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A helping hand

Do you need assistance fixing up
your home, apartment or yard? What
if 1 told you that, “Help is on the
way”...? Believeit or not, you might
want to give this a shot.

Thereisaservice-oriented program
caled, “Urban Servants.” An estab-
lished umbrellaof Camp Kingswood—
which isaUnited Methodist camp &
retreat center—Urban Servants un-
dertakes projects relative to home
maintenance and structural rehabilita-
tion. It therefore collaborates with
churches, homeowners and landlords
to improveliving conditionsfor indi-
vidualsand families.

While adultswork on and supervise
designated tasks, the bulk of its
workforce is composed of youths
(middle through high school). Some
past successes of the program include
building ramps and decks, redoing con-
crete steps and walkways, minor re-
pairsand remodeling, flooring, paint-
ing, window washing, yard work, etc.

Homeowners, landlords and even
local businessesare highly encouraged
to take advantage (proper & honestly)
of this instrumental community ser-
vice. Through these heartfelt collabo-
rations we will contribute to healthy
living conditionsthat arefoundational
to a sense of belonging, care, safety,
persona development and much more.

Submit your home service request
to Al Mitchell before May 23rd, 2009
at Mounds Park United Methodist
Church, 1049 Euclid Street,For more
information contact Al Mitchell, Chil-
dren & Families Outreach Coordina-
tor at 651-774-8736.
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This beautiful double house at 732-4 East 5th St. was on the 2008 Dayton’s Bluff Sprlng Vacant Home Tour.
It was later purchased and is now home to two news families. Join usthisyear on May 17th and see what sort

of neighborhood jewels are on this spring’s Dayton’s Bluff Vacant Home Tour.

The Spring Dayton’'s Bluff Vacant
Home Tour will be held on Sunday,
May 17. 1t will showcase some of the
vacant homesin our neighborhood and,
hopefully, find buyers for them. Six
homes will be featured on the tour.

Pick up the map with the location of
the houses between noon and 5 p.m.
at 798 East 7th Street at the corner of
East 7th and Margaret. Come early
andrideonaVintage Twin Cities Tran-
sit bus.

Realtorsand bankerswill be on hand
with information and to answer ques-
tions. Also open during thetour will be
severa of the homesin the 4th Street
Preservation Project. Information
about that project will be available at
the beginning of thetour.

The Vacant Home Tour is a project
of the Dayton’s Bluff Vacant Build-
ing Committee (DBVBC), whichfea-
tured two successful tours last year.
The tours brought over four hundred
people to look at Dayton’'s Bluff to
look at vacant homeslast year. Of the
twenty homes on tours last year al
but two were sold. The home shown
in the photo above was one of the
houses on the tour that was|ater sold.

The DBVBC was formed in 2007
just as the early fallout from the sub
primecrisisbeganto emerge. Initialy,
the group’sgoal wasto provide neigh-
borhood input on the city’s decisions
when to (or when not to) demolish
vacant properties in the Dayton’s
Bluff area. The ideawasto stop the
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demolition of vacant properties just
because they were vacant.

The Dayton’s Bluff Vacant Home
Tours are an alternative to vacant
house demolition. Homesof al sizes,
somein move-in shape, somein need
of alot of work will be included on
thetour. Thetour will featureawide
range of these homes and it isan op-
portunity to see the options available
inour neighborhood.

The Vacant Home Tour will be on
Sunday, May 17. Anyonewho would
like to help out with the tour or get
involved with the Dayton’s Bluff Va-
cant Home Committeeiswelcometo
join. We need your help. Please con-
tact Karin DuPaul at 651-772-2075 or
Karin@daytonsbl uff.org.

New city or dinance complicatesrehab of vacant homes

By Nick Duncan

As spring arrives on Dayton’s Bluff
so does a new round of open houses
and hometoursdesigned to bol ster the
faltering local real estate market.
Dayton’s Bluff hasbeen hit especially
hard by the burst of the nation’s real
estate bubble. The proliferation of
vacant properties has been one of the
most troublesome issues to tackle.

Our neighborhood is full of empty
homes. Most of these vacant proper-
ties are bank foreclosures, homes
whose former owners were unable to
pay the mortgage so the property was
forfeited to the lender, usually a bank
or mortgage company.

Once a foreclosure has taken place
and the former owner and/or tenants
have been evicted, the City of St Paul

posts the property as ‘vacant.” Va
cant buildings are categorized by the
city in one of three groups. Category
1 vacant buildings are structures that
have no housing code violations and
aresimply empty homes. Category 2
vacant buildingsare structuresthat are
in need of somerepairsto make code.
Category 3 vacant buildingsare struc-
tures with major problems that are
past redemption and arein line to be
torn down.

Neighborhood groups like the
Dayton’'sBluff Vacant Building Com-
mittee (DBVBC) have organized to
address the issue. Last year the
DBVBC held two very successful
“Vacant Home Tours’ which spot-
lighted the high quality, low cost va-
cant homes available for purchasein

the neighborhood. People camefrom
all over the metro area to see what
our neighborhood had to offer. A num-
ber of historical and unique Category
2 vacant homes where purchased by
tour attendees and saved from the
wrecking ball.

These Category 2 vacant homes
were purchased by folks who were
willing to trade sweat equity for high
mortgage payments.  Theses
rehabbersand recyclershaveinvested
their hard work into making our neigh-
borhood abetter place while maintain-
ingitsrich history. Thesearethekind
of neighborsour city islooking for.

On Sunday May 17th the DBVBC
will be holding another vacant home

“Ordinance” continued on page 7
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Dayton’sBluff
Community M esting

The next Community Meeting is
Thursday, May 7 from 6:30 to 8:00
p.m. in the meeting room at the
Dayton’s Bluff Community Council,
798 East 7th Street at the corner of
7th and Margaret The Dayton’'s
Bluff Community Council holds its
Community Meeting onthe 1st Thurs-
day of each month. The purpose of
themeetingistowork with block clubs
and neighborhood residents on prob-
lem properties, criminal and nuisance
behavior, code enforcement issuesand
any other neighborhood issues, con-
cerns, and/or new ideas for improve-
ment in Dayton’s Bluff

If you can get me the addresses of
problemsahead of time| can get them
to the police and code enforcement.
Then they can bring information about
the problems to the meeting. All
Dayton’s Bluff residents are welcome
to attend. If you need more informa:
tion email Karin@DaytonsBluff.org or
call Karin at 651-772-2075.

Meet with the police
The Eastern District Police host
their monthly meetingsfor community
members at 722 Payne on the corner
of Payne and Minnehaha Avenues.
Oneison thethird Wednesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. and the other on
thethird Friday of each month at 9:30
am. In May the meetings are on
the 20th and 22nd.

The meetings areintended as atime
to listen to and address people’'s con-
cerns about crime and other issues on
the East Side.

Dayton’s Bluff

Annual Spring Dinner

The Dayton’s Bluff Annual Spring
Dinner will beheld on Satur day, May
16th. It'sour neighborhood party that
moves from location to location! We
arelooking for participantsincluding
hosts and homesto be our buffet din-
ing sites. Typically, the evening is di-
vided into three events: appetizers,
desserts, plus one home for the all-
participant session that isthe finale.

Last year we had about 50 people
attend. It's a great way to meet, greet
and minglewith your neighbors! Par-
ticipants should be 21 years old and
up and aresident of the Dayton’s Bluff
neighborhood. Interested? Contact
Marjorie Smith, event coordinator, at
651-778-1075

Sixth Annual Plant Sale

and Exchange

The Sixth Annual Greening
Dayton’s Bluff Plant Sale and
Exchange will be held on Saturday,
May 16 from 9:00 am. to noon at the
corner of East 7th Street and Batesin
the gardens outside the Swede Hollow
Café. Plants for sale will include
perennials and annuals.

If you have plants in your garden
that you have too many of or do not
likeany longer, bring themtotheplant
exchange and take home something
youwould rather haveinyour garden.
For moreinformation contact Karin at
KarinA@DaytonsBluff.org or call
651-772-2075.

Old Eastadechurch blossoms
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Ray Charles' daughter, Shelia Raye Charles, recently spoke and sang
at the new Immanuel City of Refuge Healing Temple at 815 E. Frank St.

By Lou “The Photo Guy” Michaels

Thelmmanuel City of Refuge Heal -
ing Temple recently relocated from
Burnsville to the Eastside of St. Paul
to serve the needs of local residents.
It is located in the former Asbury
United Methodist Church at 815 East
Frank. It wastherethat | recently had
the pleasure to see and hear the voice
of Ray Charles’ daughter, SheliaRaye
Charles.

Charles provided a moving and in-
spirational testimony of her life and
journey to salvation. Sexually mo-
lested as a child, Charles shared how
her 15-year crack cocaine addiction
resulted in Federal Prison where she
finally surrendered to a strong spiri-
tual relationship. As a special treat,
Shelia Raye sang the title song from
her album, Behind The Shades, fol-
lowed by a remake of Luther
Vandeross So Amazing, and an old
gospel song, Joy.

Charlestravelsthe world providing
tributesto her father, Ray Charles, and

promoting her book-“Behind The
Shades.” She is a frequent speaker
at prisons, providing her own personal
story and message of hope. To learn
more about her, visit
www.sheliarayecharles.com

Pastor Henry L. Block leads
Immanuel City of Refuge, along with
his wife evangelist Ethel J. Block.
Pastor Block hopes to encourage
people to attend the church by pass-
ing out tracks and bibles in the com-
munity. Service times are: Wednes-
day Prayer at 7 p.m., Friday Bible
study at 7 p.m., Sunday School at 10
am., and Worship Service at 11:15
am. They will begin offering afree
community meal at their church in
April.

Pastor Block wants everyone to
know that they are welcome in the
church. It doesn’'t matter what color
or race they are. Pastor Block isin-
viting al to come and worship with
them. For moreinformation call 651-
771-0047.

Water Fest 2009

Come to WaterFest on Saturday
May 16, 9:30 am. until 2:00 p.m. at
the Lake Phalen Pavilion.

WaterFest is afree family celebra-
tion of our clean lakes and an oppor-
tunity for hands-on learning about the
water quality, wildlife, and special eco-
logical features of our beautiful wa-
tershed. Highlights of WaterFest ac-
tivities include: a 5k fun walk/run
around Phalen Lake, Voyageur canoe
rides, fishing lessons, rain gardentours
and native plant give-away, live ani-
mals, water games, the Toonies Pup-
pet Show, Hmong Youth Dancers,
landscaping and watershed exhibits,
the Minnesota Renewable Energy
Society’s 17th Annual Solar Boat Re-
gatta and lots more.

This event is sponsored by the
Ramsey-Washington Metro Water-
shed District and the cities of
Maplewood and St. Paul. For more
information visit www.rwmwd.org

Dayton’s Bluff Recycling
Pick-up inourareaisevery @

Tuesday. Please have your ‘ ’

recycling at the curb by 7am.
Need bins? Stop by the Council office

at 798 E 7th 8t or call 631-772-20735.

Basketball Camp

Hone your basketball skills, make
new friends and learn lessonsfor life
at the Path To Victory Basketball
Camp. Thecampisfor boysandgirls
entering grades 1-8. The girls camp
will be held June 18-20 and the boys
camp is June 26-28. Times for the
camp are 6-8 p.m. Cost for the camp
is $10. The camps are sponsored by
. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.
For more information call 651-771-
6406 or visit stjohnev.net.

Magnet School Powwow

The American Indian Magnet School
is having a Powwow on May 29th at
the school at 1075 East 3rd Street.
There are two grand entries, one at 1
p.m. and another at 6 p.m. Thereis
also a feast at 5 p.m. For more
information call 651-778 3100.

Curfew Law

The City of Saint Paul
enforces the following
curfew law for youth:

« Age 15 or younger: Home by 10pm
» Age 16-17: Home by 12 midnight

St. Paul Police Department
Jrvenile Unit

Dayton’sBluff
Preservation Evening

The Dayton’s Bluff Preservation
Evening is being held on Tuesday,
May 5, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the
Metro State/Dayton’s Bluff Library
645 East 7th Street in room 302.
Come and hear about home preser-
vation and repair in Dayton’s BIuff.
Learn about the East 4th Street Pres-
ervation project and other Dayton's
Bluff home repair projects.

Many neighbors have had extensive
experience preserving and repairing
their homes. Some of these neighbors
will be on hand to speak about their
homes and show before and after im-
ages. Have a home you want to pre-
serve and research and don’'t know
where to start? Have you repaired
or restored your home? Redecorated
aroom?Rebuilt aporch? Or done any
other home project? We are asking
residentsto bring their stories, pictures,
picture boards, scrapbooks, etc. onbig
and little homerepair projectsto share.

For thelast six yearsresidents have
brought photos, picture boards, and
storiesabout kitchen, bathroom, porch,
whole-house and many other projects.
Call Karin at 772-2075 or email
Karin@DaytonsBluff.orgif you have
projects you would like to share with
othersor for moreinformation.

Block club meetings

* Wilson Avenue Block Club meets
on the second Wednesday of each
month at Mounds Park United Meth-
odist Church, at Earl and Euclid, at 6:30
p.m.

* L ower Dayton’s Bluff Block Club
Kickball meets on the second to the
last Tuesday of each month at
Dayton’s Bluff Rec Center at 800
Conway at 6:30 p.m. Kids and par-
ents are welcome. Kids play, parents
talk.

* Margaret Rec Center Block Club
meets on the second Thursday of
each month at the Margaret Rec Cen-
ter, at Margaret and Frank, at 6:30
p.m.

If you wish to have your block club
listed, or need information about start-
ing you own block club, please con-
tact Karin at 651-772-2075 or
Karin@DaytonsBluff.org.

Take a Hike

Dayton’s Bluff Take a Hike occurs
on thefirst Saturday of most months.
The next hikeis on Saturday, May 2.
We meet at 10:30 am. in Indian
Mounds Park at Earl St. and Mounds
Blvd.

We Il hikefrom Mounds Park to the
Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary and
then walk along the Bruce Vento Rec-
reational Trail through Swede Hollow
Park to the new East Side Heritage
Park. Along the way we will share
storiesand learn somelocal history of
the area. The hike is about four miles
long with some moderately rough ter-
rain. Transportation will be available
to return to Mounds Park, if needed.

Join us and explore some of our
parks and the regional trail. For more
information contact Karin at 651-772-
2075 or Karin@DaytonsBIuff.org.
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Thank you to everyone who heped with the Parks and
Neghborhoods Clean Up on Apr|I 11, 2009

Thisspace prepared and paid for by theLantry for Council Volunteer Committee, 25 E. Sandra L ane, Saint Paul MN 55119

...and theducksthank you, too!

Plays and movies are coming to
the Mounds Theatre

“The Miss Firecracker Contest”

Starting Gate Productions’ final play
of their current season is “The Miss
Firecracker Contest.”

It's time for the Miss Firecracker
Contest in Brookhaven, Mississippi,
and Carnelle hasher eyeson the prize!
In Beth Henley’s hilarious play,
Carnelle, her cousins Elain and
Delmount, and her friends Popeyeand
Mac Sam hopethat this Fourth of July
will redeem them from their
checkered pasts and send them out in
ablaze of glory!

Play Date and Times
May 1st - May 24th, 2009
Fridays- Saturdaysat 7:30 p.m.
Sunday Matinees at 2:00 p.m.
Pay what you can night Monday, May
11,2009 at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets
$18 Genera
$16 Students and seniors
$10 High school students

For more information about “The
Miss Firecracker Contest” or to
purchaseyour ticketsonline, pleasego
to www.startinggate.org or call 651-
645-3503.

Man with a Movie Camera

Director Dziga Vertov's classic si-
lent movie film Man with a Movie
Camerawill beshowing at theMounds
Theatre on June 5th and 6th at 7 p.m.

Shot in many cities throughout the
Soviet Unioninthelate 1920sand re-
leased in 1929, Man with a Movie
Cameraisalandmark of Soviet con-
structionist film and to this day still
astoundsfilmtheorists, criticsand gen-
eral audiences. There are no actors
in the film, only real people going
about their lives, bethey exhilarating,
tragic, or both.

The Mounds Theatre is located at
1029 Hudson Road, Saint Paul, MN
55106; www.moundstheatre.org; 651-
772-2253.

Support your
Faul s /ﬁmgag, | MOUND LiQUORS | | Suprort
L ]|? neighborhood
Karaoke Weekly Specials newspaper.
Fridays 8:30p-12:30a | M—Th 10a-8p Advertiseinthe
Dayton’s Bluff
Weekday Happy Hour | F-5at 10a-10p District Forum
10a-1 ;'_p and 3—5[) Ask about our monthly drawings! Call
051-772-2075

Portage for Youth summer camps

The Portage for Youth will be hold-
ing classesin Theatre Artsand Dance
this summer at the Historic Mounds
Theatre, 1029 Hudson Road, Saint
Paul, MN 55106. The classes are for
children ages 8 to 13.

Campswill be held during theweeks
of July 6, July 13, July 20, July 27,
August 3and August 10. Sessionsrun
Monday through Friday, 10:30 am. to
2:30p.m.

Theatre Arts and Dance tap partici-
pants' instincts to explore who they
truly are and can be. Theatre, dance
and movement hel p participantsgrow
by encouraging creativity, cooperation
with othersin achieving ajoint goal,
self-exploration and development of

moral and spiritual values. In addi-
tion, movement and dance combines
athleticism, creativity and builds stu-
dents’ artistic abilities.

Each child must bring hisor her own
bagged lunch and a drink, and have
transportation to and from classes.
The Dayton’sBluff Circulator will be
running this summer and makes stops
at the Mounds Theatre.

There is no fee for the camps but
participants must register by June 22,
2009. Please call Raeann Ruth at the
Portage for Youth to register at 651-
772-8674 or visit the Mounds Theatre
website at www.moundstheatre.org
for moreinformation and to download
aregistration form.

HOME TOUR

Margarct

TRANSIT BUS !

DAYTON'S BLUFF SFRING VACANT
SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2009
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Discovering the past usmg thetechnology of the future: eBay and East Side history

By Steve Trimble

A while back | wrote an article on
what can be learned about Dayton’s
Buff history by selective buying of
collectables on eBay. Think of thisas
kind of asecond chapter that includes
additional information from Dayton’s
Bluff and the Greater East Side.

The most interesting of the trio of
purchased postalswasan original |et-
ter sent by aNavy serviceman. It was
addressed to “Mr’s Leroy Palmer, Jr.
1045 E. Maryland Avenue St Paul 6,
Minn”.” It was sent by her husband
in Tiburon, California. | looked it up
and during WWII it housed the “Na-
val Net Depot,” that manufactured
huge metal netting. The sailors were
trained intheinstallation and handling
of the nets that were placed to stop
enemy torpedoes or submarines from
entering harbors up and down the
Pacific coast.

Apparently they also had a“Float-
ing Dry Dock Center,” since he tells
his wife that is what the F.D.T.C.
means on his return address. Oddly,
the postmark on the envelopeis June
6, 1944, but on the top of the page he
has written June 8, 1944. The four-
page letter starts out “Hello Sweet
Heart Honey” and goes on to say that
he would be shipping out perhaps to
either Floridaor Alabama. Heexplains
how they “dry dock” aboat so it can
be worked on.

“l am going to try & get a leave
when | get to the next base. | sure
hope they giveit to me, don't you,”
LeRoy continues. He didn’t that the
war “will last much longer now with
thisbig drive on they sure areraising
hell over there.” He was pretty sure
that he would not be going overseas
soon, since “we haven't had enough
training yet.”

On the fourth page he sends ames-
sageto hisson, asking “how ismy boy
getting along,” and then asks*“ areyou
eating alot of food so you can get big
like dady” He ends by saying “now
you be a good boy & help momey
when you can. Your Dady”

So who wasthisfamily?Inthe 1944
city directory, LeRoy was listed as a
defense worker. His wife, whose
name was Gladys, does not appear to
have worked outside the home. He
definitely lived through the war, since
heisfoundinthe 1946 city directory,
which has him back at home placeand
still inthe Navy.

By 1951 Leroy waslisted in the di-
rectory as a construction worker and
two years later was an ironworker at
Midwest Erector. For lack of time |
didn’t check further, so I currently
have noideahow long they stayed on
the East Side or whether they are still
dive.

However, | did find aLeRoy Palmer
inthe MHS death index. Hewasborn
in 1915, whichwould makehimin his
late twentiesin 1944. It's not certain
thisisthe sameman, but hedid diein
1985 in Ramsey County. There was
asoaGladysL. Pamer, bornin 1916
in Minnesota who died in Olmstead
County in 1985. Anyone care to do
some more research?

| also won the bidding for a post-
card of the 1938 Winter Carnival.

! HERES THAT
=\ OVERDUE
€% marL FOR

Theenvelope (above) of alocal sailor’sletter waspostmarked on June 6, 1944 (also
known asD-Day) even though theletter itself (below) wasdated June8, 1944,

Even though the Dayton’s Bluff web
site aready has several similar items,
this one added a bit of information to
the story. On the bottom of thefront it
says in white printing “ICE COURT
ST. PAUL WINTER SPORTS CAR-
NIVAL JAN.24-FEB.6 - 1938 ST.
PAUL MINN.”

Unlike the huge “palaces’ of the
past, the photo postcard shows anice
structure that was a simple art deco-
inspired design consisting only of a
facade and a skating rink. The con-
struction took a week, but it was al-
most not finished since asudden Janu-
ary thaw undermined thewallsand the
city was ready to blast it down for
safety reasons. However, an equally
sudden blizzard hit and brought back
freezing weather.

As you can see there were two
semicircular disksof ice. Thefront one
stood 50 feet high, the one behind
measured 60 feet. Electric lightsillu-
minated these crystal palaces at night
in patterns of changing color. It was
said that the lighting used as much
electricity during itsten-day lifeasa
town of 7,000 consumed in ayear.

In front was a skating rink around
300 feet by 100 feet and alongside
were columns of ice topped with
thirty-foot poleswith flying pennants.
Thereissome confusion asto exactly
wherein Dayton’s Bluff the Ice Court
was located. An earlier issue of the
Forum stated that it was likely in the
Bluff Playground at Hudson Road
between Euclid and Wilson which was
destroyed when 1-94 cut through the
neighborhood in the early 1960s.

Finding the exact location is one of
the reasons | bought the post card. It
was never mailed, but on the back.
“lce court just two blocks from our
house 670 Short St., St. Paul Minn.”
If the person writing thisis correct, it
may not have been as far over as
Euclid and Wilson. Obviously, more
research is needed once again.

In 1938 the owner of 670 Short was
listed as Owen D. Wolfe. While she
was not listed in the city directory, it
seems that Owen may have been
married or had adaughter—the hand-
writing on the post card looks like a
woman's and it said “our home” not
“my home”. The Wolfe family may

This1938 Saint Paul Winter Carnival | ce Palace, or IceCourt asit wascalled, was
built in Dayton’sBluff although it’sexact location remainssomewhat of amystery.

< e

have moved away fairly soon after-
wards, since in the 1940s a Dominik
Anzivino was the resident of record,
and seems to have been arenter. Do
any of you readers know anything
about these people?

My final eBay acquisition was an
unusual post card of the old Mounds
Park Sanitarium. The “real photo
postcard,” as it is called, is eleven
inches long—twice the usual length.
This one was never mailed. It shows
the brick building as well as a frame
house—don't know what it was yet—
to the west. If you look closely you
can see that a photographer is stand-
ing with his cameraand tripod on the
sidewalk.

CoulditbeF. L. Wright or his part-
ner? The card was copyrighted in
1908 by F. L. Wright Photo. Accord-
ing to Minnesota Historical Society
records, therewasaFrancisL. Wright
of the Haas & Wright studio that op-
erated in downtown St. Paul between
1907 and 1909.

And now, some of the story of the
image. The Mounds Park Sanitarium
wasbuiltin 1906 on Thorn Street just
east of Earl. NelsLindahl of the Payne
Avenue Baptist Church and Dr. Rob-
ert Earl began thevision of aSwedish
Sanitariumin St. Paul. It later changed
its name to the Mounds Park Hospi-
tal. A school of nursing was opened
just a few months after the opening
of theingtitution which eventually be-
came the Mounds-Midway School of
Nursing. Thesite of the old Mounds
Park Hospital becameaparkinglot for
a new building which is now part of
today’s Cerenity Senior Care.

There you have it—how fiddling
around on eBay can actually be of use
in the writing of history. Sometimes
the cast-offsfrom attics and basements
can provide unique bits of what histo-
rians have called “material culture.”
Andwhiletheitemsadd to the knowl-
edge of the East Side, they also leave
many questions unanswered and need
follow-up research.

I’ [l keep on checking the online auc-
tion and may share more findsin the
future. Unfortunately, sometimes| get
overbid and unlessone of you readers
winsit, we may loseachancetolearn
more about our community.

Editor’snote: |ce palaces by their very
nature do not survive long but they
leavealastingimpression on thosewho
see them. Many local residents still
remember the 1938 Ice Court in Dayton's
Bluff athoughthey alsorememberitin
a variety of locations. Does anyone
have definitive proof of whereit was?
If so, lets us know.

Thlsrather raredoubIeW|dth posicard of theMoundsPar k Sanitarium from 1908 showsa photograher in front of thebuilding.
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Remembering
Girl Scout Leader
Emily Borth

By June Bennett

In 1932, the official mission of the
Girl Scouts of Americawasto “help
girls to realize the ideals of woman-
hood asapreparation for their respon-
sibilitiesinthehome and serviceto the
community.”

b

9

Emily Borth

That year Emily Borth became the
leader of Girl Scout troop No. 5 at
Mounds Park Elementary and for the
next 32 years devoted much of her life
to this ideal. She and her husband
Arthur had no children of their own,
but Emily set out to nurture as many
children aslifewould grant her.

Charlene Birmingham, Beverly
Singewald and Ursuline Sagsetetter,
threelong-time residents of Dayton’s
Bluff, were members of Emily’stroop.
They remember that she had a gift for
being therefor thegirls. Sheorganized
field trips to Taystee Bakery, Griggs
Cooper Company and the fire and
policedepartments (wherethe girlstill
remember being fingerprinted). She
taught the girlshow to make placemats
for hospitalized patientsand helped to
collect dollsfor less unfortunate chil-
dren. There were also trips to over-
night cabins in Forest Lake, and
Charlene's troop was among the first
ridersonthe exciting new Twin Cities
Zephyr train in the 1930s.

Charlenewas 10 yearsold when she
entered the Girl Scouts and became
part of Emily’sfamily. Sheremembers
Emily’s mother and other mothers
hel ping out with the badges and teach-
ing the girls to make hospital-style
beds. The relationship forged in the
Scouts continued, and Emily attended
Charlene's graduation from college.

Emily’s husband Arthur was also
part of the scouting activities; he at-
tended Scout conferences and hel ped
Emily take the troop to Mexico City.
Thewomen said that Arthur was con-
sidered an honorary Girl Scout and
should have had a string of badges of
hisown.

Beverly and Ursuline wereinspired
by Emily’s example to become Girl
Scoutstroop leadersaswell. Beverly,
Ursuline and Charlene still live in
Dayton’s Bluff and remain the best of
friends. Emily and Arthur retired and
moved to Floridain the 1980s where
Emily died at the age of 82.

She would be proud to know that
the Girl Scoutstill continuetothisday.

Celebrating the
Bluff...and itspeople

By Ed Lambert, Executive Director,
Dayton’'s Bluff Community Council

Dayton’s BIuff is one of the oldest
communitiesin Saint Paul, and one of
its most diverse. We are known for
our extensive and beautiful parks,
spectacular views of Downtown Saint
Paul and the mighty Mississippi, as
well asthe scores of magnificent older
homeslovingly restored, among other
outstanding aspects of “the Bluff.”

Many people and organizations have
striven, and continue to work hard, to
make this a good place to live and do
business. Even so, our community has
been hit hard by the current financial cri-
sis and many of us worry about the fu-
ture. The District Council, among many
other groups, believesit istime to come
together and celebrate our community
this spring, lest we forget what we have,
and the bright future that can be ours, in
thisremarkable community.

The District Council iscoordinating in-
vitations to some 150+ people, from
throughout the community, to a free
Spring Celebration and Recognition Din-
ner at St. John's Catholic Church of Saint
Paul on Friday May 15th. It ishoped this
will becomean annual event, celebrating
Dayton’s Bluff and recognizing some of
the unsung activists whose efforts make
this a unique and attractive community.

The buffet dinner will also serve as a
forum to recognize the potential of our
community’s youth, as expressed by the
2009 “ Youth Voice” group of the Eastside.
Theten Eastside Youth inthisgroup have
been studying how to assess our
community’sneeds and assets, and learn-
ing how youth can “give voice' to their
observations and ideas about what
should be done about them. They will
make a presentation about their experi-
ence at the dinner.

Anyone living or working in Dayton’s
Bluff can inquire about invitations by
calingthe District Council office (651-772-
2075) or emailing ed@daytonsbluff.org.
Invitations are being allocated among
several community groups that work
closely with the council, and some are
also available from the Council office.
People receiving invitations must call in
and confirm their reservation for the din-
ner by Friday May 8, so we get a good
count of likely attendance. A report on
this event will appear in the July issue of
the Forum. Thebestisyettocome...hang
intherel!

Reminder: Hirelicensed
and bonded contractors

Ellen Baliesfrom City Council Presi-
dent Kathy Lantry’'s office has re-
ceived word from acity staff that there
have been some fliers being distrib-
uted in our neighborhoods for a tree
trimming servicethat hasripped off a
couple of people. Thistreeserviceis
not licensed in St. Paul.

Thisisgood time of year to remind
everyonethat if they are having work
done, they should make sure that the
contractor they hireislicensedin the
City of Saint Paul and properly bonded
and insured.

Garage Sale

Come and join the Woodbury Lions
Club. They are holding agarage sale
at 2116 Lamplight Drivein Woodbury
on Friday and Saturday, May 8 and 9
from 8 am. until 5p.m.

New Sherlock Holmesnovd features

% S 7.
Author Jeff Falking
By Steve Trimble

Even though it was starting to
snow and the streetswere getting dlip-
pery, around twenty people attended
amid-March meeting of the Artsand
Culture Committee of the Dayton's
Bluff Community Council at the
organization's office.

They were there to meet Jeff
Falkingham, awriter whoselatest book
includes many passages set onthe East
Side. It is called Sherlock Holmes:
In Search of the Source, published
in 2008 and set in St. Paul in Decem-
ber 1896. Holmes has come to attend
thewedding of afriend but therewere
complications—afireand adead bodly,
boot prints, fuel and amissing sword
are involved. He must race to solve
the crime before the nuptials can pro-
ceed.

Thisisthe second “Holmes’ novel
written by Falkingham, who wasborn
in Brown's Valley. His first grade
teacher filled his head with stories
about the areathat he always remem-
bered and history continued to fasci-
nate him.

He is fairly new to the world of
writing historical novels. His second
grade teacher had said “’ You're go-
ing to be awriter’, but | didn’t listen
to her or I'd be ahead of where | am
now,” Falkingham joked.

He earned a B.A. and M.A. in
mass communicationsfrom Augsburg.
When he was about thirty, he started
a career as a sports writer. He later
worked at American Tool and
Fingerhut in avariety of jobsthat did
involve writing and copyediting. He
currently livesin Eden Prairie.

As he got older he thought about
his early experiencesin Brown's Val-
ley and eventually “figured I’ d better
write some of these things down to
let my kids know about where | grew
up.” Heremembered alot of the sto-
ries he had been told, but needed to
do research. “It made it more chal-
lenging, but also more fun,” he re-
marked.

“It's like assembling a jigsaw
puzzle when half of the pieces are
missing. You haveto use your imagi-
nation and the new pieces you create
havetofitin.” Thework turnedinto a
novel called Sherlock Holmes and
the County Courthouse Capers, first
published in 2001.

ham at an Artsand Culture Committeebook reading.

"_. __.? o Bk

He had now caught the “novelist
bug”, but felt he had exhausted the
material in his hometown. “My son
was attending Metro State,” he stated,
“and | decided to broaden my horizons
to St. Paul where there are tons of
reference materials available.” By
moving the story to abigger city, it al-
lowed him to have a larger potential
audience so “maybe| can end my day
job,” hesaid, smiling.

“My goal,” Jeff said, “isto sharemy
passion for Minnesota history with
others and to interest families to re-
member their local history.” So why
include a fictional figure as a main
character?

He knew that the Brown’s Valley
leaders back in the 1880s had hired a
detectiveto sort out the County Court
House situation and he thought that
“for the fun of it why not have a fa-
mous detective in the book.” He was
aware of Larry Millett’s novels that
aready had Sherlock Holmesin Min-
nesota and thought “if he did, why
can’'t 1?7’ He carried Holmes and one
of themain charactersforward intime
into the new work.

Without giving away the story,
here’s something about the plot.
Sherlock Holmes analyzed the mys-
tery fuel that started adeadly fireand
found that its use was limited to two
industrial applications— one in rail-
roading and the other in brewing.

It turned out that both Hamm’s
Brewery and the old North Star Brew-
ery used an experimental refrigeration
to keep the beer cold. Only two
people were savvy to the process.
One of them had lived in Railroad Is-
land and, suffering hard times, was
forced to live in a shack in Swede
Hollow.

So there are episodes in each of
theselocations aswell as Lowertown
and other parts of St. Paul. In fact,
most of the last two chapters are set
on the East Side, including a classic
chase scene in our section of the city
over the Seventh Street railroad arches
and in Indian Mounds Park.

Both of the books are available in
libraries, local bookstores or can be
ordered online at www.cccaper.com.
You can also contact the author at
Jeff @cccaper.com. Maybe one of our
readers would be willing to write a
review for a future issue.
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A view from the3M Community Task Force

By Jane Prince

It wasn't so long ago that 3M
Corporation’s Dayton’s Bluff campus
was producing scotch tape and sand-
paper for customersall over theworld.
With 3M leaving their Dayton’s Bluff
campus, our neighborhood ishaving a
voiceinthefuture devel opment of this
roughly 45 acres of central city real
estate.

As amember of the 3M Advisory
Committee, as one of four represen-
tatives of the Dayton’s BIuff District
4 Community Council, | have been
meeting with representatives of our
surrounding neighborhoods, real estate
development consultants, St. Paul Port
Authority and city officials, our state
legislators, Councilmember Dan
Bostrom and Kathy Lantry to ham-
mer out design principlesand ashared
visionfor thisextraordinary develop-
ment opportunity.

Given 3M’scorporateinnovation and
international impact, the entire cam-
pusis eligible to be listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.
Based on the success of the Dayton’s
Bluff Historic District and restaurants
like The Strip Club and Swede Hol-
low Café which have made our his-
toric neighborhood adestination, many
of us on the task force believe that
reusing and revitalizing 3M factory
and office space will enhance our
community’s sense of place. For ex-
ample, there is strong support for
maintaining the 3M water tower as a
neighborhood symbol and landmark,
not unlike the restoration of the air-
port beacon in Mounds Park.

At the same time, some neighbors
are pushing for wholesale clearance,
and point to modelsof light industrial
development likeWilliamsHill and the
Westgate industrial parks developed
by the Port Authority. The Port
Authority’s model for these parks is
to clean up the brownfields, and sell
developable property to job producing
light industrial usersfor $1. Many of
usarecalling for arealistic cost com-
parison of cleaning up and giving away
land, as opposed to reusing the solid
old manufacturing and officefacilities
that served 3M so well for so long.

The committeeislikely to come up
with a shared vision that combines a
mix of industrial and office, perhaps
retail and residential devel opment, fea
turing new and reused buildings, which
restores some of the neighborhood
street grid, provides new green space
and takes advantage of the close prox-
imity of the siteto Downtown, Metro-
politan State University and the Phalen
Corridor.

Now for my own opinion: With
Metropolitan State University just a
few blockswest of the3M site, | would
liketo seedirect discussionsabout the
possibility of incorporating the
University’s planned expansion with
the opportunities offered by the 3M
Campus. Thehistoric Building 21 and
recently refurbished Building 42, at
Bush and Mendota are still on the
market and could potentially serve a
Metro State expansion.

While 3M has ruled out staying in
the neighborhood or participating inthe
redevelopment of its campus, the

corporation’s philanthropic goals for
the East Side till include education and
workforce development.

And whileresidential development
isn’t much of an option in the current
economy, developing adult student
housing, using private devel opers (who
own, operate and pay taxes on these
complexes) to serve Metropolitan
State, might be areal possibility.

Thanksto the Port Authority’swill-
ingness, our 3M Advisory Committee
will now meet through the end of the
year to come up with asolid, realistic
recommendation for the 3M Campus.
Makeyour voices heard; thepublicis
invitedto all of our meetings.

The Demise of a Building
By Debbie Draper

To see a building
standing strong,
Seeing the years
It stood so long,
Keeping in mind

the service it gave,
Leaving a mark

of an empty grave.

Watching as
it's torn to the ground
Looking carefully around
At others who may see
the same demise.

No matter what the size
Not a tear is shed
Or even acry.

No sadnessremains,
Not even a sigh.
There'snot even

A single
Good-bye.

Below: After nearly a century the
3M Co. has left the Eastside of St.
Paul but a water tower and many
buildingsnear East 7th St. remain.
The debate over their fate hasjust
begun. Photo by Steve Trimble

Letter to the Editor

Why save an old broken-down factory? The
saving of 3M’sfactory on East 7th Street

The answers to maintaining the
buildings on East Seventh Street
should be viewed as three separate
issues. What doesthisplant’s continu-
ing presence mean to history? Isit or
canit bemade more esthetically pleas-
ing? And what is the cost of mainte-
nance and itsdurability?

Recently ameeting was held to dem-
onstrate plansfor theexisting site. The
plans offered were highly expensive,
demanding massive expenditures to
deconstruct the site so contractors
could construct little warehouses for
their operations. The immense ex-
pense will takesyearsif not centuries
to recuperate. The more logical ap-
proach would beto examineall build-
ings set for the wrecking ball to an-
swer the question: Can the buildings
be reused at a lower cost for some
positive purpose?

Most buildingson sitearesmall and
of no particular historic significance
and destruction is not a problem. But
three buildings need an evaluation for
their historic significance, Buildings1,
2 and 20. 3M was not succeeding in
business until it moved its operations
to the Twin Cities numbering each
structure starting at 1. Buildings 1 and
2 were the first structures to be 3M
operating facilities. Building 1 iscon-
structed of wood, while Building 2 was
built to last using durable material s of
concrete and stone. Building 20 was
the company’sflagship operating fac-
tory for many years and continued
being used until operations ceased. It
has the further distinction of having
itstop floor blown away in the 1950s
resulting in many deaths. The floor
was replaced and used for production
until the plant’slast day of operation.

Beauty isin the eye of the beholder
and if you look at this site the water
tower and Buildings 20, 21, 24 and 42
can be argued asfitting those criteria.
Buildings21 & 24 arelong low build-
ings created with an Art Deco theme
that though understated are elegant in
their smplicity. Building 20isdesigned

in the utilitarian affect of aMies Van
Derough warehouse from Germany
and could either be left, highlighting
theoriginal architectsdesign or reclad
as buildings on Lafayette Avenue
were, including the old Donaldson’'s
warehouse. Building 42 is a modern
building that was well designed with
apleasant exterior that suppliesanin-
expensive office area. Esthetics also
relates to what these buildings offer
their users, as to their needs, by of-
fering perspective from the office
viewing areas. This has been sorely
ignored, with the height of Buildings
20 and 24 providing excellent views
of the city of St. Paul and distances
beyond.

| am limited by spaceandtime so | will
briefly address the issue of maintenance
and durability. 3M has been agood stew-
ard maintaining the buildings in good
condition. The company wasin the midst
or amajor improvement when their board
decided to abandon the location in 2004.
The one building that has the most mis-
conceptionsisBuilding 20. The company
line is that it is ready to collapse even
though they maintained production onits
top floor until the factory closed. The
machines shook the superstructure ev-
eryday whileastockpile of materid weigh-
ing over 100 tonswas stored on that floor.
Furthermore massively heavy loadswere
also stored on all the other floors until
the East Side plant was partially shut
down. This building is like a castle and
will be very expensive to destroy and
could cost more than the Rayette build-
ingin downtown St. Paul did when it was
tom down.

Historically, esthetically, and for shear
beauty those who would look for aquick
return are destroying alocation that needs
closer inspection before charging ahead
with limited positivereturn. Thissiteisa
jewel in the rough and offers so much
more by prudently using the destruction
funds to insulate and revamp the build-
ings for new purposes. The cost would
be much lessand offer more usabl e space,
by reusing rather than destruction.

Mr. Mark D. Bradley
Maplewood
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Spending Tuesday and Thursday

runs through June 6.

thought it would be great to do.”

4 DaShaun Dunbar has taken
part in Youth QOutdoors for the
past year. He may participate
in their summer camp

Continued from page 1

“Ordinance’

tour. Members of the group have
spent the winter looking at vacant
homesin the neighborhood and trying
to find the best ones to show. How-
ever, this year the committee had a
new issue to deal with, a strict new
city ordinance designed to specifically
address the purchase and rehab of a
vacant property.

The ordinance, passed last fall, re-
quiresthat all Category 3 vacant prop-
erties need to be rehabbed by the
owner beforethey are sold. Addition-
ally, the ordinance stipulates that all
Category 2 vacant homes must be ei-
ther rehabbed by the seller before sale
or that the buyer must obtain a se-
cured bond for the estimated costs of
the repairs needed to bring the prop-
erty up to code.

The intent of the ordinance was to
prevent the sale of vacant properties
to shady absenteelandlords and quick
money house flippers. These types
of predatory buyer will buy low-priced
housing, do the minimal maintenance
and rehab, then rent the properties to
anyone who will take them.

Many times this practice leads to
problem tenants and problem proper-
ties. And anyone who has lived in
Dayton’sBluff for any amount of time
knows what a negative effect one
problem property can have on an en-
tireblock.

But, despite good intentions, this
new ordinance does have adownside.
Theordinance makesit extremely dif-

fﬁwz/ %MA. Owr Communite,

Highlighting the youth of Dayvton's Bluff

Aaahhh, the great outdoors!

supports the environment doesn’t sound like your typical |15-vear-old. But DaShaun Dunbar and other youth who
take part in Youth Qutdoors aren’t typical teenagers.

Youth Outdoors, run by the Minnesota Conservation Corps (MCC), is paid job training designed to broaden the way
vouth define “environmentalism™ and empower voung people to become active and engaged citizens. DaShaun,
who lives in Dayton’s Bluft and attends Humboldt Junior High School, is participating in his second session which

“I heard about the program at the Eco Fair at school,” says DaShaun. “I"ve always loved nature and wildlife and

mendation and explain why he was a role model for others: *My little brothers look up to me. 1 always try to help
people out, but I make sure [ look out for my brothers.”

afternoons, plus three of four Saturdays a month, doing demanding work which

A Youth Qutdoors participants
get down and dirty in the river
to clean up the environment.

As part of the application process, DaShaun needed to get two letters of recom-

DaShaun says the work can be physically hard and challenging, but he enjoys it. Recently the group posted duck
hutches around Crosby Lake. They have also cleaned up wood down by the river, where they repelled down the
incline and were pulled up carrying the sticks. Other activities include cutting up dead trees and distributing recy-
cling flvers. There is also a classroom environmental education component as well.

The program has benefits besides fresh air. Youth are paid a little more than $6 per hour for their 12 hours of work
per week during the 12-week session, and receive a free meal per work day. There is also the opportunity to meet
new people. “I've met new friends from Johnson and Harding [high schools].” says DaShaun.

e The Circnlbodor!

The East Side Circulator is a FREE bus
that safely transports youth in Dayton's
Bluff and Payne Phalen to and from youth
learning programs. It runs on Tuesdays and

As for the future, he wants to do something that has
to do with wildlife, nature and recycling. As the earth
turns “greener” there are lots of possibilities for him.

For more information on MCC and Youth Outdoors,
call 651-209-9900 or visit www.conservationcorps.org,
or call the Davton’s Bluft Recreation Center.

ficult for reputable rehabbersand pro-
spective do-it-yourself homesteaders
to purchase Category 2 or 3 vacant
homes.

The first problem is that most of
these properties are owned by banks
or other institutionsthat havelittlein-
terest in fixing them up for sale. In
most cases, it's cheaper for the banks
to pay the $6,000 to $14,000 dollars
thecity chargesto tear down Category
3 vacant houses than to hire contrac-
tors to bring these homes up to code
for sdle.

The second problem isthe additional
cost for prospective buyers of these
vacant homes. Even if a buyer can
get a loan for a mortgage on a Cat-
egory 2 vacant home, which is a feat
inand of itsdlf, getting the extramoney
for thebond isextremely difficult and
takes away much of the financial in-
centive of buying afixer-upper.

Federal money is aready in the
pipeline to help address the vacant
property issue all across the county.
These new dollars are beginning to
show upin St Paul. In April, the city
announced the beginning of its “He-
roes’ program designed to give extra
help to police, firefighters and veter-
ans to purchase homes in the city.
Hopefully, moreprogramswill follow.

But, if we are really committed to
solving our vacant house problem
while saving Dayton’s Bluffs unique
and historic housing stock, we need
to take a hard look at amending St
Paul’s vacant properties ordinance to
allow some flexibility to prospective
homesteadersand buyers of good faith.

\ Dayton’s Bluff Recreation Center | 800 Conway Street | 651-793-3885 |

Thursdays from 3—7pm. For a complete
schedule, visit www.stpaul.gov.

Metropolitan State Universty’s
new art exhibit - Saib Kuv

Metropolitan State University Third
Floor Gallery is pleased to present
Saib Kuv (Watch me-See the Hmong
in me).

The exhibit on April 16 and contin-
ues through
July 24. Gal-
lery hours
are Mon-
days-Thurs-
days, 11am.
to 7 p.m,;
and Fridays
and Satur-
days, 11am. |
to 4 p.m.
During the
summer _%
months, the 5
gallery is .
closed on Fri- K
days. Thegallery islocated in the Li-
brary and Learning Center, 645 East
Seventh Street, Saint Paul.

This exhibit features a collection of
digitally manipulated photographic por-
traits coupled with poetry and prose
by emerging Hmong-American artists.
The show was organized by the local
nonprofit, In Progress, which provides
opportunitiesfor marginalized young
peopleto develop their skillsas story-
tellers, artists and | eaders through the
use of digital media.

Regarding the exhibition, Kristine
Sorensen, executive director of In
Progress, said, “ Saib Kuv speaks to

the rich diversity that exists within
every culture. It callsfor everyoneto
watch and appreciate the desires,
fearsand aspirations of theyoung art-
ists that have shared their insights
withintheart-
work pre-
sentedinthis
exhibit.”

As part of
the Saib Kuv
exhibit, ase-
ries of com-
munity dia-
logues about
what it
means to be
Hmong
withinaMin-
nesotan land-
scape will
take place. These events are sched-
uled from 1-3 p.m. inaroom adjacent
to the gallery on the following Satur-
days: May 9, June 6 and 20. They are
free and open to the public.

For moreinformation, contact Erica
Rasmussen, gallery director, at
erica.rasmussen@metrostate.edu. or
call her at 651-999-5942.

Metropolitan State University, a
member of the Minnesota State Col-
leges and Universities system, pro-
vides high-quality, affordable educa-
tion programs for adults seeking bac-
calaureate, master’s and doctoral de-
grees.
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Setting the stagefor children’sart activities

Part 11 in a series about children’s art

By Mary Ann Cogelow

Once you understand that children are
drawing upon a deep human wellspring
as they create art, there are many things
you as aparent or other caregiver can do
to support their creativity. Basically,
adults support children’s art by provid-
ing repeated opportunitiesfor themto use
different art materials, and by expressing
their interest in and appreciation of the
child’s process.

Let’sstart with opportunities. It'swise
to think about your own needsand limita-
tions. Artissoimportant in the lives of
children that, if you need to, stretching
your own tolerance for mess and acci-
dents and inconvenience is worthwhile.
What will help you be available and en-
gaged as children explore paint, crayons,
markers, glue, scissors, and modeling
materialslike play dough? None of ushas
unlimited energy or patience. Plan for
conditionsthat will help you beinthe best
frame of mind to enjoy being present with
kids as they create. Making art with an
adult who is crabby or too controlling is
no fun and does not provide the best sup-
port for the child's creativity.

How much time are you able to spend
setting up, supervising, and reminding
children that there are limits about use of
art materials? The attention spansof pre-
school children are measured in minutes.
If setting up and cleaning up takes much
more time that the child actually spends
doing an activity, you may find yourself
thinking, “This is more effort than it's
worth.” Figuring out how to have materi-
als readily available to pull out quickly
may help you remain supportive.

Choose a location where clean up will
berelatively easy. Many art activitiesin-
volve afair amount of mess. In fact the
messiness is an essential part of the ex-
ploration for the child. In many homes
the kitchen lends itself to easier clean up
of spilled paint, trodden upon play dough,
or scribbles that accidentally go off the
paper than other rooms. It'seasier tobea
happy assistant if you aren't worrying
about getting clay out of the carpet or
paint out of the curtains. During the sum-
mer, you can take many art activitiesout-
side. When my children were small, the
only place | could easily set up an easdl
was in our backyard. With a bucket of
water (remember, water in large contain-
ersalwayscallsfor supervision) for wash-
ing up and laundry lines for hanging wet
paintings to dry, it was a great place to
enjoy making art.

Chooseto set up art activitieswhen you
have enough time and energy to be fully
present physically and psychologically.
Engage with the child to the degree that
is enjoyable and useful to both of you.
Don't hover or boss. Be aware enough
to catch the tipped paint pot before all
the paint has drained out, or to remind
the child that “ scissors are for cutting the
paper” when said scissors are edging to-
ward the kitchen curtains.

Thisbringsusto limits. Think through
reasonablelimits before beginning an ac-
tivity. Thisisanother areawhereyou may
need to stretch yourself. What seems
reasonable to an adult may not be most
helpful toachild’ sexploration. | remem-
ber two little girlsin my classwho had a
marvelous time painting each other’s
faces and arms with tempera paint. Be-
cause they had mutually agreed to this
activity, were careful in their application
of paint to one another, and because they
were having such fun, | let them finish
their “art project.” When the mother of
oneof them arrived, shewasmet with two
smiling, brilliantly decorated faces. Her
shriek of dismay and thefollowing scold-

ing clearly told the girls that she did not
valuetheir creativity.

i
Some children will choose to explore art
by painting on themselves whether or not
adults imagine that to be an intended ac-
tivity.

Some basic limits around art activities
sound might be something like these.
“The play dough stays on the table.” “
Keep the paint on the paper.” You need
to wear an apron whileyou finger-paint.”
Beginyour limit by saying what you want
the child to do. If you need to further
clarify what you do not want the child to
do, begin with the positive direction.
“You need to write on paper with the pen,
not on your baby sister’shead.” Aswith
dl limitsfor young children, you will need
to repeat them many times. And you will,
of course, modify them as children grow
and learn.

Be accepting and forgiving. Accidents
do happen. Sometimes the scribble goes
off the paper because the child's muscle
control isstill developing. Thechild for-
getsthat sheis carrying adripping paint-
brush as she runs to see who rang the
front door bell. Deliberately testing the
limitsisanother way to exploreand figure
out the world. | remember the day my
daughter Maren, around 3-1/2, leaned
against the doorjamb in my bedroom and
gave me a mischievous smile. | asked,
“Why areyou smiling at mewith that pe-
culiar grin?’ “Becausel’mwriting onthe
wall with the hand you can’'t see.” She
wasn't creating an artistic masterpiece
with the hand | couldn't see. She was
more focused on testing her growing
knowledge of my limitations, as well as
exploring what would happen if she de-
liberately brokearule. Because | wanted
her to have access to art materials, and
because| could understand her limit test-
ing as a part of normal healthy develop-
ment, my disciplinewas matter of fact and
boring. | took the crayon away tempo-
rarily and reminded her that crayonswere
to use on paper, not on walls. Life went
on.

Every child needsto have some art ma-
terialsavailableto use at home. Butif, as
a parent, your time and energy don’t al-
low for lots of art activitiesat homethere
are many other places offering art to chil-
dren. When my kidswerelittleand | was
working full time, they got much of their
exposure to art during the school year at
the Dayton’s Bluff Early Childhood Fam-
ily Education Program. Preschools,
childcare settings, and other community
activitiesoffer avariety of art experiences
for children of all ages. Sometimesgrand-
mas and grandpas, aunts, uncles, neigh-
bors and friends have the time and en-
ergy to engage in these kinds of activi-
tieswith children.

Next Month: Talking with children
about their art in ways that really en-
courage them.

Attend da.il}::Mass within
steps ofryour home.

Cerenity Care Center and Residence - Marian of Saint Paul is a continuum
of care campus that provides every level of care for you or your loved one,

> Independent Living
> Board and Care

> Assisted Living > Adult Day Center
> Memory Care > Skilled Nursing

Please call 651-793-2100 today to schedule a tour.

Cerenity”

SENIOR CARE

Marian of Saint Paul

www.CerenitySeniorCare.org

Formerly HealthEast Semor Care, Ceranity Senior Care is a faith-based partnership
betwean HealthEast, Benedictine Health System, and Clement Manor @

Dayton's Bluff Neighborhood Housing Services

-

0

Mot surewhere to begin?

2 Weare a non-profit agency eager to help you accomplish
your home repairs using the latest green rehab technigues
thal may lower your energy cosls.

Thene i no cost assistance for eligble homebuyers, We
affer payback loans with low nlerest rates (3-5%) and

several special programs that do not require paymentis

Call 651,774 6995 to see if you qualiy,

Yiog koj xav nrog Hmoob tham, hu 651774 9064

u] Dayton"s Elull Neighborhosd Housing Services

i I 823 Teh Street East
hat St. Panl, MN 55106 @
EBSLTT4695-0Mce www.dbnhs.org

Dayton’s Bluff Spring Vacant Home Tour
Sunday, May 17, 2009 Noon to 5 p.m.
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798 East 7th Street

Saint Paul, MN 55106
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Also available online at www.daytonsbluff.org This is a publication of
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ideas and opinions of its readers and to be an instrument for developing
community awareness and pride. No material contained in this paper may
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to 651-774-3510. The Dayton’s Bluff District Forumisdelivered to every
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