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Community Organizer
Karin DuPaul to retire

by Jennifer Herman
special to the Forum
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It's normal to feel a bit anxious about a new neighbor
moving in. Will they be noisy, messy, troublesome, or
could they one day become dear friends? In 1977, when
Karin DuPaul and her family moved to Dayton's Bluff, we
hit the neighbor jackpot! Karin has served this community
as a volunteer for 36 years and as an employee of the
Community Council for 17 years.

Karin has been active in big ways and small ways. In
1996, Karin was hired to work in the office of the Com-
munity Council. It wasn't long before she was taking on
crime prevention and community organizing responsibilit-
ies, and it is probably in this work that she is most com-
monly recognized. You've maybe gotten a blue recycling
bin from her. It could be that she came to your block club
meeting, or maybe you went to one of her community
meetings to hear from the police and DSI. It's possible you
saw her when you dropped off stuff at the neighborhood
clean up event. Perhaps you bumped into her during the
home tour or the vacant home tour. You might have en-
joyed a plate of spaghetti with her at the annual spaghetti
dinner for the Block Nurse program. Maybe she helped
you get your street blocked off for National Night Out and
made sure the police and firefighters stopped by your
party. Honestly, Karin seems to be everywhere and you
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Photo ourtesy of Karin DuPaul

Karin DuPaul, left, shown at a pot luck welcoming new neighbors, is retiring from her job as Community Organizer for the

would be hard pressed to try to avoid her!

Dayton's Bluff Community Council. Pictured with her are neighbors from the 4™ Street and Bates Avenue area (left to

right): Linda Charpentier, Kari Soeffker, Holly and Jim Wardlow, and Nicole Norfleet.

See “Karin DuPaul,” continued on page 4.

Welcoming a new season with community meeting and dinner

Photo by Tabitha DeRango

Following dinner, neighbors gathered in the
Rec Center auditorium to listen to the
candidates for Community Council.

by Jennifer Herman
special to the Forum

Fall is a season full of traditions:
apple orchard visits, pumpkin carving,
candy corn, and turkey dinners. In Min-
nesota we cram as much as possible
into the brief fall, knowing a long
winter lurks just around the corner.
Dayton's Bluff residents always make
time for one more important autumn
tradition: the Community Council An-
nual Dinner and Elections. Though last
year's event set a high standard, this
year did not disappoint.

On the evening of October 28, neigh-
bors drifted into the gym at Dayton's
Bluff Rec Center, gathering in little
groups for what might be one of their
last chats before winter hibernation.
Candidates for council seats could be
seen circulating, doing a little last-
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minute campaigning before the meal.
Heavenly Day Cafe and The Strip Club
provided a delicious dinner; while
everyone enjoyed heaping plates of
food, City Council President Kathy
Lantry gave her “State of Dayton's
Bluff” address.

Lantry highlighted the many develop-
ment projects underway in our com-
munity: the rehab at the Cerenity site,
development at Hamm's Brewery, Metro
State, the Hospital Linen site, the
Beacon Bluff site, and the Bruce Vento
Nature Sanctuary, Star Funding to re-
vitalize multiple businesses along East
7™ Street, the Gateway Corridor plan-
ning, the ongoing work on the 4™ Street
Preservation Project, and the Forever St.
Paul $1 million winning project. Lantry
admitted that all this amazing develop-
ment has also come with some growing
pains. Change raises questions, poses

challenges, and increases anxiety, but
she challenged the community to keep
thinking big and to remain focused on
long-range goals. Lantry noted that the
Community Council has joined the wave
of community development, as their
own building is being rehabbed in pre-
paration for launching the new Eastside
Enterprise Center. The Council has also
been working tirelessly to connect to
everyone across Dayton's Bluff so that
every voice in the community is heard
regarding change. In fact, Lantry says
Metro State and the community are
poised on a possible compromise re-
garding the parking ramp project. The
word is out that good-quality projects
are welcome in Dayton's Bluff.

Next, Council President Lantry pre-

See “Annual Meeting,”
continued on page 5.

Photo by Karin DuPaul

Neighbors listen to Kathy Lantry's “State of Dayton's Bluff” address at the annual dinner,
elections and community meeting at the Dayton's Bluff Rec Center on October 28.
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Friends of Swede Hollow

The next monthly meeting is on
Wednesday, December 11, at 6:30 pm.
Email karindupaul@comcast.net or call
651-776-0550 for more information and
the meeting's location.

Get rid of your junk car;
help Dayton's Bluff
Community Council

Budget Towing of Minnesota, Min-
nesota’s largest towing company, is
owned by Roy Carlson, an active
Dayton’s Bluff Community Council
board member. Budget Towing will re-
move any junk car or truck — located
anywhere in St. Paul — and dispose of it
at no charge to the vehicle owner or the
property owner where it is located. The
vehicle owner will receive paperwork
for a tax donation, and Roy will also
make a small donation to the Com-
munity Council for each car he tows.

Just contact Karin at karin@daytons
bluff.com or 651-772-2075 to get a
junk car out of the way — and help clean
up Dayton’s Bluff.

Small business classes

The next Dayton’s Bluff Neighbor-
hood Microentrepreneur Class is start-
ing in April, 2014. This program helps
start-up and young businesses on the
East Side. All East Side entrepreneurs
are welcome.

Class training lasts eight weeks and
includes topics such as operations man-
agement, marketing, financial manage-
ment, one-on-one assistance with
creating a successful business, and pre-
paring a business plan, plus eight hours
of one-on-one time with the instructor.

Those who successfully complete the
course and locate their businesses in tar-
get neighborhoods are eligible for ongo-
ing business support services.

Some examples of businesses started
by people who have previously taken
this course include graphics, landscap-
ing, photography, food service, restora-
tion of wood furniture and works of art,
custom floral design, and exterior and
interior painting.

The course is sponsored by the
Dayton’s Bluff Community Council and
the Neighborhood Development Center.
There is a small registration fee based
on a sliding fee scale. The next session
will be starting soon and class size is
limited. Please call Karin at 651-772-
2075 or email karin@daytonsbluff.org
for an application.

Meet the police

The Eastern District Police hosts
monthly community meetings at 722
Payne Avenue, at the comer of Min-
nehaha Avenue. The next meetings are
Wednesday, December 18, at 6:30 pm,
and Friday, December 20, at 9:30 am.
The meetings are intended to address
and listen to concerns about crime and
other issues on the East Side.

Join STOMP:
STewards Of Margaret Park

This group is open to anyone commit-
ted to taking an active role in ensuring
that Margaret Park remains a safe and
beautiful green space with recreational
activities for everyone. Visit us on Face-
book at facebook.com/stompmn for the
latest updates and announcements, or to
ask questions or share your thoughts.

Community meeting:
Come one, come all

The Dayton's Bluff community meet-
ing will be on Thursday, December 5,
6:30-8:00 pm at the Dayton’s Bluff
Community Council, 798 East 7" Street.

Police and code enforcement person-
nel will be in attendance to help neigh-
borhood residents work on problem
properties, criminal and nuisance beha-
vior, code enforcement issues and any
other issues or concerns. Submit the ad-
dresses of problems ahead of time, so
police and code enforcement can bring
information about the problems to the
meeting.

The Dayton’s Bluff Community
Council holds its Community Meeting
on the first Thursday of each month.
The purpose of the meeting is to work
with block clubs and neighborhood res-
idents on problem properties, criminal
and nuisance behavior, code enforce-
ment issues and any other neighborhood
issues, concerns, and/or new ideas for
improvement in Dayton’s Bluff.

All Dayton’s Bluff residents are wel-
come to attend and help Dayton's Bluff
be the best it can be. If you need more
information, email karin@daytons
bluff.org or call Karin at 651-772-2075.

The Forum needs YOU
for a Friend

The District Forum newspaper is a
nonprofit operation that mails out a free
valuable community resource to every
address in Dayton's Bluff. Please con-
tribute to the paper at givemn.razoo.com
under “Hopewell Communications.”

Become a Friend of the Forum today
by donating any amount online, or use
the form on page 8. Email editor@
daytonsbluff.org. for more information.

Take-a-Hike December 7

Take-a-Hike occurs on the first Sat-
urday of most months. The next hike
will be Saturday, December 7. Hikers
meet at 10:30 am in Indian Mounds
Park at Earl Street and Mounds
Boulevard, and walk to East Side Herit-
age Park. The hike is about two hours
(four miles) with some moderately
rough terrain. Return transportation is
available, if required. All are welcome.

Help Dayton’s Bluff Seniors

Dayton’s Bluff Seniors Living at
Home Block Nurse Program is having a
fund raiser at Davanni’s Pizza at 310
White Bear Avenue, just south of 1-94
and White Bear Avenue

Join the fun on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 4 — call Karin at 651-776-0550 to
get the fundraiser coupon.

Holiday Boutique at First
Lutheran Dec. 20-21

First Lutheran Church at 463 Maria
Avenue is hosting a Holiday Boutique
on Friday, December 20, 4:00-8:00
pm and Saturday, December 21,
10:00 am- 5:00 pm. Make a plan now
to come (and bring your friends!) as you
load up on holiday goodies together.
There will be homemade baked goods
for sale as well as artisan-produced
work and hand-crafts, including several
local vendors from Market On The
Bluff, including Marc Eaton's Just Jelly
products and Diane May's cut paper sil-
houettes. Please consider supporting
your neighbors' small businesses and the
local economy as well. Vendors inter-
ested in participating should contact Di-
ane May at 651-295-4056.

Upcoming opportunities at_Dayton’s Bluff Recreation Center

® Parent & Tot Time: ongoing,
Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-
12:00 noon.

® Judo: Mondays, 6:00-7:30 pm.

® Free Zumba! Tuesdays, 5:30-6:30 pm in
the dance room.

The Dayton's Bluff Rec Center is

located at 800 Conway Street.

® Seniors “500” card playing: every

Friday, 12:00 noon-4:00 pm.

® Free Rec Check program: 15-5"
grades; registration is open to the public.

@ Self Defense: Wednesdays, 6:00-8:00
pm (there is a fee for this program).

® Dayton’s Bluff Family Center
Parenting Group: every Friday, 9:00-
11:00 am.

® Dinner With Santa: Tuesday, December
10, 5:00-7:00 pm.

® \Want something to see? Come out and
watch Rugby! Every Tuesday and
Thursday, 6:00-8:30 pm.

Stop by and check us out!
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Nominate a
special
residence for
the annual
Home Tour

Forum staff

We are looking for six
to eight homes for the
Dayton’s Bluff Neighbor-
hood Home Tour, which
partners with the Min-
neapolis-St. Paul Home
Tour, that will take place
on Saturday and Sunday,
April 26 and April 27,
2014. This will be the
eighteenth year that the
Dayton’s Bluff Neighbor-
hood Home Tour has been
part of the larger tour.

The tour has been suc-
cessful in getting visitors
to the neighborhood. They
regularly like what they
see here, and some move
to Dayton’s Bluff.

“I would recommend to
others that they open their
homes. It’s an amazing
ego boost,” said one of last
year’s participating home-
owners. Others said they
liked the push to get their
home improvement pro-
jects done in time for the
tour.

You can nominate your
own home, or talk to your
friends and neighbors
about having their homes
on the tour. For more in-
formation, email karin@
daytonsbluff.org or call
Karin at 651-772-2075.

Immigration and the making of St. Paul

Upcoming Community Education classes at Harding High

from a St. Paul Community Ed press release

Macalester College history professor Peter Rachleff is offering a series of six
classes exploring the role of immigrants in St. Paul. You may sign up for all six
classes or pick and choose among them. The final class will review the previous five
in order to move into a discussion of the lessons that history might offer current voters
and policy-makers who are wrestling with the political issues of immigration reform.

The classes will meet Thursdays from 6:30-8:30 pm at Harding High School.

February 27: Irish and German immigration to 19™-century Saint Paul.
Between the 1840s and the 1880s, tens of thousands of Irish and German immigrants
left Europe and traveled across the eastern half of the U.S. to get to St. Paul and pur-
sue a new life. This class will explore their impact on the very foundations of our city
— our neighborhoods, our industries, our labor movement, and our political and cultur-
al life.

March 6: Scandinavian immigration to 19"-century St. Paul. In the mid- to-late-
1800s, thousands of immigrants from Norway, Sweden, Finland, and Denmark came
to Minnesota. Many sought farms and moved directly to rural Minnesota; some were
recruited to the hard work of the industrial frontier of the iron mines and forests in
northern Minnesota; and a significant group settled in the Twin Cities.

March 13: Southern, Central, and Eastern European immigration to 19*- and
20"-century St. Paul. As the industrial revolution deepened, creating a great demand
for unskilled labor, immigrants from Croatia, Serbia, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Russia,
Ukraine, Greece, Czechoslovakia and more found their way to St. Paul to work in
meat-packing plants, foundries and machine shops, the building and maintenance of
railroads, and the transport and shipment of goods.

April 10: Migrants and Immigrants: Mexicans and African Americans in early
20™-century St. Paul. The city's workforce, neighborhoods, and political and cultural
life were also shaped by Mexicans, many of whom were already American citizens
from Texas (“Tejanos”), and African Americans who had migrated from the South, be-
ginning in the 1850s. Both groups sought — and found — opportunities, but they also
experienced racism and hostility.

April 17: Post-1965 Immigrants: Africans and Southeast Asians change St.
Paul. In the aftermath of the immigration reform laws of 1965, the Vietnam War
(1954-1975), and the transformation of the global economy after 1980, tens of thou-
sands of new immigrants arrived in St. Paul in the late 20" and early 21 centuries,
from Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Somalia, Ethiopia, and Burma, among other places.

April 24: Public Policy and Immigration Reform Through the Lens of History.
The history of immigration and the impact of immigrants is a rich and complicated
story. There have been struggles and achievements, and our country and city show — if
we know how to look — the impact of these experiences. This class will draw on some
of the stories and developments of the past, explored in the first five classes in this
program, to generate a discussion about what the past has to offer anyone who seeks
to shape the future.

Registration and cost information will be available soon. Contact the St. Paul Public
Schools Community Education Office at 651-744-5094 or visit commed.spps.org.

December at the Mounds Theatre

by Raeann Ruth, Executive Director, Mounds Theatre

“A Christmas Carol — Radio
Broadcast Show”
Live on Stage

“A Christmas Carol - Radio Broadcast
Show” is back for the third year at the
Historic Mounds Theatre.

Back before television, a holiday sea-
son tradition in America was listening to
“A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens
as performed on radio by Lionel Barry-
more and narrated by Orson Welles with
the Mercury Theatre group. The music
was composed and conducted by the le-
gendary Bernard Herrmann.

Few actors ever gave more meaning to
the character of miserly Ebenezer
Scrooge than Lionel Barrymore, who
first took on the radio role in 1934.

Originally aired live on Christmas Eve
in 1939, this radio broadcast will live for
a lifetime in the

new memories for you and your family,
this show is for you. It will become a
treasured part of your holiday listening
enjoyment for years to come.

December 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21 at 7:00
pm; December 8, 15, 22 at 3:00 pm.

Tickets are $15 for adults; $10 for stu-
dents and seniors; $6 for children under
age 12.

To purchase your tickets online,
please visit www.moundstheatre.org.
Purchase your tickets early, as they sell
out fast; also, consider purchasing tickets
for those hard-to-please folks on your
Christmas list.

Holiday Concert

Brio Brass will be performing a
Swingin’ Holiday Concert at the Mounds
Theatre on Friday, December 27, at
7:30 pm. There is a $5 cover charge.

memories of those
that heard it. If you
remember listening
and want to recapture
those magical days of
your childhood
Christmas, or have
never heard it but
want to experience
the magic of live ra-
dio theatre and create
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Mounps PARK BARBER STYLISTS

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLEF
TUESDAY THRU SATURDAY

1043 HUuDSON ROAD
SAINT PAUL, MN 55106

Judly Loe

Brio Brass has delighted and enter-
tained audiences throughout the Twin
Cities Metro area since 1999. Formed of
44 adult musicians, Brio Brass is a non-
traditional, rockin' brass band!

Brio Brass performs their own unique
arrangements written specifically for its
members. Their holiday and concert rep-
ertoire features a broad spectrum of mu-
sical styles. Audiences are entertained
with fluid ballads, rousing marches,
swing, pop of all eras, funky rock and
lots of jazz!

Mounds Park
United Methodist
Church

from a MPUMC release

Sunday Schedule

Adult Sunday School:
9:15-10:15 am
Kids’ and Youth Sunday School:
9:15-10:15 am
Worship Service: 10:30-11:30 am
Fellowship: 11:30 am-12:30 pm

Glorious Grocery Giveaway

All are welcome for a free bag of
groceries: December 21, 10:30 am-
12:00 noon.

Christmas Eve services

All are welcome: December 24:
4:00-5:00 pm and 11:00 pm-12:00
midnight.

New mitten/glove, hat, sock,
and scarf drive

If you wish to donate any of these
items, please bring all new items to
Mounds Park Church before Christ-
mas Eve. Church is open Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 9:00 am-2:00
pm. All items will be donated to a
local women’s shelter.

Mounds Park United Methodist
Church is holding a children's coat
drive to donate to St. Paul Public
Schools and after-school tutoring
programs. There are many new im-
migrants and other children in need
who live in our community. The
McVay Youth Voice, an after-school
program run by Hamline college stu-
dents at Mounds Park Church, has at-
tracted fifth- through twelfth-grade
students, many of whom are recent
immigrants.

Please bring any new or gently
used winter coats, snowsuits, Snow
pants and/or boots suitable for chil-
dren ages 6 weeks up to 12" grade, to
Mounds Park Church, 1049 Euclid
Street (corner of Earl & Euclid)
through December 15. That gives us
a week to distribute the items to the
local schools and after-school pro-
grams.

Thank you for being a blessing to
the children in our community.

Dayton’s Bluff

www.dbnhs.org

Fix up your home now!

We are a non-profit agency eager to help you accom-
plish your home repairs using the latest green rehab
techniques that may lower your energy costs.

There is no cost assistance for eligible homebuyers.
We offer payback loans with low interest rates (1-
3%) and special programs that do not require pay-
ments. Call 651.774.6995 to see if you qualify.

Yog koj xav paub ntxiv hu rau 651-774-9064

Neighborhood Housing Services
823 Tth Street East
St. Paul, MN 55106
651.774.6995-office

'ﬁz‘lg|1|mr<'l\'orkse

CHARTERED MEMBER

BRI
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Karin DuPaul: a legacy of determination, hard work and community spirit

However, Karin's involvement in
Dayton's Bluff started long before her
work with the community Council. Karin's
dad encouraged her to check out Swede
Hollow before she even moved into her
Dayton's Bluff home. Since the 1950s
there had been talk of developing the hol-
low into a park, but in 1977 it was still an
unkept place where people dumped junk
and teens liked to party. But Karin saw the
great potential in Swede Hollow and after
she moved in, it wasn't hard for Steve
Trimble to talk her into joining the Swede
Hollow Task Force. Over the years, there
have been many hurdles to overcome as
the park was developed. The police were
concerned that teen partying would in-
crease; for a while, the railroad insisted a
bridge be built; and at one point, Hamm's
Brewery wanted to store coal in part of the
hollow. At some point, Karin transformed
the task force into the Friends of Swede
Hollow (FOSH) group. Through her lead-
ership of FOSH, Karin has been instru-
mental in bringing history walks, Art in the
Hollow, Watch the Glow, and the Picnic
Operetta to Swede Hollow. Karin still has
more on her agenda for the park. FOSH is
currently exploring the possibilities for
bringing back a creek with flowing water.

Karin also has a deep passion for history
and preservation. Over the years, Karin has
collected oral histories and old photos of
Swede Hollow, Hamm's Brewery, and the
neighborhood. In fact, Steve Trimble
claims Karin probably “knows more about
Hamm's history than anyone in the world.”
Karin has also worked tirelessly to pre-

serve our historic structures. She served on
the Community Council board from 1982
to 1994. While on the board, Karin was
surely a key figure in the council's work to
persuade the City Council to designate a
portion of Dayton's Bluff as an Historic
District in 1992. This designation has pre-
served the integrity of the big historic
homes and the bluff-top views that have at-
tracted so many of us to this neighborhood.
Karin's own block club eventually formed
a non-profit called Upper Swede Hollow
Neighborhood Association (USHNA). This
group has been instrumental in the restora-
tion of many buildings across the neigh-
borhood. Their signature project might be
the 1994 purchase of the drug-infested
Stutzman building, which has been re-
stored into the beautiful home of, among
other things, Swede Hollow Cafe.

Maybe one of Karin's greatest preserva-
tion efforts has been her work to save the
buildings of the abandoned Hamm's Brew-
ery. In 1999, she secured a grant which
funded her travel and research into the pre-
servation process for other old buildings
around the country. Armed with her new
knowledge she spurred a design Charette
in 2000 whose work, according to Romi
Slowiak, proved that the brewery buildings
should not be demolished as part of the
Phalen Corridor project. Today, the beauti-
ful old buildings remain standing as neigh-
borhood landmarks and are home to artist
lofts, a cutting-edge hydroponics opera-
tion, a distillery, and yes, even a brewery.

Karin's green thumb has added beauty
across Dayton's Bluff. Thirty years ago she

started by planting a circular flower garden
in neglected Hamm's Park. In another early
project, USHNA planted flowers around
some billboards, transforming an eyesore
on Maria Avenue. The billboards were
eventually removed, one leg of Bates Av-
enue was closed, and finally, rain gardens
were created next to Swede Hollow Cafe.
In 2002, Karin started Greening Dayton's
Bluff. This group has promoted com-
munity gardening, park cleanups and beau-
tification, boulevard gardens, gardening
workshops, garden tours, the annual plant
swap, and the planting of flower pots out-
side many of our businesses.

It cannot be denied that Karin has left an
indelible mark on Dayton's Bluff. Romi
Slowiak calls her a “vibrant force in the
community.” Steve Trimble, however,
notes that Karin's work has been carried
out in a soft spoken, low-key, even under-
stated manner. City Council President
Kathy Lantry echos the thoughts of many
when she says: “I have been working with
Karin since my first days on the job. What
I noticed right away about her is that
people tend to underestimate her due to her
quiet voice and small stature. What a mis-
take! I have never met anyone with quite
the qualities that Karin possesses. The pas-
sion, energy and commitment that she has
brought to Dayton’s Bluff will be re-
membered for a long time. Legacy is a big
word to use when describing someone, and
it is often associated with building some-
thing — in Karin’s case, she built a neigh-
borhood. Karin is undaunted by any task.
In my years of working with her, I don’t

think I ever heard her say that something
was a bad idea or that something could not
be done. She is always positive and optim-
istic about anything that she thinks will
improve the neighborhood. She is also one
of the most unselfish people I have ever
met. She will never take credit for things
she does, but is constantly working on
finding ways for others to step forward.
She has taught me so many things over the
years, but that spirit of “never say never”
and the push for doing what is best for the
neighborhood will always stand out.”

After 17 years, Karin is retiring from her
job as Community Organizer for the Com-
munity Council. Thankfully Karin intends
to stick around and stay active with
Friends of Swede Hollow, the Forum
newspaper, and various Community Coun-
cil committees here in Dayton's Bluff.
Karin loves the people of Dayton's Bluff
and says she is most happy about the many
folks over the years who have gotten in-
volved and made so much happen. Her
wish would be to get everyone in the com-
munity to do one positive thing for the
neighborhood. What a transformation
could take place, she marvels, if every per-
son were to commit to just pick up the
trash on the boulevard in front of their own
home. Perhaps the best way we could all
honor and celebrate this truly amazing wo-
man would be for each of us to do as she
asks: Go out and do one positive thing for
Dayton's Bluff and carry on Karin's legacy
of building a neighborhood!

HELP FOR ENERGY SAVINGS
IMPROVEMENTS ON YOUR HOME!

Find out how hundreds of Saint Paul homeowners have made their homes more
comfortable and reduced their utility bills using the Energy Smart Homes program
from the nonprofit Neighborhood Energy Connection (NEC). Energy Smart
Homes is a City-sponsored financing tool with ZERQO interest. Even better, as a
deferred loan, most borrowers won't make a single payment for 15 years!

)\

Take care of your home using the best program around. Funds are limited so be

sure to call the NEC today. We'd be glad to help you every step of the way.

651.221.4462 x132 | leannek@thenec.org | www.TheNEC.org/financing/Energysmarthomes

Neighborhood Energy Connection
1754 University Avenue West, Saint Paul, MN 55104

Paid for by the Volunteers for Johnson Committes; 2031 Howard St. S, St. Paul, MN 55119

State Representative

SHELDON
JOHNSON

549 State Office Building
100 Martin Luther King Jr.

rep.sheldon.johnson@house.mn

www.sheldonjohnson.com

St. Paul, MN 55155

(651) 296-4201

www.house.mn/67B
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Annual dinner,
meeting recap

sented the annual Roger Tetu Award to
John Engebretson. Engebretson is
known as a neighborhood handyman.
He picks up trash, fixes and builds
bikes, cleans up graffiti, shovels, helps
with yard work and gardening, and
more. Our community is a better place
because of John's ongoing acts of ser-
vice. See photo and full story on page
8 of this paper.

Following the award, the event
moved into the Rec Center auditorium.
Candidates running for Council seats
were each given an opportunity to
briefly share why they wished to serve
on the Community Council board.
Votes were cast and ballots were col-
lected. While the votes were tallied,
the community was treated to a per-
formance by some of the participants
in the Youth In Transition program
(YIT). This program began nine years
ago in response to a spike in youth
crime. According to co-founder Colin
Moore, there has been a 43% drop in
youth crime in the community since
the launching of YIT. YIT helps young
men complete their GEDs, find work,
and express their frustration, pain, and
loss through art. YIT has become a
safe family for these young men. The
group members performed two self-
composed raps about the media por-
trayal of young men and the loss of a
friend. The well known artist Carnage
has been mentoring the young per-
formers and he closed out the perform-
ance by treating the audience to an off-
the-hook beatboxing performance.

Election results were then an-
nounced. The winners were as follows:

At-large seat: Sage Holben; Sub-dis-
trict A: Jesse Ramirez and Rob Lueb-
ke; Sub-district B: Elliott Nickell and
Marcus Mayo; Sub-district C: Colin
Wilkinson and Carla Riehle; Sub-dis-
trict D: Myra Smith and Alex Bajwa.

Congratulations to the newly-elec-
ted and re-elected members of the
Dayton's Bluff Community Council
Board. It is clear that this group and
their fellow board members will be re-
quired to work especially hard at
listening to the many voices in our
community and making sure those
voices are heard during this exciting
and challenging time of growth and
development in Dayton's Bluff.

ESABA's November 2013 update

by Tim Herman
ESABA President

The East Side Area Business Associ-
ation (ESABA) offices at the Dayton’s
Bluff Community Council and advoc-
ates success for the diverse East Side
business community through its pro-
grams, advocacy for local businesses,
and helping to attract new jobs to our
community.

ESABA is helping to tell the exciting
story about the millions of dollars of
development projects already under
way. The former 3M site has two new
projects set to start, Metro State has
three new buildings to come, and the
Hamm's Brewery has three new busi-
nesses in development as well. The
former Hospital Linen site is adding a
Mississippi Market Food Coop and fu-
ture senior affordable housing. These
projects will add hundreds of new jobs
to our community and will create the
need for additional development and
businesses to come in to meet the needs
of these new businesses. Here are some
of our upcoming events and projects:

“Journey around the world
without leaving the East Side” at
ESABA’s Holiday Gala! Join ESABA
and the entire business community for
our second annual fund-raiser event to
celebrate the rich cultural diversity of
St. Paul’s East Side. On Tuesday,
December 10, at the Carpenters Union
Hall at 710 Olive Street, the event will
feature signature dishes from several
East Side restaurants, complimentary
beer from our new East Side neighbor
Flat Earth Brewing, complimentary
wine from our liquor store members,
and speakers: City Council President
Kathy Lantry and Juut Salonspa
founder David Wagner. There will also
be a silent auction and a grand prize

Scenes from the Bluff

Photo by Karin DuPaul

drawing.  Entertainment will be
provided by Farnsworth Aerospace K-8
String Ensemble, Jordan Herman AKA
DJ Soulsnatcha, and a special acoustic
performance by local artist G.B.
Leighton. All this for only $35 per per-
son, or tables of eight for $250. Visit
tinyurl.com/lpy4x89 to register or for
more details.

ESABA helps Metro State and the
community build a bridge forward.
Metro State is about to pour $66 mil-
lion into building a new 700-space
parking ramp, a student center and sci-
ence center, over the next few of years
as they expand their campus. The com-
munity and ESABA advocated for a
collaborative site plan that encouraged
an outward community focus rather
than a closed-off inward focus. Be-
cause of our advocacy and resolutions
drafted by ESABA’s Board, MNSCU,
the Dayton’s Bluff Community Coun-
cil, Community Members, and ESABA
were able to come to an agreement on a
site plan that benefits everyone. The
results of this community process in-
clude the student center moving to East
7™ Street instead of Maria Avenue, and
the ramp being located in the middle of
the block rather than along Bates Aven-
ue with the five-story high point at 7"
Street and Bates which would have cre-
ated a “fortress” feel to local residents
and businesses. MSU will also hire a
Community Engagement Specialist and
has requested aid by ESABA and the
Dayton’s Bluff Community Council in
the selection process. The greatest be-
nefit for the community from this ex-
perience will be the creation of an
advisory board including said parties
that will help foster community collab-
orations with Metro State.

ESABA 101 Kkicks off Tuesday,
November 26, 3:00-4:30 pm at the

Left: The East
Side Song Birds
from the East
Side YMCA en-
tertained the
crowd at a local
event.

Right: All kinds
of local, hand-
made items will
| be available on
Small Business
Saturday (see
article, page 7).

Cherry Pit. With the fast growth of our
membership over the last 18 months,
we recognize the need to educate and
inform our members how to get the
most out of your membership and how
to plug into our many events, commit-
tees, and opportunities to market your
business as well as learn how we are
helping your business behind the
scenes through advocacy and the many
community and civic committees we
are part of on your behalf. We are plan-
ning to host these as free events at dif-
ferent  restaurant/bars  with  an
opportunity for a happy hour to follow.
Find out more details on the events
page at www.esaba.org.

ESABA welcomes two new faces.
East Side resident Nicole Williams is
our new Executive Office Assistant.
She has years of experience working in
a large law firm, is the mother of six
boys, and has run catering and restaur-
ant businesses. We also added our first
intern from the Takoda Institute in
Minneapolis, Fred Jenkins. He is a
Public Relations Specialist student and
will help us with various marketing
strategies and events. If you see them at
a meeting or event, give them a warm
welcome.

ESABA to launch print newsletter.
Our intern Fred will be developing a
newsletter as we work to increase the
ways we communicate with our mem-
bers and the public. Writers and/or in-
terviewers wanted! Features will
include a member spotlight, job open-
ings, new member listings, community
announcements, stories of ESABA's
impact on the community, advocacy,
and more. Contact Tim Herman if you
are interested in helping.

Visit ESABA’s website at www.
esaba.org for updated news and events.

Photo by Diane May

Live Entertainment
from G.B. Leighton!

Keynote Speaker:
Kathy Lantry,
City Council President

Featured Speaker:
David Wagner,
Juut Salonspa Founder

Fundraising
Silent Auction

Grand Prize

And more!

Join ESABA for Our 2nd Annual
_Holiday Gala Event to Celebrate

the Rich Cultural Diversity

of Saint Paul’s East Side.

Date: December 10, 2013

Place: Carpenter’s Union Hall

710 Olive Street, Saint Paul, MN 55130

Cost: $35 per person, $250 for Table of Eight
Time: 5:30 - 10:00 p.m.

Complimentary food and beverages
will be available. RSVP by December 2,
2013 by purchasing tickets online at
http://tinyurl.com/lpy4x89 or through
an ESABA Board Member.

Thank you to our title sponsor, Gemican Software.
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Metro State comes to agreement with
neighbors over parking ramp

by Karin DuPaul
Forum board member

“Congrats on the Agreement,”
read the banner hanging in the
Dayton’s Bluff Community Coun-
cil meeting room. A large cake
decorated with balloons and the
word “Agreement” topped off the
meeting. The special Dayton's
Bluff Community Council Land
Use meeting on November 12 was
a celebration, and the Land Use
committee passed a motion in sup-
port of the neighborhood: Metro-
politan State University’s “Areas
of Mutual Agreement” document.

Numerous community members
attending the meeting thanked
Metropolitan State University per-
sonnel for working with the com-
munity to make the parking ramp
and Student Center fit in with the
community vision.

The Areas of Mutual Agreement
document reads as follows:

Dayton’s Bluff neighborhood
leadership representatives and
the Metropolitan State University
leadership are delighted to reach
agreement on the plan for the
development of a parking ramp
and student center on the St.
Paul campus of Metropolitan
State University. The university
and the neighborhood represent-

atives agree to work together to
advance these objectives in the
months ahead.

Overall plan objectives:

The university has agreed with
the neighborhood’s request to
site the parking ramp in the cen-
ter of block, edging Bates Aven-
ue and running toward Maria
Avenue with an east-west orient-
ation.

- The ramp will accommodate
700 cars.

- The ramp will have a two-
level elevation above grade
along Bates Avenue (four levels
in total) and five levels of parking
on the Maria Avenue side.

- The two entrances/exits from
the ramp will be on Maria Aven-
ue (entering/exiting Maria from
6th Street) and on Bates.

- Parking ramp facades on
Bates and facing Maria should
receive priority for sensitive and
appropriate design and materi-
als.

Everyone agreed to support
efforts to create a pedestri-
an-friendly environment on Maria
between 6" and 7" Streets and
will seek a solution with the city
in order to limit and calm traffic
on Maria.

The university will undertake
additional study of the traffic
conditions at the related inter-
sections including:

- Pedestrian safety and ac-
cess improvements on Maria;

- A traffic-control solution for
Bates and East 7" Street;

- A traffic-control solution for
Bates and East 6" Street.

The neighborhood is pleased
that the university is willing to
locate the student center on 7"
Street in order to add to the vital-
ity of the avenue.

- The university will have con-
tinued conversations with the
neighborhood and campus con-
stituencies about the design of
the student center.

It is recognized that several
variances and the re-zoning of
three residential properties will
be sought in order to accomplish
this overall plan.

It is understood that the con-
struction schedule will create
short term/temporary parking
pressure in the area.

- Everyone will work to assist
the university in its access to
temporary parking during the
construction period.

- Efforts will be made to en-
courage changing habits and
long-term transit use during this
time.

In evaluating the need for ad-
ditional surface parking, the uni-
versity commits to minimize
asphalt and maximize green
space on the balance of the

block.

L etter to the editor:

Thrift store “desktop” raids

unfairly punish families

Everyone  acknow-
ledges that the overall
budget for this con-
struction program is
limited. The neighbor-
hood’s preferences will
be a priority in the

design  development
process within  that
context.

A couple of weeks ago, “desktop”
raids took place at Valu Thrift in Sun
Ray shopping center and Unique
Thrift at Rice Street and Larpenteur.
These raids were done by U.S. Cus-
toms and Enforcement (ICE).

Desktop raids occur when ICE re-
quests all documentation from a par-
ticular employer. After two weeks or
so, ICE informs the employer which
employees have to be let go.

This system is very different from
the military-style raids from the Bush
era, but nonetheless, they still have
devastating effects. Some people say
that about 75 people, many from the
East Side, lost their jobs in the thrift
store raids, so up to 75 families were
affected.

Now, before we start judging
people for being here without docu-
ments, let’s look at some of the reas-
ons why people come here that way.
The North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) has played a big
role in people coming here without
documents. NAFTA was introduced
with the promise that it was going to
create better jobs for the U.S., Canada
and Mexico. The opposite happened
in Mexico. NAFTA opened the door
for corn to be imported from the U.S.
the staple food in Mexico. Corn was
so cheap that farmers in Mexico star-
ted to lose money every time they
planted it, which created a big migra-
tion.

Another affect was the expansion
of the magquiladoras (U.S. factories

along the U.S./Mexico border). These
factories that moved from the U.S. to
Mexico used to pay good wages and
benefits but when the door opened in
Mexico, things changed. The ma-
quiladoras were paying $5.00 a day,
with no overtime pay, no benefits and
women forced to take a pregnancy test
once a week. If the test was positive
they lost their job. So what do we ex-
pect people to do, when they know
just across the border in the U.S.
people were being paid $5.00 an hour
with overtime and benefits.

The people that lost their jobs are
human beings and I hope we put
ourselves in their situation. Most of
the people in the U.S. have ancestors
who made the same decision. They
came here to make a better life for
themselves and their families. I also
hope that you can call your Congress
person and tell them to vote on Im-
migration Reform so people can work
and feed their families in peace be-
cause at the end of
the day that is all
they want, just like
your ancestors did.

Rafael Espinosa is a
representative of the

NOW OFFERING

The university looks
forward to the forma-
tion of a standing com-
munity-university
committee which will
lead coalition- and re-
lationship-building  in
the years ahead.

For more information
on the proposed con-
struction or the agree-
ment, please email
karin@daytonsbluff.org
or call 651-772-2075.

Advertise in the
Forum!

Reasonable rates

7,000 copies
distributed each month

Call 651-772-2075

MONEY TO LOAN WE BUY/WE SELL

United Food and
Commercial

Workers, Local 1189.

He is also the Vice
president of the
Dayton's Bluff
Community Council.

DISC REPAIR
CDs, DVDs,
Games!

266 West 7th St.

One Block West of the Brewery

ATVS, Motorcycles, Jewelry, Coins, Electronics,
Collectibles, Nearly Anything of Value
VISIT OUR TWO LOCATIONS!

651-228-1847 ,

Letter to the editor

New neighbor
with a big idea:
ending hunger

I grew up on the east side, and now the wife and I
have made a major move to Dayton's Bluff. And so
delighted that we have! I'm writing this article to in-
troduce myself to the neighborhood and talk about
something I'm doing to eliminate hunger in Min-
nesota.

First of all, I'd like to impress on everyone that this
isn't my first endeavor to help when I can. In 1974, 1
bicycled from the Twin Cities to Memphis, Tenn., to
benefit St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in
Memphis. It was a way for me to thank God for al-
lowing me to live through something that should have
taken my life.

In 1989, I bicycled from the Twin Cities to Wash-
ington, D.C., delivering hundreds of letters written by
children from all over America suffering from cancer.
They had their own “personal mailman” to deliver
their personal letters to the President of the United
States — a form of hope that the chemo couldn't
provide.

And in 2007, I bicycled from Seattle to Washing-
ton, D.C., gathering the hopes and dreams of thou-
sands of kids across America. I promised to send their
letters into space and, in 2009, the kids' letters
traveled around the planet on the Space Shuttle At-
lantis. To see the results of this endeavor, visit www.
letterothope2007.com.

Now it's time to make sure our children and elderly
have the food they need so desperately. I've been
working on the Minnesota Miracle for more than two
years and now represent 385,000 union workers
throughout Minnesota. The website www.minnesot-
amiracle.com has details on what's coming in April
2014. I'll be walking 300 miles from International
Falls to the Twin Cities with a fundraising goal of $30
million! Donations have already come in from organ-
izations across Minnesota. Pledge forms are going out
to all union members after January 1, 2014.

Now I'm asking everyone in my new neighborhood
to lend a hand. I'm not asking for any funds, but
rather direction to those who would like to be part of
a legacy: helping make Minnesota hunger-free in
2014. I've spoken with the representatives of all the
unions throughout the state and have their promise of
involvement. Now I'm hoping to talk to everyone else
who shares the same concern of keeping our children
and elderly hunger-free.

My father always taught me that it's not how much
a man has, or how much he knows, but WHO he
knows. I want to involve everyone in the Minnesota
Miracle and invite you to join me, and thousands of
others, on the final leg of the 300-mile walk, from
White Bear Lake to the State Capitol on Sunday, May
4, 2014 — a day that will be remembered by every
common man and woman like myself who felt they
had the power to make a difference. Join me behind
the banner that reads “Minnesota — taking care of our
own.”

So if any of my new neighbors have a way of help-
ing us find success next April, please contact me
through www.minnesotamiracle.com, or look for the
HOPE sign on Maria Avenue.

Gary C. Fitch
Dayton's Bluff

651-209-0398

525 East 7th St.

Two Blocks East of Red Savoy's

.~ NOW OPEN until 8PM (M-F) 6PM (Sat) |
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Dayton’s Bluff boy makes good in Hollywood:
Remembering Richard Arlen

by Steve Trimble
Forum historian

“Women turn to gaze at him, attrac-
ted by the abundant hair that waves
back from a good forehead, the fine fig-
ure, the mannish attractiveness. Men
like him for the square look in his eyes
and the sense of fresh air about him. It
may be that he carries with him a part
of the skies in which he's spent so much
of his life, for he was a flyer long before
he was an actor.”

This is how an old fan magazine de-
scribed the appeal of a movie actor
named Richard Arlen, a former neigh-
borhood resident who is almost un-
known today in Dayton’s Bluff. So who
was this man who used to live in our
area?

“I was crazy about flying as a kid. I was
in high school at St. Paul during the first
World War, and a bunch of us kids
wanted to become fliers. The American
Air Force wouldn’t take us because we
were only 16. But an RAF recruiter
came to town and we joined up.” So he
served in the Canadian Air Force during
WWI, jockeying planes but not particip-
ating in fighting.

Arlen went to school in St. Paul, but
there is some question about where. Ac-
cording to one web site, he attended St.
Thomas Academy, but his sister-in-law
told theSt. Paul Dispatch that he went to
Cretin. Two newspaper articles and an
obituary state that he graduated from
Central High School, where he played
hockey and baseball. One source said
that he entered the University of Min-
nesota but left to go into the Canadian

Like many - Air Force. A
Hollywood 4 local newspa-
figures, he per  reported
took on an as- that he went to
sumed name. St. Thomas a
He was born short time be-
Sylvanus fore leaving
James  Mat- for WWI. An-
timore, the other source
youngest  of said he also
five children went to col-
of James and lege in
Mary Mat- Pennsylvania,
timore. His but it is un-
friends called clear when.
him Van. Following

The 1899 the war, Arlen
Dual City became a
Blue Book lists swimming in-

the Mattimore
family address
as 927 Hast-
ings Avenue.
Today, the
street is
known as
Hudson Road.
The fact that they were listed in the
volume suggests that their family was
somewhat prosperous. His father was a
claim agent for the streetcar company
and later became an attorney. One issue
of a newspaper reported that the family
participated in a gathering at St. John’s
Catholic Church in Dayton’s Bluff, so
they may have been members.

Their family name sometimes showed
up in the social pages of the St. Paul
Globe. In 1902, Mrs. Mattimore hosted
a meeting of the New Century Club at
her home. September of that year, the
newspaper reported that the Mattimore
family had returned to Hastings Avenue
after summering in Newport.

At some point, the Mattimore family
seems to have moved to the White Bear
area. In 1930, New Movie Magazine
printed an interview with Arlen. “Some-
body gave me a bicycle and I thought I
ought to use it somehow to make money,
so I got a newspaper route,” Arlen told
them. “That was when I was eight years
old. I lived at Manitou Island and every
morning I rose at 5:30 and supplied 165
houses with papers. My salary was eight
dollars a month. And the next winter [
got a snow route. That means that I had
a certain number of houses which I kept
cleared from snow, and from these I got
five dollars per winter each.”

But different pieces of information
suggest that the family moved back into
St. Paul, or at least that Arlen went to
school here. As he told an interviewer:

structor at the
St. Paul Ath-
letic Club
where he was
also on the
clubs hockey
Minnesota Historical Society team. He also
worked as a
lifeguard and handyman at Wildwood
Amusement Park in White Bear.

Arlen went to Los Angeles intending
to work in the oil fields, but ended up
with a job as a motorcycle messenger at
a film laboratory. One day while making
a delivery, he crashed into the gates of
Paramount Pictures. The studio provided
prompt medical attention and, impressed
by the handsome young stranger, gave
him a small contract in 1925.

Arlen soon rose to credited roles. His
big break came when he was cast as a
pilot in Wings, an award-winning 1927
film. As the 1930s progressed, Arlen
saw his standing in Hollywood slip, so
he freelanced at various studios. He was
a competent performer always, at his
best playing a tough, cynical hero with a
dash of humor.

He often returned to home to visit his
parents, who moved to 1854 Goodrich.
He always considered this city to be
home, once saying “my heart starts beat-
ing faster when I get close to St. Paul.”
According to one source, he spent sever-
al weeks a year with his elderly mother.

He continued to get small parts,
sometimes on early television, until his
death in 1976 from the growing effects
of emphysema. Richard Arlen has a star
on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, but
nothing here in his home town. Perhaps
someone who reads this article will help
start a Richard Arlen Fan Club or pos-
sibly an Arlen film festival — maybe at
the Mounds Theater.

Rep. Sheldon Johnson receives Tekne Award

from a MN House of
Representatives release

Rep. Sheldon Johnson (DFL-St. Paul)
was presented with a 2013 Tekne Award
for Public Service from the Minnesota
High Tech Association (MHTA) at its
annual ceremony Wednesday, Novem-
ber 6, 2013, at the Minneapolis Conven-
tion Center.

Johnson was recognized as a long-
time champion of broadband and author
of legislation that established the origin-
al Minnesota High Speed Broadband

Task Force. He also was the lead House
author of the bill establishing the Office
of Broadband Development.

MHTA is an innovation and techno-
logy association united in fueling Min-
nesota’s prosperity. It helps bring
together the people of Minnesota’s tech-
nology ecosystem and leads the charge
in directing technology issues to Min-
nesota’s state capitol. MHTA is the only
membership organization that repres-
ents Minnesota’s entire  techno-
logy-based economy.

Market on the Bluff open
for “Small Business Saturday”

by Diane Michele May
special to the Forum

Between “Black Friday” and “Cyber
Monday” is “Small Business Sat-
urday.” November 30 is a very import-
ant sales day for a small, determined
group of your neighbors who need you
to come support their businesses in the
Dayton's Bluff Community Council
Offices from 12:00 to 4:00 pm. But,
let's start at the beginning...

If you haven't noticed, there are
some noticeable gaps in retail spaces
on East 7™ Street. Under the guidance
of Tabitha DeRango, the Dayton's
Bluff Community Council formed
“Market On The Bluff” as part of the
Make it Happen on East 7" Street initi-
ative to promote business growth in
our neighborhood. The Market started
off with a bang when the city of St.
Paul won the “Better Block™ grant and
partitioned off Margaret Street to have
our very own open-air Farmer's Market
on Thursday nights last summer. The
attendance for the Better Block event
was staggering. and the excitement in
the air was palpable.

As the market scaled back for au-
tumn and moved inside the Com-
munity Council office building, the
vendors appreciate the many people
who went looking for or accidentally

$1

stumbled onto the Market and suppor-
ted it with their presence, kind words
of appreciation, and sales. A lot of re-
turn customers found the “Market on
the Bluff” Facebook page helpful to
tell them where the Market was going
to be at, who was the featured artist of
the week, and to see some photographs
of some really cute kids.

And that brings us back to Small
Business Saturday. Come support these
artisans and craftspeople going the ex-
tra mile to bring you homemade, loc-
ally-produced goods. “Market on the
Bluff” has vendors who make their
own jewelry, soap, lip gloss, lotion,
wooden bowls, driftwood stands, pil-
lowcases, Christmas stockings, cards,
fine-art prints, paintings, pies, muffins,
sweetbreads, jams, jellies, honey,
sauerkraut, and relish to sell. We
proudly serve Organo Gold Coffee,
Tea, and Hot Chocolate.

There will be something for every-
one on November 30 from 12:00 noon
to 4:00 pm. Three dollars will get you
either a hand-produced card, an indi-
vidual-serving of pie, or a few veget-
ables. Five dollars will get you some
jelly, soap, or a few cups of coffee.
Come and find out what eight or ten
dollars might buy! Your neighbors sure
would appreciate it.

CENTROMEX SUPERMERCADO
816 East 7™ Street

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, 8:00 AM TO 8:00 PM
Celebrate our 10™ anniversary in November!

10% off in credit on purchases up to $30. Please come in and ask for specials.

off your next purchase with coupon
en su proxima compra

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PURCHASE — GRACIAS POR SU COMPRA

Ever think, “Someone should do something...”?
You ARE someone...in Dayton's Bluff.

Join us at our Community Council meetings. All are open to the public
and held at the Community Council office at 798 East 7" Street.

Board of Directors:
3 Monday each month, 7:00 pm

Land Use Commiittee:
15t Monday each month, 7:00 pm

Equity Committee:
1%t Tuesday each month, 6:30 pm

Vacant Building Committee:
3" Thursday each month, 6:30 pm

Greenspace Committee:
3™ Monday each month, 6:00 pm

Ask about our Marketing, Arts and
Cultures, and Outreach Committees.

Call 651-772-2075 for more information.
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2013 marks third year of Roger Tetu Award

by Forum staff

The 2013 Roger Tetu award was giv-
en to John Engebretson during the
Dayton’s Bluff Community Council’s
Annual Community Meeting and Din-
ner. This is the third year this award was
given to a neighbor who is making our
neighborhood a better place to live.

John enjoys fixing things and is
known as the neighborhood handy man.
He helps keep his alley cleaned up.
When he finds discarded bicycle parts,
he uses them to fix neighborhood kids'
bikes. Sometimes he has enough parts
for a whole bike, and he gives it away to
a child who doesn’t have one. He picks
up trash on his walk to and from Cub

Foods on Clarence Street. He has helped
neighbors clean up graffiti. He helps
neighbors with yard work, snow remov-
al, and gardening.

The first time Dayton’s Bluff Com-
munity Council staff met him, he had
walked to our office to get six recycling
bins for new neighbors and took them
back home on his cart. Recycling is one
of the things he believes everyone
should do. One of his neighbors, Jess
Cardoza, stated, “If every block had a
neighbor like John, what a wonderful
place it would be.”

Keep your eye out for neighbors
worthy of the Roger Tetu award. For
more information, email karin@daytons
bluff.org or call Karin at 651-772-2075.

Photo by Karin DuPaul

John Engebretson, right, winner of the 2013 Roger Tetu award for neighborhood service,
is pictured with his neighbors Jovita and Jess Cardoza at the Dayton’s Bluff Community

Council’s Annual Community Dinner.

Annual neighborhood survey results

At the 2013 Dayton's Bluff annual
community meeting held October 28,
we asked questions about quality of
life and attachment to our neighbor-
hood. The following are the re-
sponses we got; thank you to all who
participated.

Q: What makes you smile in your
neighborhood?

* The eagles in Mounds Park,
and the fact that the neigh-
bors get together because of
their presence.

* Neighbors out enjoying the
community and each other.

* My next door neighbor.

» Seeing young people in-
volved in positive community
activities.

* Neighbors are starting to
come together and watch out
for each other, encouraging
community.

Q: What are the things that pro-
mote healthy living in our com-
munity?

* Nature, walking and history

» Eagles nesting — 3 eagle ba-
bies this year

* Bike lanes — hope there are
more to come

Advertise in the Forum!
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7,000 copies distributed each month
Call 651-772-2075

Dayton’s

Dear Reader,

The Dayton's Bluff District
Forum has been around
since the late 1970s. It's a
volunteer-run newspaper
that has always operated on

a minimal budget, but is now

facing the possibility that it

won't be able to continue be-

cause of economic diffi-
culties.

The large companies in
Dayton's Bluff are gone, and
most of the small businesses
don't have the finances to
purchase advertisements.

We have to admit that we
can no longer rely on ad in-
come alone, though we will
keep trying to increase this
revenue source. Grants are
hard to get these days.

So we are trying this ap-
proach: We'd like to get 100
residents to become Friends
of the Forum and agree to
make annual tax-exempt

DistrictForum

Bluff

donations to help the paper
continue to mail out neigh-
borhood news on a monthly
basis.

If you value having a com-
munity source of information,
please consider filling out
the form at right and enclose
a check. Any amount is ap-
preciated.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Dayton's Bluff District For-
um Board: Greg Cosimini,
Karin DuPaul, Steve Trimble

Editor: Meg Gronau

Editorial Assistant: Mark
Gallagher

798 East 7" Street, Saint Paul MN 55106
Phone 651-772-2075 Fax 651-774-3510

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPAPER NEEDS YOUR HELP

Yes, | will become a Friend of
the Forum.

closed, for (circle amount):

$100 $50

My tax-deductible check is en-

$25 Other

Or give online at givemn.razoo

.com. Click on “donate” and type
in Hopewell Communications.

Name
Email
Address

ZIP

Phone

Make checks out to Dayton's
Bluff District Forum and mail to
798 East 7™ Street, St. Paul, MN
55106.

For more information, contact
Karin at 651-772-2075 or
karin@daytonsbluff.org.

Q: What are the best parks in

Dayton’s Bluff?

¢« Swede Hollow
¢ Indian Mounds Park
¢ Bruce Vento Nature Sanctu-

ary

* Park by YMCA

* Thank you to Parks and Rec;
the Dayton's Bluff Recreation
Center park looked awesome

this year!

Q: What makes you think the
neighborhood is on the rise?
e Fixing up houses
*  $1 million Forever St. Paul

winner

* Cementing reputation for urb-
an agriculture

* Public transit proposals

* Dayton's Bluff Community
Council building expansion at
East 7" and Margaret Streets

Q: What is the best place for
youth on the east side?
« Dayton’s Bluff Recreation

Center

Q: What was your favorite event
this year in Dayton’s Bluff?
*  Market on the Bluff
« ECFE rummage sale

Assisted Healing
Center

Randy & Laurie
Asunma

Ellen Biales
Bravely Be, Inc.
ESABA
Carol Carey
Julia Carlson

Beth Cleary &
Peter Rachleff

Kendall &
Bernadette
Clevenger

Jean Comstock

Mary Ann
Cogelow

Greg Cosimini
John Davidsen
Tabitha DeRango
Nicholas Duncan
Karin DuPaul
Danny Evans
Mark Gallagher
Gloria Gomez
Esther Gomez
Gayl Gustafson

James
Haselmann

Nancy P.
Homans

Friends of
the Forum

Thank you!

The Dayton's Bluff District Forum
thanks these generous donors.

Bette Johnson
Jeffrey Jones
Patrick Lee

Wayne & Gail
Lundeen

David Lyons
Heather
Maclaughlin

David R.
Markegard

Jillyne Marrone
Matt Mazanek
Elizabeth Meyer

Nick & Colleen
Misenor

John & Nikole
Mitchell

Celeste (Sally)
Pilla Perry

Mary Petrie

Stefan & LeeAnn
Pomrenke

Rebecca Price
Mona Rath
Carla Riehle
Sharon Sawyer
Ramona Shafer
Vic Tedesco
Steve Trimble

Marise A.
Widmer

Consider joining them;, fill out the
form at left.
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