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Transit Fare Increase to
Address Shortfall

   The Metropolitan Council recently
approved a fare increase on bus and
light rail rides in the region as well as
for Metro Mobility service for people
with disabilities.  The fare increase
will take effect July 1.
   Meanwhile, the Council postponed
action on proposed service
adjustments, hoping the Legislature
will come through with some
additional transit funding before
adjourning the Special Session.
   The 25-cent across-the-board fare
increase for Metro Transit and other
regular-route providers will help stem
a $60 million shortfall projected for
the 2006-07 biennium. The shortfall
is attributed to rising fuel and health
care costs as well as disappointing
revenues from motor vehicle sales
taxes, a major source of transit
funding.
   Metro Mobility customers will pay
25-cents more during non-rush hours
and 50-cents more during rush hours.
However, lower-than-expected bids
from providers of Metro Mobility
service make it very likely that the
Council won’t have to cut as deeply
into the service as previously thought.
   “Regardless of the legislative
outcome, we believe it’s reasonable
and fair to ask customers to pay a little
more for transit service,” said Council
Chair Peter Bell.  “Just like everyone

 Volume 18, No. 5                                                                       www.daytonsbluff.org                                                                                 July 2005

Lisa Falk, Cat Fish, and Denny Thompson at Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary Grand Opening.   Photo by Karin DuPaul

‘Transit Fare’ continued on page8

   On May 31st neighbors, block club
members, block club leaders and
public officials got together to discuss
ways that everyone working together
can make Dayton’s Bluff a better place
to live. The weeks before the meeting
was planned a number of crimes and
the tragic death of Sergeant Vick acted
as a wake up call for our community.
Many neighbors were ready to work
on helping improve their community.
   The meeting started with a welcome
and introductions of the public
officials. Then. Community Organizer
Karin DuPaul thanked everyone who
has been working on improving
Dayton’s Bluff including the
neighbors who have been working on
neighborhood issues for years, the
Police Department, Code
Enforcement, our City Council, and
the Mayor’s office.
   Next, Karin requested that the
meeting be one in which we focus on
solutions to our problems, not on the
problems themselves.

   Here are some suggestions shared
by concerned neighbors:
   1. License landlords as businesses.
   2. Ask that police officers to write a
report on every call to problem
properties, because making a
complaint and having a written report
about the call is helpful documentation
of the incident.
   3. Section 8 housing program should
take in account the number of police
calls when evaluating eligibility of
clients.
   4. Call police and report loud noise
and the loud use of profanity.
   5. City should reinstate the Houses
to Homes Program, which got vacant
houses back into owner occupied
home ownership.
   6. Taking back our streets.  Let’s be
visible and be accountable for our own
kids.

   City Council President; Kathy
Lantry - responses and suggestions:
   1. She will talk with the Section 8

Neighborhood  Meeting
Generates Discussion

Bear  Sca re
by Gabriel Garbow
   Tuesday, May 17th, some Mounds
Park residents near the corner of Plum
and Maple awoke to an unusual sight.
A black bear had wandered into the
neighborhood, bringing with him the
attention of the Saint Paul Police
Department.  The bear meandered
across the East Side of St. Paul
overnight.  It wasfirst spotted in
Oakdale by the Sgt. Pepper’s Bar and
Grill.  The police responded to calls
from concerned citizens, and kept the
errant bear under close watch.
   By the time the bear showed up in
Dayton’s Bluff, it had become too
much of a threat to people.  Police
tranquilized the bear, and consulted
with Environmental Protection/St.
Paul Animal Control.  The consensus
was that it would be too difficult and
too risky to try to transport and relocate
the animal.  According to Animal
Control officials, relocated bears
rarely survive, due to unfamiliarity
with their new surroundings and the
tranquilizers in their systems. The bear
was euthanized at about 7:00 a.m. ‘Discussion’ continues on page 8
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Volunteer Tutors
are needed for the following classes:

- Spanish Literacy Classes
- English as a Second Language
(ESL) Classes
- Citizenship Classes
- Computer Classes
- Child supervision services
assistant

   The minimum time commitment for
volunteer tutors is three hours per
week for an eight-week period.
Classes are held in the morning and
evening and the next quarter begins
in early July.  Spanish is not a
requirement.
   For more information, contact
Alejandra Reyes at 651-379-4229.

Va c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l

   Imagine being a favorite son, a slave,
a prisoner, and a ruler of Egypt!  This
was the fascinating life of Joseph in
the Bible.  “God was with Joseph” is
the theme for Vacation Bible School
at First Lutheran Church this year.
Since Joseph’s story is also the story
of his large family, this Vacation Bible
School will be a family event. All ages
are welcome.
   Over five evenings, from Sunday
July 24th through Thursday July 28th,
young and old can experience Joseph’s
life.  You might wear the Pharaoh’s
ring and rule Egypt, or you might be
thrown down a well.  Together we will
learn about how God was with Joseph
through all the ups and downs of his
life through storytelling, music, crafts,
and fun!
    The Bible School will be held from
6:15 to 8:00 each evening.  There is
an optional supper available at 5:30.
Registration forms are available at the
First Lutheran Church office at 463
Maria Avenue, or call 776-7210 to
request a form.  The cost is $5 per
person, with a $20 limit per family.
Registrations must be received by July
10th.

First Lutheran Church
463 Maria Ave.

St. Paul, MN 55106
651-776-7210
1 block N. of
Metropolitan

StateUniversity

Sunday Worship - 9:00 am

Fellowship - 9:45 am

Nursery & Handicapped Accessible

ALL ARE WELCOME!

List your church in
the District Forum

Directory, call:
651-772-2075

Church Directory
Bethlehem Lutheran

655 Forest Street
St. Paul, MN 55106

651-776-4737
Corner of Forest & Margaret

Saturday Evening Service
5:00 pm

Sunday Morning Service
9:00 am

Sunday School and Bible Hour
10:15-11:15 am

Hmong  Service
 Sunday 11:15 am

We will be celebrating
the companions we have and

acknowledging the ones who have
passed on at Indian Mounds Park
on July 10th, from 4:00-5:00 p.m.

Bring your pet or a picture.
All pets must be leashed or crated.
For more information: call Mounds

Park Church 774-8736.

Pastor Victor Waters

Blessing of the Animals

    Have you ever wanted to start your
own business?  Or, have you started
one and are realizing that you need
more education to make it successful?
If so, sign up for the Dayton’s Bluff
Neighborhood Entrepreneur Training
and Support Program.  This program
helps start-up and young businesses
on the East Side.  All East Side
entrepreneurs are welcome.
   Class training lasts approximately
16 weeks and includes topics such as
operations management, marketing,
financial management, one to one
assistance with creating a successful
business, and preparing a business
plan.  Those who successfully

Be Your Own Boss complete the course and locate their
businesses in target neighborhoods are
eligible for ongoing business support
services.
   Some of the businesses that people
who took the course have started
include graphics, photography, food
service, restoration of wood furniture
and works of art, custom floral design
for weddings and events, and exterior
and interior painting.
   The course is sponsored by the
Dayton’s Bluff Community Council
and the Neighborhood Development
Center.  There is a small registration
fee based on a sliding fee scale.  The
next session will start in September
and class size is limited.  Please call
Karin at 772-2075 for  application. 

National Night Out
   Celebrate National Night Out on
August 2, 2005 with your neighbors
and friends. Some neighborhood
groups and block clubs are planning
to have a neighborhood barbecue, a
potluck, an ice cream social, a band
playing music, a volleyball game or
other activities a group of neighbors
can do together.
   Plan to spend the evening getting to
know your neighbors.  National Night
Out is designed to heighten crime and
drug prevention awareness, generate
support for and participation in local
anti-crime programs, strengthen
neighborhood spirit and police-
community partnerships, and send a
message to criminals, letting them
know that neighborhoods are
organized and fighting back.  Join 30
million other people in more than
9,000 communities nation-wide in a
variety of events and activities.  Let’s
make this year even bigger!
   Here is a list of some of the Dayton’s
Bluff National Night Out events:

* 1st Lutheran Church, 464 Maria

* 5th Street East between Mounds
Blvd and Maria

*Bethlehem Lutheran Church, at
Margaret and Forest

* Clarence between Point Douglas and
McLean

* Conway between Arcade and
Mendota

* Margaret Recreation Center, at 1109
Margaret St.

* Reaney between Forest and Cypress

* Swede Hollow Park, at Greenbrier
and Margaret
   Watch for more events in next
month’s issue of the Forum. If you are
interested in having a National Night
Out event in your neighborhood call
Karin at 772-2075.        

Sena to r  Mee  Moua  speak ing  to  v i s i t o r s  a t  t he  B ruce  Ven to
Nature  Sanctuary  Grand Opening.   Photo  by  Dennis  Thompson.

by Gabriel Garbow, Editor
   Do you have an idea for a news
story?  Did you see news happen?  Is
there something that you just wish we
would write about in the Dayton’s
Bluff District Forum?
   The solution is just a phone call or
mouse click away.

  This is your paper, so get involved.
Snap a photograph, write a letter , an
article, or simply show up to one of
our brainstorming sessions.  NO
EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!
   To get involved, call Karin at 651-
772-2075, or email the editor at
gabrielgarbow @hotmail.com.   

What’s Going On Out There?
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Summer Garden Tours
   Greening Dayton’s Bluff is planning
a number of walking garden tour in
Dayton’s Bluff this summer.  There
will be two tours in July in the 5th and
Forest area and one in the 6th and
Maple area. We will look at a number
of beautiful gardens. Call Karin at
651-772-2075 to register and get the
location of the starting point.
   Generally ten to fifteen Dayton’s
Bluff people go on the tours, looking
at the beauty and getting new ideas for
their gardens. If you would like to have
your garden on a tour or have one of
these tours in your area call Karin at
772-2075.           

July Movies at the
M o u n d s  T h e a t r e
   In early June “Singin’ in the Rain”
became the first movie shown at the
Mounds Theatre in thirty-eight years.
It was followed a few weeks later by
“The Wizard of Oz.”.  If you missed
these shows, you still have several
more chances to watch movies in your
very own neighborhood theatre this
July.
   First up is “The Adventures of Robin
Hood” (1938 – no rating) starring
Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Basil
Rathbone and Claude Rains. Even
after all these years and many other
versions, this is still considered the
definitive Robin Hood tale. See it at
the Mounds on Friday July 15th or
Saturday July 16th at 7 p.m.
   The final movie of the summer
season will be shown on Friday July
29th and Saturday July 30th.  The film’s
title was not available at press time.
Please check with the Mounds
Theatre.
   Please note:  The previously
scheduled films, “Blade Runner” and
“The General”, were not available.
They may rescheduled at a future date.
   All tickets are $5.00 and concessions
are reasonably priced. The Mounds
Theatre is handicap accessible.  Come
see these great shows in air-
conditioned comfort this summer.
   The Mounds Theatre is located at
1029 Hudson Road, St. Paul, MN
55106.  Call 651-772-2253 or visit
www.moundstheatre.org for updates
on films and show times.     

Regional Parks Map is
Updated and Available
   The next time someone tells you to
take a hike, check out all your options
on the new Regional Parks Map.
Produced by the Metropolitan
Council, the colorful map features
regional parks and trails, park reserves
and special recreation features, such
as the Como Zoo and Conservatory,
as well as state and federal park and
conservation lands across the seven-
county metro area.
   The map also shows where to find
amenities and facilities within the
parks system for hiking and biking,
fishing and boating, skiing and
snowmobiling, to name a few.
   The Twin Cities region boasts a
parks system that’s unparalleled in the
country, with 52,000 acres of regional
parks and park reserves, 22 regional
trails with 170 miles currently open
to the public, and more than 30 million
visits a year. Since the inception of the
regional parks system in 1974, the
Council has invested $367 million to
help acquire and develop parks and
trails throughout the region.
   “The Twin Cities is graced with a
vast network of parks, reserves and
trails that contributes significantly to
the region’s quality of life and
livability,” said Council Chair Peter
Bell. “The map is an important and
useful tool, helping people to enjoy
regional amenities and see for
themselves the investment that’s been
made.”
   Maps are available, free of charge,
at park agencies, libraries, transit
stores and online by visiting the
Council’s publication directory at
h t tp : / /www.metrocounci l .org/
metroarea/pub_directory.htm. The
updated parks map will soon be
available on the Council web site at
www.metrocouncil.org.
   The regional parks system is a
product of collaboration at many
levels. The Metropolitan Parks and
Open Space Commission
recommends parks, trails and special
recreation features for inclusion in the
regional system. The Metro Council
designates regional parks and trails.
Ten local park agencies actually own
and operate parks and trails in the
system, including:

·  Park departments in Anoka, Carver,
Dakota, Ramsey, Scott and
Washington counties

·  Three Rivers Park District

· Minneapolis Park & Recreation
Board, St. Paul Parks and Recreation
and Bloomington Parks and
Recreation.

   The Metropolitan Council is the
regional planning organization for
the seven-county Twin Cities area.
The Council runs the regional bus and
light-rail system, collects and treats
wastewater, coordinates regional
water resources, plans regional parks
and administers funds that provide
housing opportunities for low- and
moderate-income individuals and
families.  The Council is appointed by
and serves at the pleasure of the
Minnesota Governor.                              

Dayton’s Bluff Community
R e c r e a t i o n  C e n t e r

800 Conway St.     651.793-3885
Director: Jody Griffin
jody.griffin@ci.stpaul.mn.us

FALL SPORTS REGISTRATION
will be July 11-22.  Flag Football ages
8-12 and Soccer ages 5-12.
Registration forms must be filled out.
SENIOR CARDS – 500; Friday’s;
12:30-4 pm; Fee: $12/yr + weekly fee
for the kitty.
EXTREME SPORTS EXTRA-
VAGANZA! - Punt, pass, kick, shoot,
dribble, slam, hit, catch, throw, run,
and spike challenge! Thurs., July 14;
3-5:30 pm; Ages 7-15; Fee: $12
URBAN TENNIS LESSONS -Ages
7-18; M-F beginning June 20-July 29;
Daily lessons for youth. Fee: 1st child
$50, 2nd child $25, 3rd child $15, 4th
child is free.
SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM  -
Ages 1-18; Free lunch  from 12-1 pm
MOVIES - A special theme each
week!  M-Th beginning June 20
running every other week until Aug.
18. Movie time: 1:30-3:30 pm.
ARTIST WORKSHOP - Ages 8 &
up; Tuesday’s beginning July 12 for
8 weeks.  Fee: $35 + cost of frames.
Call the center for more information.
3, 2, 1 BLAST OFF CAMP - Ages
7-12; M-F Aug. 1-5; 9 am-noon; Fee:
$90; Call for more information
ART MURAL TEAM  - Ages 10-
16; M-F July 5-8; 1-4 pm; Fee: $10;
Call for more information
VOLLEYBALL CLINIC  - Ages
13-17; M-Th July 18-21; 12-2:30 pm;
$20.  Ages 7-12; M-Th July 18-21;
2:30-5 pm; $20
BASKETBALL CLINIC  - Ages 7-
11; M-Th July 25-28; 1-3 pm. Ages
12-17; M-Th July 25-28; 3-5 pm; $20
MULTI-SPORT CAMPS - Ages 7-
11; M-T July 11-12; 9 am-noon.  Ages
12-15; M-T July 11-12; 1-4 pm; $25
TEEN CLUB - A club for area youth
who want to get involved in positive
social, cultural, and community
service activities.  The group meets
on Tuesday & Thursdays.  Free.   New
members are wanted.
FIELD TRIPS - Registration must
be completed with a permission slip
prior to trip.  You may pick slips up
at the rec. center.

-Zoo, Pool & Picnic: Fri., July 8
-MN Lynx Game: Wed., July 13
-Crystal Caves & Beach Picnic:
Fri., July 15
-Bike Tour & Swim: Fri., July 22
-Bunker Beach: Fri., July 29
-Cosmic Bowling: Fri., Aug. 5
-Grand Rios: Fri., Aug. 12
-Farm Day: Sat, Aug 13
-Waterpark & Picnic: Fri, Aug 19
-Crowley’s Gynmastic Center &
Richard Walton Park: Fri, Aug 26
EXTREME TEENS -  ages 13-17
-Skatepark: Thurs, July 14
-Mall of America Day: Thurs, July 21
-Splat Ball: Thurs., July 28
-Cannon River Tubing: Thurs, Aug 4
-Bluff Lock-In: Thurs, Aug 11

MoveYour Body
by Julianne Seiber, Steps to a Healthier
St. Paul Coordinator, St. Paul - Ramsey
County Department of Public Health

   Accumulating 30 to 60 minutes of
physical activity during the day is one
of the best things you can do for your
body’s health and your mental
outlook.  And it is never too late to
start.  A physically active person is in
better shape than a couch potato no
matter what size they are.
   The Do> Campaign sponsored by
BlueCross is appearing around the
Twin Cities this summer.  Do>
encourages you to groove your body
for at least 10 minutes three times a
day.  It’s not about marathons or even
about running.  It’s about small efforts
like a 10-minute walk after lunch or
dinner, pulling or hoeing weeds for 10
minutes, walking in place while you’re
talking on the phone, or parking at the
back of the parking lot instead of
cruising around for the space closest
to the door.
   Other groups are encouraging
activity in different ways.  One
suggestion is to figure out how much
you are doing now and try to increase
that by 20 percent every few weeks.
Another strategy is “Walk a Hound,
Lose a Pound.”  The U.S. Centers for
Disease Control is sponsoring a web-
based effort called “Small Steps” and
a local initiative “Steps for a Healthier
US/Minnesota/St. Paul.”
   The bottom line is to decide that it
makes sense to be more active.  You’ll
feel better now and you’ll maintain
your bones and muscles so they can
support your body throughout your
life.  “Do” life in a more active way
every day.
   Dayton’s Bluff is rich with
opportunities to be active.  There are
sidewalks all over the community,
trails in Swede Hallow and the Bruce
Vento Nature Sanctuary, parks in
walking distance of most residences
and many other walking destinations
such as restaurants, grocery stores,
beautiful gardens, historic sites,
churches, and schools.  In addition
there are two recreation centers, the
YMCA, and several churches with
gyms and sports leagues.     

Horse and wagon rides in the Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary.  Photo by Dennis Thompson.
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           A Short History of Dayton’s Bluff  by Steve Trimble

blocks away. At the time Smith built,
Phalen Creek flowed through the west
side of the property. The foundation and
the two chimneys were made of the terra
cotta — a hard, durable kiln-burnt clay
from the factory. Unfortunately, little is
known about the family’s story.
   The Minnesota Terra Cotta Lumber
Co., where Smith worked, was located
north of Seventh Street near Earl. It
made a unique kiln-burnt product that
was lighter than brick.  The factory could
process twenty-five tons of material
every day.  The terra cotta was made of
clay and sawdust and could be nailed and
bored like wood, but was claimed to be
much more fireproof.
    One of the most splendid homes built
in the mid-1880s was that of Adolph
Munch. Located today at 653 East Fifth

Street it is one of the best examples of
Queen Anne architecture in St. Paul.
There had been an 1871 Munch house,
but it burned down on Jan 5, 1884. Five
months later, architect Emil Ulrichi was
hired to design a new home that was
completed in the fall.
   The family came from Germany and
had originally been in the Taylor’s Falls
area, coming to this city in the 1860’s.
He ran a lumbering company until he
became president of the Volkszeitung
Printing and Publishing Company,
which produced a German language
newspaper. The structure was put on the
National Register of Historic Places in
1977.
   One descendent remembered some of
the times in the house.  Because of the
size of the lawn, it was a natural

gathering place for children. The
wooden stairway down from Hoffman
was a special treat. Families entertained
one another. The family had an “at
home” day every Thursday. There would
be preparation of baking and cleaning.
Linen dust covers were removed from
the furniture in the formal front parlor.
   Like today, the edge of the bluff was a
good place to spend a holiday. The
Munch household always had a
traditional Fourth of July party. The lawn
was dotted with Japanese lanterns and
carriages crowded up in the turnaround.
Every summer there were ice cream
socials among the lilac bushes and oak
trees.
   The Munch family members were
prominent within the close-knit German
community that developed in Dayton’s
Bluff in the 1880s. There were other
groups, such as Yankees and Irish, but
the Germans were a highly visible group
at the time. As was often the case, they
were eager to establish a church to serve
their spiritual needs.
   In the Spring of 1881, Assumption
Church in downtown announced the
start of fund raising for a Catholic
church for Dayton’s Bluff Germans.
There were meetings with Archbishop
John Ireland and an architect named
Bassford was hired to head up the job.
The wooden frame church was
dedicated on December 7, 1881 and two
weeks later, the first service was
celebrated.
       A Catholic educational effort was
not far behind. By September 1882,
work was beginning on the church’s new
school. In November 1883, four sisters
of Notre Dame arrived to start the
school which started out with 83
students. The school is still going today,
now part of the Trinity School, a
cooperative effort of several Catholic
congregations.
   There was a German language daily
newspaper, headquartered in St. Paul
and headed by Dayton’s Bluff residents.
As the population grew, so did local
German-owned businesses and
commercial structures.
   One of the well-frequented
establishments was the Schornstein
Grocery. Still standing at 707 Wilson, it

was originally an 1880’s grocery store
and saloon. There was also a sizeable
room in the upper stories used for
receptions, dances and other gatherings.
    Of course there were groups other
than the German who were making their
own contribution to the neighborhood.
In 1883, for instance, one hundred and
fifteen residents started the Atlantic
Congregational church at Bates and
Conway. The Irish would soon establish
their own Catholic Church at Fifth and
Forest. In 1884 Catherine Miller built a
four-story grocery store and flats
(apartments on upper floors) at Maria
and Fifth. All of them, some in newer
structures, exist today.
   Because of the increase in families with
children, a new public school was
needed to replace the small McLean
school. Named Van Buren, it was built
at Conway and Maple in 1881. It had a
mere four faculty members and only
went to the fourth grade. The following
year, eight rooms were used and classes
went up to the seventh grade. There was
already need for an addition in 1883,
which added four rooms and four years
later, another eight rooms were added
on Maple Street.
  As the population grew, the remnant
rural culture began to disappear.  A
group of Dayton’s Bluff people
complained in 1884 when “the pound
master made a clean sweep of the cows
grazing on the commons yesterday and
deprived the whole community of their
last night’s milk.”  However, a year later
area residents at a meeting voted to ask
the city council to extend the “cow
limits” six blocks further out on the bluff.
    Some aspects of the community’s
agricultural past continued, however.
Most of them came in the form of
specialty undertakings, such as the floral
business run by English immigrant
William King, who settled in Dayton’s
Bluff in 1872.
    He and his wife Bertha (Miller)
purchased five acres of land a little east
of today’s Earl and Pacific, which was
then outside the city limits and built a
small house with a kitchen, a parlor and
three bedrooms. The bathroom,
naturally, was in a separate out-building.
  In 1866 the Kings platted the land into

Chapter #7:
Full Development in the 1880 s

There is little doubt that Dayton’s Bluff,
now so near the city… and which is so
finely adapted for fine suburban homes by
a succession of terraces, will be speedily
covered with dwellings for merchants and
railroad men to whose places of business
it is so near and so accessible.
           Pioneer Press, January 7, 1882

   1882 marked a take-off point for the
full development of Dayton’s Bluff that
occurred during the decade. Large
numbers of houses were being built and
the land filled in as part of a citywide
real estate boom. Parallel commercial
construction, such as corner groceries,
stores and taverns, accompanied the
increased home building.
   According to a newspaper source,
around one hundred and fifty new
homes were built in the neighborhood
between 1882 and 1884. By 1892 the
number had gone up to almost four
hundred added during the ten-year
period. Generally, larger and more
elegant structures were put up in the
Lower Bluff, while moderately priced
homes predominated east of Mendota.
   There had been earlier construction,
but there was still a lot of open land that
could be subdivided into lots. These
remaining sites were rapidly filled up
with ambitious building by homeowners
and investors who engaged in
speculative building. Sometimes the
older mansions with their large grounds

were split up.
  New plats for lots were drawn upon
the landscape. Some were designed for
the elite, others for working class
families. Thompson’s subdivision, for
instance, was filed with the city on
March 7, 1885. According to the
Pioneer Press, it consisted of twenty-two
lots between Hudson, Plum, Maria and
Hoffman, now called Mounds
Boulevard.
   In May of 1883, an area real estate
magazine called the Inland Architect
and Builder reported that Adam
Gotzian, a local businessman who
owned a shoe factory, among other
things, started to build twelve houses on
Dayton’s Bluff. They were going to be
sold on monthly payments to laboring
men and he was considering building
thirty more at a later date.
    Many of the smaller homes still stand
in different areas of the community. The
Zahn House, located at 889 Margaret
is a fine example of the worker’s
cottages. It dates from around 1882.
Zahn, a skilled cigar maker, died at a
fairly young age, leaving behind his wife
and several children. She lost the home
in 1891, but was able to rent it and keep
living there until 1897.
     Another structure that is typical of
the many homes built for workers near
the East Seventh Street industrial
district is located at 1087 Ross. Built in
1885, it was originally owned by William
Smith, a foreman at the Minnesota
Terra Cotta Works, a factory located two

Old Seventh Street Bridge; area landfilled in 1880s.  All photos courtesy of MN Historical Society.

Schornstein Grocery Store, built in 1884 from “Picturesque Dayton’s Bluff” by Smith & Horst.
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lots, but they did not sell well and they
still owned most of them as late as the
1920’s. Even after Pacific Street was
graded to King’s house, it took many
years for city water to arrive. All of the
hundreds of plants had to be watered
by hand from a pump.
  A granddaughter said that King “was
not a big man, very distinguished, soft-
spoken, always immaculate, with beard
and moustache; the typical English
gentleman.... Dinner was always an
experience at Grandpa’s house.”
   “The table was always set in ‘English
style’ with the plates all stacked up at
one end,” she remembered. “The plates
would then be passed to Grandpa, who
sat at the head of the table, carving the
meat and placing the food on each dish.”
King finally retired in his late sixties and
died in 1922, at the age of 77.
    As was the case in other cities, the
rapid growth in the 1880’s often placed
a strain on an aging urban infrastructure.
The new residents, especially the
growing middle class, wanted to have
better city services for the booming area.
To help this happen, they formed the first
of many neighborhood improvement
associations—The Dayton’s Bluff
Citizen’s Union.
    St. Paul papers noted the group.
“Attention appears to be somewhat more

attracted to Dayton’s Bluff,”  said the
Globe in November, 1885. It mentioned
that the union was pushing for
improvements such as electric lights.
“This is an indication,” the article read,
“that the people of the bluff are alive to
the importance of having something
done to bring that part of the town into
prominence.”
    In 1885 Dayton’s Bluff was successful
in its quest for electric street lights. They
collected the five hundred dollars that
was needed for the poles and wires from
contributions. After that, the city agreed
to pay for the cost of the lighting.
   But the group had more than lights on
their agenda. They wanted city garbage
collecting, a landfill on Seventh Street
so a better bridge could be built, an area
fire station and improved street car
service, “especially on opera nights.”
     The people of the Union met every
week or two “to talk over matters
pertaining to the interest of the ward.”
For one issue, they hired an attorney to
speak for the group and the papers
reported that around five hundred
people showed up in front of the board
of public works.
   The need for a Third Street Bridge was
a major focus in 1885. The route was
dangerous because “railway tracks…
cross the lower portion of it in such
numbers as to render it positively
dangerous to life and limb.” Some felt a
twenty-four foot bridge was enough

Ode to Reason
by Mary Petrie
   I consider myself a practical sort of
person, full of reason and common
sense. Certainly my daily habits would
reflect such a well-grounded
disposition:  I’m organized down to
the minute some days, with a mini-
van stocked for emergencies that
include toddler clothing changes or the
plummeting blood sugar of a nine-year
old boy.
   Between managing a busy
household, raising three children, and
nurturing a career, there’s little room
for nonsensical leeway.  My laptop
and desktop computers are networked;
children’s summer gear is lined up,
army-like, in the garage.  If a child’s
fall doesn’t involve blood or bones,
it’s not an injury, no matter how loud
the scream.   I oversee my life in purely
practical terms, operating on good old
common sense and efficiency.
   There’s one fatal flaw in this self-
narrative, however.  I am wildly –
hopelessly – superstitious.
   Fervor for all things inexplicable
probably began with my Catholic
girlhood: I believed if I didn’t pray for
my soul before sleep, I would certainly
never wake up in the morning.  I took
to a rosary like most children take to
ice cream or hopscotch.  There was
no calm grazing for four-leaf clovers
– I mapped out my territory and got
serious, magnifying glass and all.  If a
traffic light turned yellow before my
bike made the curb, this meant
spaghetti for dinner; stay green, and
we’d be served up burgers.  Life had
a logic that had nothing to do with
reason recognized by others, but with
a system of signs and symbols useful
only to me.
     So imagine my reaction when I had
a dream about winning the recent $250
million Lottery.  Imagine my reaction
when I reported said dream to my
husband, John, who excitedly
concurred that he too was having
dreams – daydreams – about that
jackpot.  Good enough for me: this
was a Sign.   Although I hadn’t bought
a lottery ticket in years, I knew I was
meant to win – and win big.  If not the
jackpot, well at least something in five
figures.
   Despite such clear writing on the
wall, the Saturday deadline rolled

Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary
bonding bill:

   Senator Mee Moua and I have
introduced a bonding bill for next year
that would appropriate 5 million
dollars for a grant to St. Paul to pre-
design, design, construct, furnish and
equip an interpretive center at the
Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary.  The
St. Paul delegation is fully supportive
of this request.  The more support that
we can garner from city officials, and
the community, the better.  Please
contact Representative Sheldon
Johnson if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Rep. Sheldon Johnson
651.266.1433          

Dear Editor:

   This afternoon I saw a crane or an
egret fly over my back yard. That
was a first for me. I’ve seen similar
birds wading in the waters of Swede
Hollow Park, but I’ve never seen
one from the ground up.
   This one was coming from the
direction of Swede Hollow Park,
heading towards the river, and flew
right over my house.
   Thank you to everyone who turned
a dream into the Bruce Vento Nature
Sanctuary. Congratulations on the
successful opening. Let’s keep it
beautiful.

Sincerely,
Sarah Ryan          

Letters to the Editor    798 East 7th Street / Saint Paul, MN 55106

around and I never quite got around
to purchasing that ticket.  I found
myself at my friend Alan’s birthday
party as the final hour approached.  9
p.m. was the cut-off and here I sat,
pondering a second glass of wine at
8:30.    I mulled over my dilemma
with another guest, only to discover
that he too had received a Sign about
the jackpot.  He was going to win, and
win big.  The guest pulled the precious
slip of paper out of his pocket,
showing me how the numbers lined
up with four children’s birthdays.
   Poor guy.   Sad, to live out such
delusions and share them with others.
   Me—I was newly determined to cut
the party and buy my ticket to
freedom.   Mingling my way out the
door, I was shocked to discover that
the enormous lottery was indeed the
topic of considerable conversation.
Nearly all these people had tickets in
hand!  Not everyone had Signs to give
them hope, but there were dreams and
wistful sighs aplenty.   Even as I was
hopping into the car, Alan’s son Eliot
asked me to buy him a ticket.  He’d
pay me back, he promised.
   I quickly did the math and
negotiated a deal:  I’d front for the
ticket if he promised me $5 million,
after taxes, if he won.  I could live with
that, but could he?  His eyes darkened
and brow furrowed, calculating.   He
asked,  “How much is the jackpot after
taxes?”  I estimated.  We squared off
and finally agreed that $5 million was
a fair trade-off for my buck and the
two-block drive.   Generously, I
offered the same if I won.   Why not?
   Alas, the appearance of this article
means that I am not basking in the
Caribbean sun, either on Eliot’s dime
or my own.   And upon further
reflection, it’s clear that I
misinterpreted the messages sent my
way:  the lottery I am meant to win
must be in the future.   Yet there is an
unfortunate dearth of details
surrounding the specifics of when that
date will arrive.  So I may just have to
tinker with my tightly strung schedule
and include ‘buy one lottery ticket’ as
a weekly item.  After all, four dollars
a month isn’t much to pay for daily
dreaming, lost in a stack of books on
a beach.
    I oversee my life in purely practical
terms, operating on good old common
sense and efficiency.

Voice Your Opinions Here!   gabrielgarbow@hotmail.com

Young women of Dayton’s Bluff German families sometime in the 1880s.  MN Historical Society.

while others argued for thirty-two, with
footpaths on each side. “The discussion
then became very heated, and for about
five minutes no one save Mr. Kelly could
be heard.
   “‘Why ain’t the Alderman requested
to meet with us?’ inquired Mr. Kelly,” a
paper reported. The chair of the Union’s
committee on streets said that all the
Aldermen had been invited a number
of times “but they have never
responded,” said the chair.
   “‘Well, I’ll appoint myself a committee
of one to notify the alderman we want,
and if he don’t show up at the next
meeting, I’ll ask for his resignation. I
don’t fool much with these aldermen,’
said Mr. Kelly.”
   Whether or not it was because of Mr.
Kelly’s threats, there were some victories
for Bluff residents. At a November 1885
meeting, it was reported that the fire
department had been in the area
installing alarm boxes and that in a week
they would have a hose cart.
   In addition, the first section of the
Dayton’s Bluff water works system—
used for fire fighting—was completed,
protecting the Bluff up to Maple. In a
test, it could throw a stream of water
150 to 160 feet. There were twenty-
seven hydrants, the Pioneer Press said,
and “the applications for service

connections from the bluff are coming
in more rapidly than expected… if the
demand keeps up the force engaged in
putting them in will have to be doubled.”
   The Seventh Street fill, finished in
1884, and the Third Street Bridge,
completed in 1887, kept the
neighborhood’s building boom going
until the early 1890s. By the end of the
decade, they were a fully developed
community that was self-sufficient but
more connected with the rest of the city
because of improvements in the bridges
and roads going from the East Side to
downtown.
    People were quick to boost the area
even before the transportation system
was completely improved. Just prior to
the completion of the Third Street
Bridge, there was an 1886 notice in the
Pioneer Press that probably holds as true
today as it did over a century ago.
Written by the A.D Warner Real Estate
Company, the advertisement read:

The property known as Dayton’s Bluff is
to-day by long odds the cheapest
residence property in St Paul… It has
been, up to within the last years, almost
inaccessible.... now that the Third Street
Bridge is being erected it ought to increase
rapidly to prices asked and gotten for
property equidistant in other directions.
There are hundreds of beautiful building
sites on the Bluff commanding a lovely
view of the whole of the city, and the river,
in both directions.… Get some Dayton’s
Bluff property by all means.     
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Buckthorn Should be
Removed

   Buckthorn is an invasive non-native
shrub that was introduced to North
America during the 1800s. Buckthorn
was planted as a popular hedge
material. Even though buckthorn
makes a nice full hedge in a yard, it
also makes an impenetrable, messy
thicket in parks, roadsides, forests, and
your neighbor’s yard.
   Each buckthorn fruit produces 2-4
seeds that remain viable for up to six
years! Birds eat these buckthorn fruit
and then deposit the seeds everywhere
on the fly. Because buckthorn tolerates
shade, full-sun, drought and bad soil,
it thrives just about anywhere. As a
result, buckthorn quickly moves from
pruned, well-kept yards and invades
other areas.
   Buckthorn is detrimental to the
health and future of forests, prairies,
wetlands and parks. It reduces
biodiversity, destroys wildlife habitat

and out-competes other important
native plants, completely changing the
landscape. For these reasons, in 2001
the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture declared both Common
and Glossy Buckthorn RESTRICTED
NOXIOUS WEEDS. Sale,
transportation, or movement of these
plants is prohibited statewide by the
Minnesota Department of Agriculture.
   Still, buckthorn is easily found
throughout Minneapolis and St. Paul
as well as in every county of
Minnesota. Just look for buckthorn in
late fall when the native trees and
shrubs have dropped their leaves.
Buckthorn still has its green leaves
often into December. You will not
miss it!
   Imagine a piece of land that is one
enormous thicket of buckthorn. There
would be no diversity of plants,
nowhere for songbirds to nest in the
lower canopy, and only one type of
fruit for small animals. This is what is
happening to our urban woodlands.
For more information call Karin at
Greening Dayton’s Bluff 651-772-
2075, or visit the Friends of the Parks
and Trails of St. Paul and Ramsey
County website at www.friends
oftheparks.org/removal.html for a
buckthorn removal guide.     

Probation Officers:
The Unseen Law
Enforcement Agents

by State Rep. Sheldon Johnson
   Ramsey County Probation Officer
Dave Kosciolek knows that protecting
the public is his first priority.
 “Every day as I go to work, I review
in my mind the most serious offenders
on my caseload. It is my job to hold
these offenders accountable, and I
take this mission seriously,” he states.
   P.O. Kosciolek is one of my
colleagues in corrections. As a fellow
probation officer, I know that
supervising offenders has become an
increasingly difficult and challenging
task. Historically, Minnesota has been
a national leader in effective probation
practice. However, growing caseload
size and the ongoing mandates for
additional probation services are
beginning to seriously jeopardize the
ability of probation officers to
successfully supervise offenders.
   Unlike states such as Wisconsin,
which has almost three times as many
persons locked up, Minnesota relies
much more on community
supervision. In fact, there are about
127,000 offenders – juvenile and
adult – who are under community
supervision.
   When I first started working in
corrections over 30 years ago, a
probation officer’s caseload size
averaged around 40 to 50 clients.

Currently, it is not unusual for a
probation officer to have a caseload
well over 120 persons.  In the case of
the “lower risk” offenders, such as
some one with three or more DWIs,
caseloads can skyrocket to as high as
400 to 500.
   Probation officers are often the
unseen law enforcement agent in the
criminal justice system. However, the
work performed is vital to preventing
further victims of crime – and a return
to jail for the criminal. The probation
officer’s knowledge about the
offender, crime committed and
resources in the community can pave
the way to helping the offender make
a successful adjustment to his or her
home, job and community.
   It should be a cause for concern for
all of us that probation caseloads in
Minnesota are exceeding the national
standard by over twice the
recommended size. According to the
Department of Corrections, high-risk
offenders in most of our counties
receive too little direct, face-to-face
contact per month. Although crime in
Minnesota has declined over the past
10 years, the number of offenders
under supervision continues to rise.
   The legislature’s increased attention
to crime has also resulted in added
responsibilities for probation officers.
For example, new crime categories
and enhanced penalties may have
benefited public safety but have also
increased the length of time offenders
are under supervision.  And, mandated
tasks for probation officers now

includes DNA testing, compulsive
gambling assessments, victim
notification, domestic abuse
assessment and investigations,
neighborhood impact statements, and
registration and assessments of sex
offenders.
   In addition, the growing number of
women and girls in the offender
population has created new issues and
needs that often require more of
probation officer’s time and energy.
Smaller caseloads are especially
important with these offenders to
sensitively address these multiple
issues and help put an end to the cycle
of crime, poverty, chemical
dependency and abuse.
   All of these issues – unfunded
legislative mandates, more offenders,
longer supervision times and new
needs — put tremendous pressure on
probation services.
   The solution lies partly in the State
adequately funding probation services
from a long-term perspective.
Community supervision is much less
costly and a much more effective
correctional model than one that
emphasizes incarceration. Remember,
almost all prisoners get out eventually.
Minnesota needs to make sure
probation officers have the time and
resources to keep our communities
safe.
   Contact State Rep. Sheldon
Johnson at: Minnesota House of
Representatives, District 67B, 229
State Office Building, St. Paul, MN
55155, (651) 296-4201.     

Advertise in the Dayton’s Bluff District Forum - Call (651) 772-2075

by State Senator Mee Moua
   It is mid-June, and while most
people would like to get on with
summer’s activities, it is difficult to
escape constant reminders that the
Minnesota legislature has yet to
complete its work for the year. What’s
more, the governor has begun
threatening a government shutdown.
   I understand your frustration,
anxiety and outright confusion about
everything I listed above, and I can tell
you that I share these feelings in many
respects. But as someone who has
worked tirelessly for the past five
months defending priorities such as
full funding for education, accessible
health care for all working
Minnesotans and smaller burdens on
property-tax payers, I also understand
the importance of the overtime work
we are enduring.
   The Republican leaders that control
the House and governor’s office are
banking on the two-to-one advantage
they hold over us Democrats that
control only the Senate. They are
hoping they can bully us into
accepting irresponsible education
funding, higher property taxes and
slashes to health care for as many as
40,000 working Minnesotans.
Democrats have a choice to make: do
we allow the clock to keep ticking on
this special session, or do we accept
sub-par budget deals at the expense
of Minnesota’s school children,

working families and the state’s
future?
   I was elected to represent you and
your interests at the State Capitol. I
know my district, and I believe that
you hold education, health care and
basic tax fairness as high priorities.
You want the best for your families and
so do I—which is why I am not ready
to throw in the towel on this fight.
   Senate Democrats will end this
special session when two very
important conditions are met:
Education
   We must fully fund education
without shifts, gimmicks or property-
tax increases. We want our children to
receive a quality education so they can
compete and succeed in this ever-
changing world.  Senate Democrats
believe that we should invest in early
childhood education so every child
enters school ready to learn.  We
believe that teachers should not juggle
classrooms of 35 students.  We believe
that parents should not pay
extraordinary fees so their children can
participate in school activities.  And,
finally, we believe that providing a top-
notch education should not fall onto
the backs of property-tax payers.  The
state must meet its commitment to
funding education, and the Senate is
not backing down from its budget
proposal that does exactly that.
Compromise
   Senate Democrats are committed to

compromise because we understand
that true leadership means meeting
your partners half way—not putting
blinders on to any ideas that are not
your own. In the past four weeks, the
Senate has reduced our proposed level
of health care spending by $210
million. We agreed to accept 55 cents
of the governor’s cigarette tax
proposal. We have greatly reduced our
proposal of closing corporate tax
loopholes, and we reduced the
proposed temporary tax rate on the
wealthiest Minnesotans.
   Unfortunately, the governor and
House leaders rejected these attempts
to compromise before they even saw
the details of our plan. And while the
governor and Senate Democrats
exchange offers designed to break the
impasse, House Republicans have yet
to offer a single original plan to put
an end to this stalemate.
   The Senate DFL will continue to
stand for increased education funding
and health care coverage for working
Minnesotans because these are our
values. And most importantly, we will
continue to seek compromise in every
respect and end this special session
on a successful and efficient note.
   Contact State Senator Mee Moua
at 235 State Capitol, 75 Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., St.
Paul, MN 55155-1606, E-mail:
sen.mee.moua@senate.mn or 651-
296-5285.           

Specia l  Session:  Some Things are Worth F ight ing For

Mug shot of the “restricted noxious weed.”
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Leo’s Chow Mein
We specialize in Chow Mein,

Fried Rice,
Egg Foo Young

Dine In or Take Out
Lunch Buffet

11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
$4.25

Hours 11:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
 6 Days a Week

1059 Hudson Road

MUELLER
MORTUARY

PARKWAY CHAPEL
835 Johnson Parkway
at East Seventh Street
Saint Paul, MN 55106

(651) 774-9797
FAX (651)  778-9677

LAKE MORTUARY
4738 Bald Eagle Avenue

at Third Street
White Bear Lake, MN 55110

(651) 429-4944
FAX (651) 429-7748

Call anytime for service or information

by State Rep. Sheldon Johnson
   Here in Minnesota we value hard
work. That’s why I was so glad to see
us reward people working on the lower
end of the wage scale with a long
overdue increase in the minimum
wage.
   As of August 1, 2005, the minimum
wage will increase from $5.15 an hour
to $6.15 an hour for most minimum
wage earners. This will mean an
increase in pay for 128,000 low-wage
workers, 73 percent of whom are over
the age of twenty.
   This is a matter of fairness for low-
wage workers. The buying power of
the current minimum wage has
decreased 20% since the last increase,
and even with the increase, the
minimum wage still falls short of a
living wage. But the increase sends a
message to those low-wage workers
that we value the work they do.
   This also will provide some
additional income to those who need
it most. They, in turn, will spend it on
the essentials in life, providing a boost

to the economy. Over the past few
years, 14 states have increased their
minimum wage above the rate of the
federal minimum wage. Of those
states, over half are outpacing the
national average for job growth.
   The bill does recognize that an
increased minimum wage could pose
a challenge for some of Minnesota’s
small businesses that struggle on tight
profit margins. In order to eliminate
any unintended negative
consequences, the bill allows
businesses with annual gross sales of
$625,000 or less to pay a minimum
wage of $5.25 an hour.
   The passage of the bill was truly an
example of how working on a
bipartisan basis and agreeing to
compromise can help move along
policies that are good for the citizens
of Minnesota.
   Contact State Rep. Sheldon Johnson
at: Minnesota House of
Representatives, District 67B, 229
State Office Building, St. Paul, MN
55155, (651) 296-4201.      

   There are many reasons why houses
fall into disrepair. Older age, financial
instability, decreased physical ability.
Working to identify and repair needy
homes through Twin Cities’
neighborhood organizations,
HomeVestors franchisees will donate
time and materials to residents in need.
This program, called HUG FROM
UG, is an outreach program designed
to help elderly and homebound
residents remain in their homes longer.
   Residents may apply to their
neighborhood organization for help in
completing home repair projects, such
as installing a new screen door,
replacing broken steps or repairing a
leaking faucet. Dayton’s Bluff
Community Council is the pilot
organization for this program, with
plans to expand the program in

neighborhoods across the Twin Cities.
   Neighborhood organizations will
work with HomeVestors in the Twin
Cities to manage and prioritize
homeowners needing assistance. The
Twin Cities is home to 12
HomeVestors franchise owners
(www.homevestors.com) who have
teamed together in giving back to the
community.
   “The HUG FROM UG program
allows us to give back to the
community and help families in need.
We have been supported by this
community – now it’s our turn to give
back,” explained Matt Mejia,
HomeVestors franchise owner.
   For more information or to apply ,
please contact Karin DuPaul, Dayton’s
Bluff Community Council at 651-
772-2075.           

Free Handyman Services for Residents in Need

by Gigi J. Decker
   After our long winters, the warm
weather in Minnesota automatically
draws us outside.  Most of us garden,
clean our yards, and take up spring
sports.  Many of these activities
require us to use one side of our body
more than the other side, which
eventually creates imbalances.
Imbalance often leads to a
compensatory gait or posture, which
often leads to pain.
   Do yourself a favor.  Avoid this pain
by trying to use your muscles
bilaterally.  You can do this by
switching arms while sweeping,
weeding, raking, golfing, batting, or
throwing.  You can even try kicking a
ball with your other leg.
   There are potential benefits from
trying to use your body more
symmetrically while outside:
   You will build muscles more evenly,
which looks better in addition to being
more functional.
   You will stimulate the opposite side
of your brain and force the corpus
callosum (the part of the brain that
coordinates activities between the two
sides of the brain) to “re-wire” the
brain, adding more synapses.  There
are scientific studies finding that
neurologically stimulating activities
are good for helping prevent senility
and Alzheimers damage.
   There are also studies stating that

gardening and being outside reduce
cortisol levels (the stress hormone).
    For more information, I went to a
book called “Brain Gym” by Paul E.
and Gail E. Dennison. This book has
specific physical activities that help
stimulate specific areas of the brain.
Many of my clients who are teachers
swear by the exercises in this book.
Here is what the book has to say about
“whole-brain learning through
movement repatterning”:
    “The human brain, like a hologram,
is three-dimensional, with parts
interrelating as a whole....
   “...Development of bilateral
movement ... is a prerequisite for
whole-body coordination and ease of
learning in the near-visual area.
   “...Cross-motor activities have been
used to activate the brain since our
understanding of laterality began over
a century ago.  Noted authorities such
as Orton, Doman, Delacato, Kephart,
and Barsch have used similar
movements successfully in their
learning programs.” (p.1-3)
    So, get playing outside, moving
your body bilaterally!!   It will do your
brain and your body good.
   Gigi Decker is a current District 1
and former Dayton’s Bluff resident.
She is the owner of A Sensitive Touch
(651-983-6954) and has been a
professional Massage Therapist for
over 19 years.         

Avoiding Weekend Warrior Aches and Pains

R a i s i n g  M i n i m u m  Wa g e  W i l l
B e  G o o d  F o r  O u r  E c o n o m y

Sixty people attended the 10th Annual Dayton's Bluff Progressive Dinner on May 21st
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Chair Peter Bell.  “Just like everyone
else, we’re faced with increasing costs,
including today’s higher fuel prices.
Furthermore, we have not had a system-
wide increase in four years.  It is entirely
appropriate to make a modest
adjustment at this time and sound public
policy to visit this issue in light of
current economics.”
   The total fare increase for buses, trains
and Metro Mobility/ADA services is
projected to raise about $6 million
annually in revenue and result in an
estimated loss of 1.7 million rides.  The
last across-the-board fare increase was
in 2001; rush-hour express fares were
increased 25 cents in 2003.
   Meanwhile, proposed service
adjustments remain under
consideration. Metro Transit staff
continue to tweak the proposed service-
reduction plan to respond to concerns
voiced during the public hearing
process, which ended May 1. In
contemplating the fare and service
adjustments, the Council focused on
affecting the fewest customers possible,
reducing congestion, preserving the
overall integrity of the system and
maintaining the ability to grow the
system as resources become available.
Express
   Complete information on fare and
service adjustments is posted on the
Council’s web site at http://
www.metrocouncil.org/planning/
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n / 2 0 0 5 /
servicechanges.htm.
    The Metropolitan Council is the
regional planning organization for the
seven-county Twin Cities area. It runs
the regional bus and light rail system,
collects and treats wastewater,
coordinates regional water resources,
plans regional parks and administers
funds that provide housing
opportunities for low- and moderate-
income individuals and families. The
Council board is appointed by and
serves at the pleasure of the governor.

Program about notifying them about
problem properties.
   2. Licensing landlords is not the
answers.  A license can be reinstated,
when they fix the property. Better to
improve and use of the Rental
Registration Program.  It is more
effective.
   3. Place a bond on landlords of
problem properties.
   4. In order to hire more police and
fire fighters and increase hours at
Recreation Centers we would be facing
a 2% property tax increase. Will the
citizens be willing to have the tax
increase?
   5. Hold quarterly meetings with city
official and area residents.

   Police chief John Harrington on
how to take back our neighborhood:
   1. Nothing is going to happen
overnight
   2. Let’s go old school - calling
parents about their children.
   3. Gangs and drug dealers don’t like
witnesses. Get outside and meet your
neighbors, be seen.
   4. Block Clubs and getting to know
your neighbors are the key to taking
back our neighborhoods.  To start a
Block Club call Karin at 651-772-
2075.

   Andy Dawkins Director of the
Neighborhood Housing and
Property Improvement
Department, formerly Code
Enforcement:
   1. Area sweeps of problem
properties, alleys, cars and yards will
be done in targeted areas over the
summer.
   2. For rental property the owner/
management name and phone number
must be visible on the property.
   3. Neighbors must report problems
to code enforcement.
   4. Call Citizen Services 651-266-
8989 with Code Violations.  If things
do not change call Andy Dawkins at
651-266-1900.
   Don Johnson was the representative
from the Mayors office.  Mayor Randy
Kelly did not attend:
   The mayor has asked his staff to
work on neighborhood concerns.
   Two days after the meeting the
Mayor announced a new program
called Operation CARE
(Comprehensive Area Reclamation
Enterprise), which will focus on
criminal activity, problem properties
and nuisance behavior in the Lower
Bluff as well as other areas in the city.
Neighbors are hoping that this will help
improve the neighborhoods in
Dayton’s Bluff. If you are interested
in getting involved in your
neighborhood or starting a Block Club
call Karin at 651-772-2075.    

‘Transit Fare’ from page 1:Volunteer Opportunity: Interpreter
     Assist human services staff to effectively and
efficiently serve non-English speaking clients by
translating and reverse translating Hmong, Somali,
Oromo, or Spanish and English and perform related duties
as assigned.
   Volunteers must be at least 16 years of age. Contact
Ramsey County Community Human Services—Volunteer
Services at 651-266-4090 for additional information or
e-mail to: volunteerservices @co.ramsey.mn.us.

‘Discussion’ from page 1:

Dayton's Bluff Community Council Board Members helping out at the
Annual Neighborhood Sale on June 11th included Council President
J a c o b  D o r e r,  J e a n  C o m s t o c k ,  K r i s  K a r l s o n ,  a n d  E r i n  S t o j a n .

Help Out!  Become an Ad Salesperson
for the District Forum. Call Karin at 651-772-2075.


