Ben James or musicologist Thom Derus will show you the ins and outs of
polishing and fine-tuning your ideas until they are ready to hit the airwaves.

Members of the WEQY community
advisory committee; Brenda Reid, Matthew
Carter, Trahern Crews, and the author, in
front of   790 East 7th Street, soon-to-be

home of WEQY Radio.

Editor's Note: Trimble's Taste Trek does not appear in this month's print edition, but can be found online at www.daytonsbluffdistrictforum.org.

Placemaking Residency Visits Dayton's Bluff
Dan McGuiness, special to the Forum 

On  Tuesday, May 12, 2015, individuals, organizations, and institutions in the
Dayton's Bluff neighborhood will be the focus of a day-long series of walks, pre-
sentations, and workshops focusing on the intersection between urban design and
population health.  Three internationally renowned experts; Dr. Richard Jackson,
Dr. Anthony Iton, and Gehl Studio, will tour several sites and hear from local resi-
dents and leaders as part of the fourth annual Placemaking Residency produced by
the Saint Paul Riverfront Corporation and several neighborhood groups who are
working together to set the day's agenda.

Dr.  Richard  Jackson is  the  internationally  renowned  author  of  Designing
Healthy Communities,  and the host of the acclaimed PBS documentary series of
the same name. He speaks around the world about the connection between how we
build our cities and public health.

Gehl Studio is the San Francisco based office of the world-renowned Gehl Ar-
chitects, with work crossing the fields of architecture, urban design, and city plan-
ning in over 50 countries and 250 cities around the world. Gehl’s approach focuses
on how the built environment connects to – and is mutually beneficial to – people’s
quality of life.

Anthony Iton, M.D., J.D., MPH, is Senior Vice President for Healthy Communi-
ties at The California Endowment. Dr. Iton oversees the organization’s 10-Year,
multimillion dollar statewide commitment to advance policies and forge partner-
ships to build healthy communities and a healthy California. His primary focus in-
cludes health of disadvantaged populations and the contributions of race, class,
wealth, education, geography, and employment to health status.

Community members are invited to participate in events  throughout the day.
Plans are still being finalized, but the draft schedule calls for the day to begin at
7:30 a.m. with people gathering at Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary for a blessing by
Dakota educator, Jim Rock, a welcome from city and neighborhood partners, guid-
ed tours of the trails and Wakan Tipi Cave by The Lower Phalen Creek Project and
others, and refreshments prepared by Urban Oasis.  

Participants will be led on an interpreted walk along the Bruce Vento Regional
Trail through Swede Hollow Park, led by Friends of Swede Hollow and the East
Side Freedom Library. The group will gather then at 463 Maria Avenue, where
they will learn about the work of Urban Roots, one of the early leaders promoting
healthy food systems in our community.

The day will continue with walks and stops along East 7th Street, including the
East Side Enterprise Center, for a series of workshops and an intercultural food
court being organized by the Dayton's Bluff Community Council. The tour will
also visit Beacon Bluff, where the Saint Paul Port Authority is leading the redevel-
opment of this former 3M headquarters and the East Side Arts Council is engaging
artists to help interpret this story.    

As the day continues, the group will tour the historic residential neighborhood
and community gardens of Dayton's Bluff and cap off the day at Metro State Uni-
versity for a panel discussion with  Dr. Jackson, Dr. Iton, and Gehl Studio. In the
evening everyone will be urged to visit the many restaurants that are putting the
East Side on the culinary map of great places to eat in the Twin Cities.

Among the East Side organizations involved in planning the May 12 day on the
East  Side  are:   The  Asian Economic  Development  Association,  Dayton's  Bluff
Community Council, East Side Enterprise Center, East Side Freedom Library, East
Side Arts Council, Friends of Swede Hollow, HealthEast, Hmong American Part-
nership, Latino Economic Development Center, the  Lower Phalen Creek Project,
Metropolitan State University, Saint Paul Port Authority, Urban Oasis, and Urban
Roots.

As the schedule of events and details becomes final, information will be pub-
lished at the Saint Paul Riverfront Corporation web site at http://www.riverfront-
corporation.com/news-events-whats-new/4th-annual-placemaking-residency-
2015/.  More information about the entire week-long series of residency, events
throughout the Twin Cities, the participants, and the sponsors, is also available at
this site.


