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Morehistoric buildingscometumbling down

By Nick Duncan

Halloween 2008 was scary for all
the wrong reasons on Dayton’s BIuff.
Thisyear instead of the usual Hallow-
een ghosts, ghouls and things that go
bump inthenight, the scariest sight to
many Dayton’s Bluff residentswasthe
bulldozers of the St Paul Port Author-
ity. OnOctober 31 ademoalition crew
hired by the St Paul Port Authority tore
downalocal landmark-the Viaduct Inn
on 7th and Earl Street.

Many Dayton’'s Bluff residents
were not only saddened by the loss of
the Viaduct but stunned by the sud-
denness of its demise. The Viaduct,
along with 3 other smaller buildingson
the 1000 block of East Seventh, was
purchased by the St Paul Port Author-
ity in June. By the first week of No-
vember, lessthan six months|ater, the
Port Authority had razed all four build-
ings.

Many neighborhood residents are
greatly concerned that the Port Au-
thority hasbecomefar too destructive
initsapproachtourbanrenewa. “The
Dayton’s Bluff Community Council
has gotten many callswondering why
somany of our historic brick buildings
are being torn down by the Port Au-
thority,” wrote community organizer
Karin DuPaul inane-mail tolocal resi-
dents.

Inan eerily similar situation amonth
earlier the Port Authority, without con-
sulting local historical preservation
groups or neighbors, tore down the
neighboring historic Globe Building.

The Port Authority’s plan isto buy
up as much land as possible near the
45-acre site of the 3M plant just north
of 7th Street. The city has made an
agreement to buy these 45 acres from
3M with the hope of moving county
government offices out of downtown
and into new officesalong the Phalen
corridor. The Port Authority believes
it can createmillionsin privateinvest-
ment and over 1200 new jobswithiits
renewal project.

Not everyone is sold on the Port
Authority’s plan. One longtime
Dayton’s Bluff resident argues, " | for
one am pretty fed up with the PA.
Apparently, their plans areto tear ev-
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A number of historic brick buildings along E. 7th St. in Dayton’s Bluff
have been razed in recent weeks by the St. Paul Port Authority. The
Viaduct Inn is shown here just days before it was torn down.

erything down along East 7th and
Phalen Boulevard, and then sit on the
open scrub land until some devel oper
happens along to build something of
‘value’.” Neighborsalso questionthe
viability of expecting theselandsto be
developed during arecession.

But what upsets other Dayton’s Bluff
residents the most is the Port
Authority’s penchant to raze buildings
without warning. “The Port Authority
continually actswithout informing the
neighborhood of what they are going
to do,” says Dayton’s Bluff resident
Steve Trimble.

To tear down aprivately held build-
ing in St Paul is along process with
plenty of checksand balances. It starts
withthe building being declared vacant,
and continues through a number of
steps, including allowing public input,
and culminates with a vote of the en-
tirecity council.

However, once a property is pur-
chased by the Port Authority these
rules and procedures don’t apply.
“Once the Port Authority hasit, they
can do what they want,” says DuPaul.

Trimble points out that, unlike other
St Paul neighborhoods where the Port
Authority has gone out of its way to
solicit neighborhood input (for example,
setting up a planning group that in-
cludes Highland Park residents on the
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issue of re-using the Highland Ford
Plant) the Port Authority has shown
little interest in input from residents
of the Eastside. Trimblebelievesthat
it could be due to the income dispari-
ties between the two neighborhoods.

Many neighborhood residents are
baffled by what they see as the short
sightedness of all these tear downs.
Dayton’sBluff resident Matt M azenec
opined for many when he wrote:

“Who are we to say that something
old and around for acentury needsto
be destroyed when we really only
consider the decision for aminutein
thisbuilding’s history. A permanent
solution and an ugly one at that. For
how many yearsin this city have we
looked back at our history and thought
‘Why on earth did we tear down that
beautiful building.” Heck, downtown
wasfilled with these structureswhich
arenow parking lots. All I can think
of is how sad and what a waste. We
could never recreate these buildings,
we can never comeclose. Weall talk
about living green in our world yet we
destroy perfectly fine buildingsinthe
name of ‘progress’ and throw itscon-
tentsinto alandfill. | don’tthink I like
the new green if thisis what it en-
tails.”

Whether it’s labeled progress or
destruction, the bottom lineisthe Via-
duct Inn is no longer standing and
many local residentsare left wonder-
ing which of our neighborhood land-
marks will be next to go.

The Dayton’'s Bluff Community
Council, PaynePhalen District 5, and
District 2 hosted a meeting about the
3M site and the Port Authority on
November 20 which is after deadline
for the District Forum. We will up-
date readers on the meeting and this
continuing story at alater time.

Vigtthe Dayton’sBluff websiteat
www.DaytonsBluff.orgfor an
expanded edition of the December
Dayton’s Bluff Distric Forum

R.I.P. Viaduct Inn

By Nick Duncan

The Viaduct Inn was built in 1913
by the Hamm's Brewery. During that
era it was common for breweries to
build saloonswhere they could exclu-
sively sell their own beer.

Over the next 95 years, the Viaduct
Inn changed hands a number of times
but almost always stayed open, serv-
ing drinks and food to neighborhood
residents and workers at the nearby
factories and manufacturing plants,
including 3M, Whirlpool and Globe
Asphalt.

The Viaduct also played an integral
rolein the lives of many of the local
blue-collar workers by serving as a
bank to allow them to cash their pay-
checks.

The Viaduct Inn stood al one almost
directly under the Earl Street Viaduct
with the “Viaduct Inn” sign hanging
out front. This facade was so dis-
tinctive that it was used not once but
twice in major Hollywood movies:
“Joe Somebody” (2001) and “That
Was Then...This Is Now” (1985).

Anybody who ever ventured inside
the Viaduct will never forget the
uniqueness of its interior. The tin
ceiling, tilefloor andthelongintricately
carved oak bar, complete with brass
rail, mirrored back, stained glassand
a slogan ornately carved into the
woodwork abovethe bar. The Forum
hasn’t been able to come up with the
exact wording but it is something to
the extent of “Some Drink to Cel-
ebrate, Others Celebrate the Drink.”

But far and away the most unusual
feature of the Viaduct was the one
that lined the base of the massive oak
bar. Let's put it this way. Back in
the olden days, aworking man never
needed to wait in line to use the rest
room at the Viaduct Inn. A tintrough,
complete with flowing water and a
drain, ran along the bar under the
brass foot rail.
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Dayton’s Bluff
Community Meeting

The next Community Meeting is
Thursday, December 4th from 6:30
to 8:00 p.m. in the meeting room at
the Dayton’s Bluff Community Coun-
cil, 798 East 7th Street at the corner
of 7th and Margaret. Future meetings
are January 8, 2009 and February 7,
2009. The Forum does not print in
January and February so mark your
calendar now.

The Dayton’s Bluff Community
Council holdsits Community Meeting
on the 1st Thursday of each month.
The purpose is to work with block
clubs and neighborhood residents on
problem properties, criminal and nui-
sance behavior, code enforcement is-
sues and any other neighborhood is-
sues, concerns, and/or new ideas for
improvement in Dayton’s Bl uff.

If you can get me the addresses of
problemsahead of time| can get them
to the police and code enforcement.
Then they can bring information about
the problems to the meeting. All
Dayton’s Bluff residents are welcome
to attend. If you need more informa:
tion email Karin@DaytonsBluff.org or
call Karin at 651-772-2075.

Meet with the police

The Eastern District Police host
their monthly meetingsfor community
members at 722 Payne on the corner
of Payne and Minnehaha Avenues.
Oneison thethird Wednesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. and the other on
thethird Friday of each month at 9:30
am. In December the meetings
are on the 17th and 19th.

The meeting isintended asatimeto
listen to and address peopl€' sconcerns
about crime and other issues on the
East Side.

TakeaHike

Dayton’s Bluff Take aHike occurs
on thefirst Saturday of most months.
The next hike is Saturday, Decem-
ber 6th. We meet at 10:30 am. in
Indian Mounds Park at Earl St. and
MoundsBIlvd. We Il hikefrom Mounds
Park to the Bruce Vento Nature Sanc-
tuary and then walk along the Bruce
Vento Recreational Trail through
Swede Hollow Park to the new East
Side Heritage Park. Along theway we
will share stories and learn some lo-
cal history of the area. The hike is
about four mileslong with some mod-
erately rough terrain. Transportation
will be available to return to Mounds
Park, or you may hike back.

Join us and explore some of our
parks and the regional trail. For more
information contact Karin at 651-772-
2075 or Karin@DaytonsBl uff.org.

It'sthe law! The curfew
law, that il

City of St. Paul Curfew for
JuvenilesAge 15 or younger:
Homeby 10 p.m.
Agel6-17:
Homeby 12 a.m. Midnight

Saint Paul Police Department
Juvenile Unit
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Visitorstothefall Vacant Home Tour rideatrolley tothenext house on their route.
By Karin DuPaul

The second Vacant Hour Tour was a wonderful success. The fall tour had
about 150 people attending. Eight homeswere on the tour and open for viewing.
Presently three of the homes have purchase agreements pending and at least
one other house has people working on getting estimates of costs of the work
that needs to be done.

Several houses around 100 years old had ample wood trim, floors, and built-
insto show off. Onelittle house from the mid-20th century was vintage indeed
with its rose carpeting, built-in dressers, and curved kitchen banquette. The
homes on the tour highlighted the fact that Dayton’s Bluff, though known for its
Victorians, in fact holds a wide variety of houses. Thereis great potential for
finding one’'s dream home here.

For two months before the Dayton’s Bluff Fall Vacant Home Tour, the Vacant Building
Committee spent their Sunday afternoonslooking at vacant homesthroughout Dayton’s
Bluff that would be good candidates for the fall home tour. The goal wasto have six to
eight homes on the fall tour. They needed to find about 18 good candidates, because
vacant homes sell very quickly. By the time the vacant home tour brochure wasto be
printed we had to change two of the homes at the last moment because the homes were
sold. And thisis agood thing.

Looking at vacant homes is always an adventure. Committee members go upstairs,
downstairs, and into the basement. Some homes have beautiful woodwork, some last
redecorated in the 1970s, others have stained glass windows, and others are right out
of the 1950's. Many retained their original features. The Committeelikesto have across
section of different features on the Tour. Something for everyone.

One afternoon they walked on the porch of a Victorian house to the strong odor of
gas. They quickly called 911 and the fire department came and shut off the gas and
vented the house. Eyewitness News came out to talk with the Committee about how
they responded to this emergency and diverted a disaster, and about the upcoming
vacant home tour. Unfortunately the story did not makeiton TV.

The Vacant Building Committeewill continue to work on vacant housing issuesthrough
the winter and plan the next vacant home tour in May.

For moreinformation email Karin@DaytonsBluff.org. or call Karinat 651-772-2075.

L antry says Dayton’s Bluff is“ energized”

By Karin DuPaul

The Dayton’s Bluff Community Council hosted their Annual M eeting and Pot
Luck on October 20th. The outstanding food included chili, egg rolls, sushi, and
pie, just to name afew.

Two new board memberswere el ected during the board election: LaraMerrill
in Subdistrict B and Susan Richter in an At Large seat. There are two open
seatsin Subdistrict A, which isthe northeast area of Dayton’s BIuff. If you are
interested or need more information, email Karin@DaytonsBluff.org or call
Karin at 651-772-2075.

City Council President Kathy Lantry addressed the group with the yearly
“state of Dayton’s Bluff” address. “Energized” is the state of Dayton’s Bluff.
She cited a number of examples of Dayton’s Bluff energy:

The Sixth Street Block Club putinaClB (Capital Improvement Budget) proposal for
street improvements to enhance the streetscape and traffic calming on East 6th Street
from Mariato Hope. And they got it. Work will start in the spring.

Margaret Rec Block Club isworking with Recreation Center staff on plansto improve
the center by either rehabbing the current building or constructing a new rec enter
building that isamore energy efficient.

The Lower Phalen Creek Project Steering Committee, the group that has been instru-
mental in devel oping the Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary, isnow at work devel oping the
old 293 Commercial Street building and siteinto aninterpretative center for the Nature
Sanctuary and aconnection from the Bruce Vento Regional Trail to the Samuel Morgan
trail along the Mississippi River.

M ounds Park residents are working on turning the M ounds Park Maintenance facility
back into arecreation center for the community.

Dayton’s Bluff residentsworked to have Dayton’s Bluff projects be part of the HGTV
“Changethe World Start at Home” Program.

The Dayton’s Bluff Vacant Building Committee held two successful Vacant Home
Tours as away to get new homeownersinto available homesin Dayton’s Bluff.
The Bluff has many people who see a need and get busy doing something about it.

Want to start your

own business?

This program helps start-up and
young businessesonthe East Side. All
East Side entrepreneurs are welcome.

Classtraining lasts 8 weeks and in-
cludestopics such as operations man-
agement, marketing, financia manage-
ment, one to one assistance with cre-
ating a successful business, and pre-
paring abusiness plan, plus 8 hours of
one on one time with the instructor.
The one on ones help each entrepre-
neur with their own business plan and
development. Thosewho successfully
complete the course and locate their
businessesintarget neighborhoodsare
eligible for ongoing business support
services.

Some examples of businesses
started by peoplewho have previously
taken this course include graphics,
landscaping, photography, food ser-
vice, restoration of wood furnitureand
works of art, custom floral design for
weddings and events, and exterior and
interior painting. The courseis spon-
sored by the Dayton’s Bluff Commu-
nity Council and the Neighborhood
Development Center. Thereisasmall
registration fee based on adliding fee
scale. Sign up early because the next
session will start in April 2009 and
classsizeislimited.

Please call Karin at 651-772-2075
or email Karin@DaytonsBluff.org for
an application

Block club meetings

* Wilson Avenue Block Club meets
on the second Wednesday of each
month at Mounds Park United Meth-
odist Church, at Earl and Euclid, at 6:30
p.m.

* Lower Dayton’'s Bluff Block Club
Kickball meets on the second to the
last Tuesday of each month at
Dayton’'s Bluff Rec Center at 800
Conway at 6:30 p.m. Kids and par-
ents are welcome. Kids play, parents
talk.

* Margaret Rec Center Block Club
meets on the second Thursday of each
month at the Margaret Rec Center, at
Margaret and Frank, at 6:30 p.m.

If you wish to have your block club
listed, or need information about start-
ing you own block club, please con-
tact Karin at 651-772-2075 or
Karin@DaytonsBluff.org.

Get rid of ajunk car
and help the
Community Council

Budget Towing of Minnesota,
Minnesota's largest towing company, is
owned by Roy Carlson, an active Dayton’s
Bluff Community Council board member.
Budget Towing will remove any junk car
or truck—Ilocated anywhere in Saint
Paul—and dispose of it at no charge to
the vehicle owner or the property owner
whereitislocated. Thevehicle owner will
receive paperwork for atax donation, and
Roy will also make asmall donationto the
Community Council for each car hetows.
Cdl Karinat 651-772-2075for details.

Dayton’s Bluff Recycling
Every Tuesday. Have your
recyling on the curb by 7 am.
Call 651-772-2075 for a bin.
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4% Interest

4% and 6.875% Interest Home Improvement Loans

Maximum Loan Amount: 535,000
HOUSEHOLD INCOME LIMITS FOR 4% INTEREST

Don't Lose your Home
to Foreclosure

1 Parson 2 Persons 3 Parsons 4 Persons 5 Parsons 6 Persons
43,050 $49.200 555,350 $61,500 566,400 571350

7 Persons 8 Persons 9 Persons 10 Persons 11 Persons

576,250 481,200 S86,100 591,000 593,100

6.875% Interest

Household Income Limits: 593,100 Gross
Maximum Loan Amount: 535,000

Eligible Improvements
« A room addition or a new garage

« Septic system repalrs or plumbing

« Roof replacement, a new paint job, or siding

« Accessibility improvements such as bathroom
accessibility rerodeling or bullding a ramp

+ Furnace/air conditioning installation
« Upgrade or replace electrical wiring

« Energy conservation, Including replacing windows
and doors or insulating walls or attic space
» Many other repairs and remodeling projects

Terms and Eligibility: You can take up to 20 years to repay the loan

Home Improvement Deferred Payment Loans (Limited Funds Available]
Repayment Terms This loan is secured with a mortgage at zero percent (0%) interest, Loan repayment is
deferrad until the borrower sells, transfers title, or no longer lives in the property. Depending on funding
sources available, the loan may be due in thirty (30) years,

HOUSEHOLD INCOME LIMITS FOR DEFERRED PAYMENT LOANS

Saint Paul Home Loan Fund
Tchu.Yajh@ci.stpaul.mn.us 651-266-6592

1 Person 2 Persons 3 Persons 4 Persons 5 Persons 6 Persons
528,300 532350 536,400 540,450 543,700 546,900
7 Persons 8 Persons 9 Persons 10 Persons 11 Parsans 12 Persons
550,150 553,400 556,650 $59,850 563,100 566,350
Eligible Improvements BEasic and necessary improvements that directly =
affect the safety, habitability, energy efficiency, and accessibility of your Tor 9 ..:.‘_Ezr"'} o
home. Correction of lead-based paint hazards is required. g Ij:/ &9
0 ? )

CITOLIVING

Facing foreclosure can be a stressful
and complicated time.

Contact us today for FREE counseling to help you
learn about the steps necessary to keep your home.

Stay in your home and remain part
of your Saint Paul community!

home programs

651-292-0131

CITY OF SAINT PAUL
Mortgage Foreclosure Prevention
25 West Fourth Street, 12th Floor
Saint Paul, MN 55102

651-266-6626

Para informacion en espanol comuniguese con
Neighborhood Development Alliance (NeDA)

AREamP oy

“A Christmas Story”
at theMoundsTheatre

The Historic Mounds Theatre and
the Portage for Youth are proud to
present live on stage their 5th annual
production of “A Christmas Story” by
Jean Shepherd.

Thisclassic movieisbrought to life
on stage for the fifth year in arow to
celebrate the 25th anniversary of the
film'srelease

Humorist Jean Shepherd’s memoir of
growing up in the Midwest in the 1940s
follows 9-year-old Ralphie Parker in his
guest to get agenuine Red Ryder BB gun
under the tree for Christmas. Ralphie
pleads his case before his mother, his
teacher and even Santa Claus himself,
with the same and always consistent re-
sponse: “You'll shoot your eye out kid.”

All the elements from the beloved mo-
tion picture are here including Ralphie’s
father winning a lamp shaped like a
woman’sleg in anet stocking as amajor
award; Scut Farkas, the school bully; the
boys experiment with awet tongue on a
cold flagpole and more.

All profitsfrom this play go to the Por-
tage for Youth to support its programs.
Dates:

December 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, & 20 at
7:30p.m.

December 7, 14, & 21 2:00 p.m.
Tickets:

Adults: $15.00
Students/Seniors (55+): $10.00
Children (12 and under): $5.00

Order your tickets now because the sell
out quickly. Tickets may be purchased
by calling theMounds Thestre at 651-772-
2253 or by visiting our website at
www.moundsthesatre.org.

The Historic Mounds Theatreislocated

at 1029 Hudson Road, St. Paul, MN 55106.

Book talksand signing—
Great Christmasgifts

Welby R. Smith author of Trees and
Shrubs of Minnesota will be at the
Dayton’'s Bluff Community Council, 798
East 7th Street on Tuesday, December 2nd
starting at 6:30 p.m. for adiscussion about
his book. With more than two hundred
tree, shrub, and woody vine species in
Minnesota, anyonewith aninterestinthe
outdoors has likely encountered an unfa-
miliar plant and wondered about its name,
origin, characteristics, and habitat. This
book isagreat additionto afamily library.

Carrol L. Henderson author of a new
book Birdsin Flight, the Art and Science
of How Birds Fly, will be at the Dayton’s
Bluff Community Council, 798 East 7th
Street on Tuesday, December 9th starting
at 6:30 p.m. for a discussion about his
book. It's a great birdwatcher’s guide to
spotting and identifying birds in flight,
with close-up photographs and diagrams
illustrating principlesof flight.

For moreinformation call Karin at 651-
772-2075.

Neighborhood Family
MovieNight

It's Neighborhood Family Movie
Night on Sunday, December 14 at
Mounds Park United Methodist
Church (Earl and Euclid Streets, just
2 blocks south of 3rd St.). Table and
card games begin at 4 p.m. Dinner is
served at 5:30 (free-will donation).
The movie (“1t's A Wonderful Life")
will beshown at 6 p.m., projected onto
alarge screen. Popcorn and lemon-
ade will be offered during the movie.
Candy will befor saleduring themovie
by the Youth Group to help support
their Compassion Child from India.

Put your homeon the
2009 Mpls. & Saint
Paul Home Tour

The 2009 Minneapolis & Saint Paul
Home Tour islooking for homeownersand
home improvement professionals to put
their homes on the Tour. The Tour, inits
22nd year, will be held Saturday and Sun-
day, April 25 and 26, 2009. Nomination/
applications are due Friday, January 23,
2009, and early inquiries are encouraged.

“1 would recommend to othersthat they
open their homes. It's an amazing ego
boost,” said one of last year’s participat-
ing homeowners. Others said they liked
the push to get their home improvement
projectsdonein timefor the tour.

“During fall and winter gatherings,
homeowners can ask their families and
friends to save a few hours on that last
weekendin April,” said Margo Ashmore,
Tour coordinator.

Minneapolis Neighborhood Revitaliza-
tion Program (NRP) manages the tour as
a celebration of city living that encour-
ages homeowners to improve existing
housing stock. Many organizations and
businesses sponsor the tour. Contractors
and other vendors may nominate homes
they have worked on, and are encouraged
tocal for moreinformation. Green, energy
efficient, and historically sensitive remod-
els and expansions get special notice.

For moreinformation, call Tour Coordi-
nator Margo Ashmoreat 612-673-5103 or
email her at link@nrp.org. The applica-
tion can be downloaded from
www.M SPHomeTour.com.

Email Karin@DaytonsBluff.org or call
Karin at 651-772-2075 and let usknow if
you want to be on the 2009 Home Tour.
The Community Council islooking for six
to eight homesto be on the Dayton’s Bluff
Neighborhood Tour at the same time as
the Minneapolis& Saint Paul Home Tour.

Last chancefor
Neighbor hood Honor

Roll candidates

The Dayton’sBluff District 4 Com-
munity Council is looking for three
peoplein Dayton’s Bluff to add to the
honor roll this year. If you know of
someone who has done an outstand-
ing job of volunteer work in Dayton’s
Bluff, call Karin at 772-2075 or email
Karin@DaytonsBluff.org for more
information by December 10th.

The Saint Paul Neighborhood
Honor Roll started inthe 1980sand is
a listing of Saint Paul citizens who
have done outstanding serviceintheir
neighborhoods over along period of
time. Each year all 17 District Coun-
cils can add three names to the honor
roll. Past honor roll inductees volun-
teered for years at a church or a
school, served on their community
council board of directors, were block
club leaders, led projects like buck-
thorn removal or spearheaded acom-
munity event.

Last year the Dayton's Bluff Dis-
trict 4 Community Council added
Jacob Dorer, Jean Comstock, and
Juanita Westman, for their years of
service in the Dayton's Bluff neigh-
borhood.

The Saint Paul Neighborhood
Honor Roll is located in the hallway
on the third floor of Saint Paul City
Hall. The quality and amount of vol-
unteer time that make our communi-
ties better isamazing in Saint Paul.

Christmas falls on December
25th once again this year.
Have a merry onel
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Thefinal Dayton’s Bluff house history tour - At least for awhile

By Steve Trimble

Here's the third and final heritage tour
of Dayton’s Bluff in this newspaper—at
least for atime. The first was within the
official historic district and the second
outside it but still on the north side of |-
94. Thisonewill be some of the landmark
houses south of the freeway in the
Mounds Park area.

This part of the community had some
very early development with mansions
that overlooked the river, but then not a
lot of other construction until the Twenti-
eth Century. Thiscan be explained by the
fact that it was not served by a streetcar
and did not fill in until the start of the
automobileera. It may seem alittle unex-
pected, but this tour—really more of a
list—will feature some of the oldest and
one of the newest houses in our district.
And, just for fun, they will be presented
in chronological order.

908 M ound Street: The Smith-Davidson-
Scheffer House

This is probably the oldest remaining
house in Dayton’s Bluff. It isbelieved to
have been built in 1856 although one
source suggests it went up earlier. It was
first lived in by Truman Smith, amanwho
wasabanker, arealtor and amarble deder,
and at onetimewas among thericher men
in the city. He had a love of gardening
and this house with a commanding view
of the Mississippi River wasadorned with
a variety of flowers and, among other
things, an acre of grapes.

Along with many others, Smith was
wiped out inthe 1857 financial panic. His
career as a banker was over and after a
protracted legal battle, he lost his house.
To survive, Smith turned a green thumb
into a livelihood and there was soon a
major garden on Dayton’'s Bluff whose
products were sold at the Farmers' Mar-
ket and elsewhere.

In 1866, Smith had 5,000 well trained
vines of forty different types of grapes,
raised ten varieties of pears, and 30 dif-
ferent kinds of apples. He was selling
hardy roses, fruit plants and evergreens
and put out a catalog that listed a wide
selection of small fruits and other plants
forsale

The house was subsequently owned by
steamboat magnate William Davidson,
who had a glassed-in pilothouse built on
top so he could observe theriver traffic.

After the house had fallen into disre-
pair, it waswoninaraffleby aDr. Murphy,
and was later occupied by banker Albert
Scheffer wholived therefrom 1886 to 1899
and did a major remodeling that added
many Victorian features to the structure.

Like Smith, he lost title because of an
economic depression. For atimeit became
amilitary academy, and theninthe 1940’s
Mrs. Mildred Evans restored the struc-
ture for a nursing home. It is still there,
now known as the Mounds Park Resi-
dence.

155 Urban Place: The CurtisWatson
House

The story of this Greek Revival style
was covered in an earlier issue of the Fo-
rum, but it fits into this article and you
may well haveforgottenit. Thistwo-story,
1531 square foot, seven-room house was
on what was then called Lizzie Street. It
was built for banker Orin Curtisin 1858
according to one reminiscence. The Curtis
family |eft the house in 1867 and Robert
Watson then moved in and lived there
until hisdeath in 1899. After that, hisson
John was there and according to one
source he farmed nearby.

1150 Pacific: TheWilliam King House

This house, whose old appearance has
been greatly altered, is one of thefew re-
maining physical links to the
neighborhood’s morerural roots. Itsfirst

owner, WilliamKing, cametotheU.S. from
England and settled in Dayton’s Bluff in
1872. He purchased five acres of land and
built thishomein the sameyear. Thehouse
wassmall, with akitchen, aparlor andthree
bedrooms. The bathroom-outhouse actu-
ally was behind.

King loved horticulture and theland was
then outside the city limits, so he estab-
lished a wholesale florist business with
several greenhouseson the back lot. Even
after Pacific Street was graded to his
house, it took many years for city water
to arrive. All of the hundreds of plants
had to be watered by hand from a pump.

Hemarried BerthaMiller on August 30,
1877. That same year he opened aretail
shop on Seventh Street in St. Paul’'s
Lowertown. King had platted most the
land into lotsin 1866, but they did not sell
well and he still owned most of them when
heretired in 1912 at age 68. He died ten
yearslater on January 10, 1922.

King, according to his granddaughter,
“was not a big man, very distinguished,
soft-spoken, always immaculate, with
beard and moustache; thetypical English
gentleman.... Dinner was always an expe-
rience at Grandpa shouse. Thetablewas
always set in ‘English style’ with the
platesall stacked up at oneend. Theplates
would then be passed to grandpa, who
sat at the head of the table, carving the
meat and placing the food on each dish.”
868 Mound Street: The Cyrus Brooks
House

While building permits were not kept
before 1883, it isbelieved, but not certain,
that this structure dates to 1874. The
building has two stories and ten rooms.
The Reverend Cyrus Brooks resided at
this address from 1875 to 1902, the year
he died of old age. He had been born in
Vermontin 1811 andin 1833 becameamin-
ister of the Methodist Episcopa Church.
Heservedinavariety of locationsbefore
coming to St. Paul in 1857.

A local publication entitled Pen Pictures
said that Brookswas*“ atall, spiritual |ook-
ing man, with agentle stoop of the shoul-
ders, gray hair, clear pleasant eyes, and
always bearing an amiable expression on
his countenance... areal good man.”

998 Pacific: The Old Mounds Park
School

Old Mound Park School was con-
structed in 1891 and is the oldest public
school building still on its origina site.
Whileit cameto bereferred to asMounds,
originaly therewasno“s’ inthe name. If
you don’'t believe that, take alook at the
name carved over the front entrance.

It was designed by the well-known ar-
chitectural firm of Buechner and
Jacobson. As the area's population in-
creased, therewasa 1910 addition. A few
old timerstill remember abig firein the
school inthe 1930's.

It ceased to be used for education in
the 1970's when the school was merged
with Van Buren into Dayton’s Bluff El-
ementary. It served for a time as a city
owned building that housed the Commu-
nity Council and other local functions, but
was eventually sold and turned into hous-
ing, which remainsits function today.
827 Mound: TheGiesen-Hauser House

Peter Giesen, aGerman immigrant, took
out the 1891 building permit on one of the
most well known Queen Anne homesin
Dayton’s Bluff. It's the one that drivers
can spy from the freeway. He started out
binding books for the Pioneer Press and
soon had a profitable contract with West
Publishing. Hewasamusiclover and an
active member of the local Mozart Soci-
ety.

Hiswife Marie, also born in Germany,
cameto thecity inthe 1850's. She started
a costume shop in 1872 that ended up

being run by family membersintotheearly
1970's. Thecouplelater left thehousein
1907 to moveto what was considered the
more fashionable Summit Avenue.

The next inhabitant of thered brick and
sandstone structure was Eric Hauser,
whose main source of incomewasin con-
tracting, mostly for railroad concerns.
After his death in 1929, the house went
through a number of uses. Aswas com-
mon at the time, a mansion like this one
ended up as a boarding house. From the
1940'sthrough the 1970’sit was aboard-
ing house. Unlike most of the other huge
homes, it has been returned to a singe
family use.

197 Maria: TheKempien House

Theodore Kempien built this 1905 Tu-
dor Revival style home on anicely land-
scaped corner lot. Hewasaprominent St.
Paul businessman who started out at age
seventeen selling coffee and tea door to
door. He eventually took over an already
established firm, added anew partner and
became quite successful.

Kempien & Womack, located at 180 East
Third Street, brokered merchandise and
specializedin coffeeand tea. Hewasvery
civic-minded, amember of the Knights of
Columbus, on the board of the Mounds
Park Sanitarium and served on the St. Paul
City Council.
170Maria: TheKoehler House

ThisGeorgian Revival houseisvery little
changed sinceitsconstructionin 1912, at
least onthe exterior. Albert Koehler wasa
foreman at the Hamm’ Brewery who mar-
ried Wilhemina, one the daughters of
Theodore Hamm, the brewer. After retir-
ing, heand hiswifebuilt their dream home
that nearly filled the entire block.
Wilhemina loved gardening and wanted
the space.

Thomas Holyoke, the architect, was
working in the Cass Gilbert office at the
time. Unfortunately, Albert died in 1915,
but Marie Koehler lived there until 1950
and their daughter Lulauntil 1953.

It was then sold to the order of the
Carmelite Nuns of St Paul. In 1956 it be-
camethe Maria Avenue Boarding House.
In the 1960's it was bought by Alcoholic
Anonymous as a residence and offices,
and the Alano group still operates the
fecility.

852 Mound Street: The Stolpestad House

Although Martin R. Brown wasthefirst
owner of this 1912 house on the edge of
the bluff, the Stolpestad family was its
longest-term resident. Harold L.
Stol pestad, aphysician who officed at 786
East Seventh Street, and hiswife, Leontine
Stolpestad, resided at this address from
1919 until themid-1950's.

Two of hissonsalso became physicians
and both were connected to the old St.
John’s Hospital. In fact a second addi-
tionto theinstitution, constructed in 1959
along East Seventh, was named The
Stolpestad Wing. Now remodeled and part
of the Metropolitan State University cam-
pus, it has been renamed St. John's Hall.
290 Earl: SupremeCourt Decision Site

Thisis asitethat is noted not because
of itsarchitecture or prominent residents,
but because of an unfortunate incident
that led to adecision by the United States
Supreme Court. It all began when an Afri-
can-American couple and their children
moved into their two-story frame house
in St. Paul in March 1990.

The neighbors were friendly—with a
notable exception. A coupleof local youth
with racist attitudes wanted to drive them
out of their home. And in the early hours
of June 21, 1990, the Joneses wakened to
the sound of running footsteps, looked
out their window, and saw atwo foot tall
cross burning in their yard.

Eventua ly arrestswere made and people
were convicted under acity ordinancethat
outlawed cross burning and any other
action “which one knows or has reason-
ablegroundsto know” will cause” ange,
alarm or resentment in others on the ba-
sis of race, color, creed, religion or gen-
der.”

The attorneys for the young men ap-
pealed the decision, arguing that the or-
dinance conflicted with the free speech
protectionsin the First Amendment. Ina
unanimousrulinginR. A. V. v. City of St.
Paul in 1992, the U. S. Supreme Court said
that the local law was unconstitutional,
because it was too vague and violated
the First Amendment to the Constitution.
Asaresult thelower court ruling wasover-
turned.

Incidentally, after theinitial incident, the
neighbors had meetingsto denounce rac-
ism, met with the affected family and ex-
pressed the hopesthat they would remain
part of the community. The Joneses de-
cided to stay and remained in the house
for many years.

865 Mound Street: The Ter Wisscha-
LanoHouse

When Glennis Ter Wisscha and Jim
Lano bought an empty lot on a hilltop
overlooking Mound Street for a home,
they knew that they wanted to build some-
thing special. In 1995 they turned to the
plans left by architect John Howe who
had served as the head draftsman for
Frank Lloyd Wright for three decades be-
fore coming to St. Paul in 1967.

Local architectural critic Larry Millett
included thishousein hisnew AlA Guide.
“Not surprisingly,” he wrote, “Howe's
designs have a distinct Wrightian qual-
ity. Thishouse, clad inredwood siding, is
of modest size and features with an oc-
tagonal living room bathed in natural
light.”

Another interesting part of its history
has to do with one of itsresidents. Asa
young woman, Glennis was one of the
“Willmar 8,” who were participantsin a
1977-1980 strike against the Citizens Na-
tional Bank of Willmar. Amongtheir griev-
ances was the fact that they had to train
men who then moved into higher paying
jobs not open to women. They walked off
the job on December 16, 1977 because
they wanted to see job openings posted,
qualificationslisted, and hiring based on
skills not gender.

After along and often difficult struggle
the National Labor RelationsBoard ruled
in their favor and they were vindicated.
Their cause was widely supported by la-
bor and women’s groups and has been
documented in more than one television
production.

MoundsBoulevard and Earl: TheMounds
Park Pavilion

Okay—so this site and the one that fol-
lows are not houses; however, they are
prominent landmarks that definitely add
to the ared’s heritage. They have been
placed at the end of the articlerather than
inthe chronological arrangement.

This prairie style structure with a hori-
zontal feel and low-hipped roof was de-
signed by prominent local architect
Charles Hauser and built in 1916. It was
patterned after similar ones that had re-
cently been added to Chicago’s Park sys-
tem. It is rarity in the Twin Cities since
most other prairie styles are houses or
commercial buildings.

MoundsBoulevard West of Earl: TheAir-
planeBeacon

This aerial beacon, put upin 1929, isa
steel tower that rises 110 feet above

“History Tour” continued on page 5
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Mounds Park. Thereisarotating light on
top that was once used for visual naviga-
tion by pilotsflying along an airway cor-
ridor. Approximately 1,500 such structures
beacons once existed. Thisparticular one
showed theway from Chicago to St. Paul.

They were spaced ten miles apart and
in clear weather the beam from the 1,000-
watt lamp could be seen for 40 miles. The
beaconsrotated at 6 rpm, creating aflash
every 10 seconds. Radio navigation be-
ganto replacethisvisual systemin 1929,
so this was one of the last ever built and
is thought to be the last one still stand-
ing.

The Mounds Park beacon has even ap-
peared in local literature. A young man
has just brought anew girl friendtodo a
little spooning, asthey used to say. Here's
how St. Paul writer Norman Katkov por-
trayed it in his 1948 novel Eagle At My
Eyes.

“What would you figure? Wouldn't you
think you were in? A dark night for her,
brooding and thinking and telling it to
the first man she saw. Wanting to sit by
the beacon. What the hell, she knew you
didn’'t go to Mounds Park for charades....
| turned off the parkway and eased up to
the retaining wall which looked south
toPig'sEye...

There wasn't another car in the park-
ing space and | let the bumpers touch
the wall before | pulled the emergency
brake. | found some music on the radio,
held the lever and pushed the seat back,
than sat watching her, she with her head
on the cushion, the kerchief off her hair
now, her face in profile as she looked
down at the airport and the string of
lights bordering the field.”

You'll haveto read the book to find out
the rest.

There you are, a little more of our
community’s heritage as seenin the“ built
landscape” that surrounds us. If the
weather holdsin early December, you may
be ableto drive around and take alook at
theselocal landmarks.

Therewill not be an issue of the Forum
in January and February, so there’s plenty
of timeto do research for the next history
article. Any readers have asuggestion for
the next topic? If you do, drop the paper
an email and we'll see what can be done.
Or maybeyou'd liketo send in your own
history piece. All submissions are wel-
come.

L ear n about new
homeowner ship and
personal finances

Community Neighborhood Housing
Services and the Dayton’s Bluff
Branch of the Saint Paul Public Li-
braries presents: Home Club; a club
for improving the home ownership
experience and working on personal
financial topics.

Meetingsare held the second Thurs-
day of each month from 6:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. at the Dayton’'s Bluff Li-
brary, 645 7th St E., Saint Paul MN
55106, Library - Room 218.

Meetingsare designed to learnfrom
experts in the field and share experi-
ences from the community. Sample
topicsinclude: how to winterize, find-
ing low/no cost home improvement
loansor financial literacy.

To learn more or to find out about
this month’s topics, please call 651-
793-1699 or check out the blog at http:/
/homeclub2008.blogspot.com.

Happy days at Harding High School 1957-58

By BarbaraSommerville

Fifty years ago, you could plunk down
ten cents on the counter of Perry’s Malt
shop on Earl Street and receive, in ex-
change, adeliciouslime-dime-phosphate.
How good were they? “My favorite,”
says Claudia Wells Lonetti. She was a
typical teenager back in 1957, dutifully
attending classes at Harding High School
and following parental instructionsto fin-
ish her homework before supper.

Claudia and five other former Harding
students met at Obb’s Restaurant on
Burns Ave. recently, and shared their
memories of lifeon the bluff asteenagers.
Besides Claudia, they included Carolyn
Hirsch Koemptgen, Ruth Nelson Vierling,
Kathie Richter Crupi, Annette Continenza
Mackenroth, all class of '57, and Sandy
Schorr Thompson, class of '56. “I think
wewere moreresponsi ble[than most kids
today],” said Carolyn, knownas Carol Lou
by her friends. “We policed ourselves.”

For example, she played clarinet in the
school band and remembers how at
hockey and basketball games the band
director, Herbert Mathes, “wouldn’'t even
comewith usor send achaperone. Every-
body really liked him. He was firm, but
had thisway about him that made every-
one want to do well. All the kids be-
haved.”

In another example, Harding didn’t al-
low girlstowear pantsto school. So when
one provocative young lady dared to walk
the hallsin long earrings and jeans, “the
boys threw her in the [school] shower,”
recalled Carolyn with alaugh. “Like she
was afallen woman or something!” Even
the boys stuck to cords or twill slacks.
Tough guys, or “hoods’, were partial to
blue jeans slung on the hip with a wide
leather belt, and engineer boots.

Thesinger Pat Booneintroduced in 1957
the white suede shoes or, “white bucks”,
that were so popular with hisadoring teen-
agefans. A year earlier, ElvisPredey had
inspired the blue suede variety with his
record hit of the same name. Along with
saddle shoes, al were complemented with
dark-colored anklets. Girlswore sweater
sets, often with angora-fringed collars,
“dyed-to-match” askirt. “ Lamb’swool was
big,” said Annette. Two of her favorite
outfitswereaquaand coral. If agirl wanted
tobe cool, she’ d wear her headscarf knot-
ted at the tip of her chin and her collar
turned up.

But studentsweren't the only oneswith
dress protocol. A femal e teacher, usually
a“Miss’, wears adress while “Misters”
affect suits and ties. Don't let their pro-
fessional appearance fool you—in the
right situation teachers didn’t hesitate to
takecorporal actionwith any unruly child.
The former Harding girls recalled how a
male teacher would “grab a student by
the front of hisshirt and physically throw
him out the classroom door,” for misbe-
having.

Nevertheless, some teachers were vul-
nerable. Carolyn recals an incident in-
volving an older female English teacher.
In 1955, while workers tuck-pointed the
brick exterior of Harding, they raised scaf-
folding to thethird story classrooms. With
thisin mind, aboy being scolded one day
by thisparticular “Miss’ devised aprank,
and announced, “If you don't stop yell-
ing at me, I'll jump out the window,” and
with that, leaped to the scaffolding be-
low, stooping to hide just under the open
window. I’m sure the shock of that put a
few gray hairsinthe poor woman’'s head.

Theorigina Harding High Schoal, built
at the corner of Earl and Third Streetsin
February 1926, cost $217,904 to construct.
City leadersnamed it after thepopular U.S.
president, Warren G. Harding, whose
death from aheart attack whilein officein
1923 shocked the nation. Initially the

school accommodated only those in
grades eight through ten. The juniors
completed their last two years and gradu-
ated from a different school, probably
Central or Johnson. Eventually, of course,
Harding became a full-fledged high
school, graduating itsfirst class of 32 se-
niorsin 1932.

Because of two additions, onein 1931
and the other in 1939, Harding gained a
dozen classrooms, alibrary, ametal shop,
art roomsand improvementsto theindus-
trial arts shopsand cafeteria. Eventually,
the post WWII “Baby boom” forced
Harding to operate in shiftsto accommo-
date all of its students. In 1959, a bond
passed in St. Paul, guaranteeing the con-
struction of three new high schools, in-
cluding anew building for Harding. At a
cost of $4,000,000, the new facility opened
itsdoorsat Third and Hazelwood Avenue
in September 1963, just blocks from the
old structure.

Detroit was designing bigger fins and
flashier chrome on its automobiles, but
few students drove to school, recalled
Carolyn. In addition, “if you did drive to
school,” she said, “you never went to
your car until after school.” There were
no busses either. Schools were in neigh-
borhoods and neighborhoods were a
world unto themselves back then. Conse-
quently, most kids walked to school. In
fact, kidswalked most every place. Since
Harding played their football games at
Central High School, groups of girlsand
boys hiked to and from the gameviadown-
town St. Paul. Therewereno fearsof walk-
ing after dark. On theway home, the gath-
ering placefor Carolyn and her gang was
Perry’s.

Perry T. Zoukosand hiswife, Rose, lived
at 1067 Burns Avenue. As early as 1930,
his shop, the Mounds Park Confection-
ery, did business at 238 Earl, just across
the street, at the present site of Cerenity
Care Center. Carolyn remembers Perry
standing in his front yard with an ever-
present cigar in hismouth, keeping an eye
on hisrestaurant and presumably theteen-
agerswho flocked to it. The interior fea-
tured dark furnitureand alarge mirror over
the marble-topped counter where a soda
jerk served customers the famous lime
phosphates aswell as other delights such
as an ice cream sundae called the “Mud
Ball”, and the “Nurses Specia”, a con-
coction of vanillaice cream and Spanish
peanuts. Pat McDermott, Classof '58, re-
callsfrequenting Perry’sMalt Shop. “ The
maltsweregreat, but the camaraderiewith
the neighborhood kids and high school
classmates was the best attraction after
our football games. | relateit to the Happy
Days television show.”

The topic of conversation among the
Harding girls might have centered on the
upcoming school dance. Dances played
a large role in student life back in the
1950's. Harding held at least five major
dances each year along with anumber of
“sock hops’. Carolyn remembersafavor-
ite band that played at many of them, sim-
ply known as, Bob Arrigoni and hisband.
Bob graduated from Harding in 1955 and
played tenor sax in the four-piece combo.
They were in high demand even beyond
school affairs, regularly playing avariety
of rock and roll and fox trots at weddings
and other venues around town. Asked
what the foursome earned each night, Bob
replied, “ Twenty-five dollarsapiece. Big
money at thetime.”

The prom, of course, was aformal af-
fair. Girlswore straplessgownswith hoop
skirts and stiff crinolines underneath.
Annette recalls how she used to spray
her crinoline, agtiff petticoat wornto make
along skirt stand out, with sugar water

“Harding” continued on page 6

ChurchDirectory

Amazing Grace Assembly of God
1237 Earl St.

651-778-1768

Sun 9:30 am - Sunday school all
ages

Sun 10:30 am - morning Worship
Sun 6:00 pm - evening Worship

Hmong Asbury United
M ethodi st

815 Frank St.
651-771-0077

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
655 Forest St.

651-776-4737

Sun 9:00 am - Morning Service

Sun 10:15-11:15 am - Sunday School
& BibleHour

Sun 11:15 - Hmong Service

Faith Temple - Templo De Fe
1510 Payne Ave

651-778-0096

Sun 10:30 am - Spanish Bilingual
Service

Sun 6:00 pm — Spanish Bilingual
Service

Wednesday family night

First Lutheran Church ELCA
463 Maria

St. Paul, MN 55106

651-776-7210

1 block North of Metropolitan State
Sun 8:00 am - Free Community Breakfast
Sun 9:30 am —Worship service

Sun 10:45 am - Education for all ages
Handicapped accessible

Mounds Park United Methodist
1049 Euclid St.

651-774-8736

9:15am - Sunday School, 4-year-
old through Adult

10:30 am - Worship

Our Savior’s Lutheran ‘LCMS
674 Johnson Pkwy

651-774-2396

Sunday Worship - 9:15am
Education Hour - 10:30 am
Wednesday Worship - 6:30 pm

Sacred Heart Catholic Church

Iglesia Sagrado Corazon

840 E. 6th St.

651-776-2741

Sat 4:00 pm English Mass &
5:30 pm Spanish Missa

Sun 9:00 am English Mass &
11:00 am Spanish Missa

Mon, Wed, Fri 8:00 am Mass

St. John’s Catholic Church
977 E. 5th St.

651-771-3690

Mon-Sat 8:00 am — Daily Mass
Sat 4:15 pm - Mass

Sun 9:00 am, 11:00 am - Mass

St. John’s Outreach Ministry
1154 E. 7th St.

651-771-7639

Sun 9:30 am - Sunday School
Sun 10:45 am - Worship

Wed 7:00 pm - Bible Study

St. John Ev. Lutheran
765 Margaret St.
651-771-6406

Sun 9:30 am - Worship
Thurs 6:30 pm - Worship
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Children need presence morethan they need presents

by Mary Ann Cogelow

On Election Day after waitinginline most
of two hours to vote, my daughter and |
took ourselvesto acelebratory lunch at a
small, real food restaurant in our neigh-
borhood. Aswewaited at asidewalk table
for our meal, we observed alittle episode
of parenting that had alot of skill init. A
young mom came up the sidewalk push-
ing her approximately two-year-old son
inastroller. Hewasclutching aplain, old,
garden-variety stick, about two feet long,
in his hands. As they approached the
café, the mother said matter-of-factly,
“You can't bring your stick inside. You
havetoleaveit here.” Pointingtoagrassy
spot on the boulevard, she said, “Put it
there.” Thelittle boy put the stick down,
his mom said, “Thank you,” and they
wheeled into the restaurant. About ten
minutes later they reappeared, the mom
with atakeout beverage and the child with
acookie. Asshebeganto push thestroller
away, her son uttered a nonverbal cry of
protest and pointed to the boulevard. His
mother stopped, said, “Oh, | forgot your
stick,” pushed the stroller back, retrieved
the stick and handed it to him. They went
on their way. More about this|ater.

In the November issue of the Dayton’s
Bluff District Forum, | wrote about the
dangersof overindulging children. Inthis
month’s issue, | want to continue on the
theme of overindulgence by thinking a
little about the differences between what
children “need” and what they “want”.
In his thinking about human needs,
Abraham Maslow devel oped what seems
to me a comprehensive and thought pro-
voking list. Hebegan with basic physical
needs such as air to breathe, drinkable
water, food and sleep. He then described
other categories of need: safety, love and
belonging, esteem, and self-actualization.
Within these large categories, he listed
such needs as home, health, friendship,
confidence, morality, creativity, problem
solving, lack of prejudice, and more. Crit-
ics have argued that describing these
needsasabhierarchy isinaccurate and that
these needs coexist (with some devel op-
mental differences) acrossthelife span. |
agree. Nonetheless, | think Maslow pro-
vides a useful list to keep in mind when
thinking about what children “need” as
opposed to what they may “want.”

Now a cautionary note: You can’t
“spoil” ababy. Inthefirst six months or
so of their infant’s life, “needs” and
“wants’ are the same thing. The new-
born needs to feel himself the center of

the universe as a necessary first step in
healthy development of every kind. Re-
member that while many of an infant’'s
needs are physical - to be fed, to be
clothed warmly or coolly enough, to get
enough sleep, tobe helped torelieve dis-
comfort - other needs are social and psy-
chological. Babiesneed timeand loving
attention which stimulates all of their
senses from people who love them. In-
deed, these interactional needs, while
they seem less concrete than food, cloth-
ing, and shelter are so essential that their
lack poses a grave threat for a baby’'s
physical healthif they are unmet. In Eu-
ropean orphanages babies who were ad-
equately fed, clothed, and sheltered, but
who did not have their needs for connec-
tionto aspecial, loving caregiver met, of -
ten died.

As children grow older it is possible to
overindulge them. Once children ap-
proach their first birthdays, parents do
well to remember that the child’s“| want
it” message no longer always means “I
needit.” For thisreason, it seems useful
to keep in mind children’s real needs -
social, emotional, and developmental as
well asmaterial. Jeanllldey Clarkedways
takes my breath away when she says that
we parentsprovidefor al of our children’'s
needs and for some of their wants. My
personal history is too close to poverty
not to know that providing what children
need in terms of nutrition, clothing, and
shelter isextremely difficult if notimpos-
sible for many families in the United
States. Nonetheless, it may be helpful to
consider what other resources - social,
emotional, psychological, and knowledge
- parents can draw upon to meet their
children’s needs. All of parents’ re-
sources, financial and otherwise, are
threatened by hard economic timesand |
want to fully acknowledge that fact. But
I hope knowing in addition to the things
money can buy, that children require other
essentials can help parents to supply the
needsthat depend moreontheir willsthan
on their pocketbooks. Thiscanleadto a
better job of prioritizing the way they use
what financial resources they do have
whether severely limited or abundant.
Sometimes parents let themselves get
confused by children’s demands, or by
society’s messages, and give kids things
while depriving them of what they need
more - for example, by overspending on
Christmas giftsand running out of money
for groceries before the end of the month.

Sotorecap: al children havereal needs.

Some of them are material. Othersarefor
time, attention, shared knowledge and the
like. Both kindsof needsarereal and es-
sential. Both may spill over into wants
which need to belimited in waysthat help
children grow and develop to their full
potential. This brings us back to David
Walsh's assertion that even when we say
“no” to achild's desire or behavior, we
make sure the child knows we heard the
message and the feelings that accompa-
nied it. Thisiswhere many parents have
difficulty withtheir limit setting. It seems
as if parents feel bound to comply with
an“l want. ..” messageif they acknowl-
edgeit or to giveintoachildif they hear
and empathize with afeeling. Parenting
demandsthat we have the ability toreally
hear what our children are telling us and
to be open to accepting their feelings, to
be able to say to a child, “I know you
want...,” “I think your feel ...,” while
maintaining our ability to consider
whether or not to gratify the child’swishes.
Children do need ustoreally know them,
to hear what they want, to do our best to
identify and name and care about their
feelings and then to pull ourselves up by
our boot straps and make the best deci-
sions we can about meeting their needs
and granting some of their wants so their
lives are enhanced but not overindulged.

The mom | told you about at the top of
this article was doing anice job of hear-
ing what her son wanted (and perhaps
needed) while helping him to know that
there were limits to his enjoyment of his
stick (not intherestaurant), and of listen-
ing to hisreminder to retrieveit. Shedid
not put him down for wanting a“dirty old
stick” as she might have, and she ac-
cepted his protest when sheforgot it, eas-
ily acknowledging to him her human im-
perfection. The ease with which her son
complied with her directions and the con-
fidence he expressed in his relationship
with her led meto imaginethat thisinter-
action represented many past incidents
which had built a solid relationship of
trust between mother and son.

For achanceto explore overindulgence
and many other parenting issues, take
advantage of the multitude of resources-
books, blogs, the internet, meetings on
special topics- availableto parents. | rec-
ommend joining an Early Childhood Fam-
ily Education Class for information and
support. Call 651-293-5343 for help locat-
ing adiscussion group that fitsyour fam-
ily and schedule. Get some of your needs
met!

. Under $5

quickly!

: December 3, E, 12,13, 19, 20 at 7:30 pm
~ ' December 7, 14, 21 at 2:00 pm

- Ticket Prices - Adults $15; Students/ Seniors $10 and Children 12 and

- To order tickets in advance, please call the Historic Mounds Theatre
 at651-772-2253 or visit our website at www.moundstheatre.org for an

SainyRaulMNISS106

e
We do not mail out tickets. They will be at the box office when you
arrive. Tickets are also available for those “hard to please” folks on
your Christmas list. Purchase tickets early, as they sell out very

= ““-‘"_‘ * online order form, or to purchase through Pay Pal. _ ‘
Iif using‘ the online form, please fill out and send to: . -
_. 00T . jihelhistenic by
oy oS gl AT T
vER gréov"’ (.029) _

Continued from page 5

“Harding”

and then hang it to dry for extrastiffness.
“Crinolines,” she said, “were starched so
stiff they’d run your nylons.” But those
nylons were not like our pantyhose to-
day. Manufacturers in the fifties con-
structed nylons with a seam up the back.
They hooked uncomfortably to a garter
belt or panty girdle. “You never wanted
your butt to bounce when you walked
upstairs,” says Annette.

But Schuneman’s department store on
Wabasha downtown was beginning to
advertise new seamless stockings for
$1.25apairin 1957. The Emporium on East
7th Street and the Golden Rule at Minne-
sota and Robert advertised a “ Startling
new pink” lipstick by Max Factor, called
Roman Pink, also for $1.25. Startling in-
deed, since most lipstick in those days
wasred.

While Saturdays were generally for
house cleaning and shopping, Annette
and her friendsreserved Friday nightsfor
movies at the Mounds Theatre. “Ushers
would show you your seat with a flash-
light,” said Annette. The ushershad alot
of clout in those days. If you did any-
thing to annoy them, they had the author-
ity to bounce you. Two of Annette’s fa-
vorite movie stars were Elizabeth Taylor
and June Allison. She liked musicalsand
romances, while boys her age dug west-
erns. In April 1957 for example, one could
enjoy the Disney feature, “Westward Ho
the Wagons”, and in August, Spencer
Tracy and Katherine Hepburn in the ro-
mantic comedy, “Desk Set”. A cartoon
and newsreel always preceded the fea
ture. “If you had a boyfriend,” says
Annette, “you’d sit in the back row.”
Ticket prices ranged from thirty-five to
fifty cents each.

In 1958, Harding narrowly missed win-
ning the Boy’s State Hockey champion-
ship after edging out the heavily favored
rival, Johnson, “the dear ol’ Farm
School”, as Pat McDermott put it, in the
regional. Inahard-fought final game, they
lost to Roseau 1-0. All-State defenseman
Mike Mathis said of the tournament, “It
was agood experience and we had agreat
coach.” That was Coach John Rossi.
Kathy Pieper remembers the tournament
as“without a doubt, the most memorable
experiencefor the Classof '58. | will never
forgetit.”

She was a cheerleader that year and re-
calls that on the same day of the game
she took her entrance exams for nursing
school in Rochester, MN. She not only
made it back for the game, but was ac-
cepted into the nursing program. At the
50th reunion of the Class of 1958 held this
year, the class nhominated the entire
hockey team for induction into the
Harding Hall of Fame.

Today Harding thrives, boasting over
2,000 students in grades nine through
twelve. The mgjority of the student body
is of Southeast-Asian background.
Harding is still home to the Knights and
the yearbook, SAGA, and Johnson re-
mains their archrival. Among the more
notable Harding alumni are Paul
Holmgren, former NHL player with the
Philadelphia Flyers and the Minnesota
North Stars, and Randy Kelly, former
mayor of St. Paul. Asfor Carolyn, Claudia
and Annette, they still livefairly closeto
the area, and keep in contact.

And what about the old building on
Third and Earl? It's still in the education
business, serving 700 students enrolled
in two different magnet schools. Except
for the cafeteriaand offices, the entrance,
hallways and classrooms remain essen-
tially the same, asthey were 50-years ago.
In answer to my question, “Have you
seen any ghosts?’ one employee re-
sponded with agiggle, “Not so far.”



December 2008

Dayton’s Bluff District Forum

Page 7

The @?m@ Ovr Vaew

“Giving Voice to Our Teens”

shares the heartache.

Onother Teen f@mg&&a«é@~ Taleen

Sadly, another Reqgime article deals with the violence on our
streets and a life taken too soon. On October 25, Jaques Dortch
was getting a ride home from friend James Jones Fields, when
gun shots shattered the passenger-side windows. Fields drove

to a nearby gas station for help. Unfortunately Dortch—just 18
and an innocent victim—would not survive. To make the tragedy
“hit home” even more, both Dortch and Fields volunteered/worked
at the Dayton's Bluff Recreation Center. Qur entire community

Jaques was well-liked by friends, family and rec center staff.
According to the St. Paul Pioneer Press, youth on her block said
she was like an older sister to them, adding that she was
dependable and a role model who was always smiling.

Mary Moore, a recreation leader at the center, thought of her as a
peacemaker. “Jaques was a great volunteer...We enjoyed having
her smile and caring personality,” said Moore. “She touched many
youth at the recreation center. She will always be remembered.”

Jagues loved children and aspired to be a kindergarten teacher.
Mow, she will never get the chance. We can only hope that in her
senseless death, she will teach each of us to be a peacemaker.

ey

4. More than 30 neighborhood residents gathered for a candlelight
vigil for Jaques Dortch, days after she was killed. The vigil took
place af the intersection of E. Sixth 5t. and Forest Av., the site of
the shooting. Prayers were said, songs sung and many tears shed.

%MA in Teansilion ng&m

Jaques’ death was an unfortunate mark on the first
anniversary of another valuable teen group at the
Dayton's Bluff Recreation Center. The Youth in
Transition (YIT) program began one year ago under the
guidance of recreational leaders Steve Randall and Mary
Moore, and social worker Colin Moore. YIT is designed to
help young men in the Dayton's Bluff area, ages 14-24,
with issues like GED tutoring, parenting advice, job
training skills, gang prevention and community service
projects. Many of the members have received their GED

Add yourvoice. Attend a meeting.
For more information, contact one of the locations below.

this past year and have obtained jobs after their three-
week job training. If you, or someone you care about, are
interested in the group, please contact Steve or Mary at
the Dayton's Bluff Recreation Center, 651-793-3885.

Dayton’s Bluff Recreation Center « 800 Conway St. « 651-793-3885 | Margaret Recreation Center « 1109 Margaret St. « 651-298-5719

Sherlock Holmesin Dayton’sBluff?! You better believeit!

By Erik Falkingham

Jeff Falkingham has always been a big
history buff. Helovesreading historical
fiction and watching historical films. On
road trips, Jeff always has to stop and
visit every single “historical landmark”
he sees.

Believeme, | know thisbecause!’ m his
son.

Jeff recently finished his new novel,
Sherlock Holmes: In Search of the
Source, and get this: story is set in De-
cember 1896, and though much of the ac-
tion takes place in the Lowertown Dis-
trict of old St. Paul, the climactic chase
scene occursin Dayton’s Bluff! 1t begins
near the Hamm’s Brewery, windsitsway
through Swede Hollow, under and then
over the Seventh Street Improvement
Arches, down Maria Avenueto the caves
in the limestone bluffs beneath Jacob
Schmidt’'sold North Star Brewery, finally
culminating inamoonlit fistfight atop the
gently rolling hillsof Indian Mounds Park.

But let’s back up aminute. The story
doesn't start here. Source is actualy a
sequel to Jeff's first novel, Sherlock
Holmes and the County Courthouse Ca-
per, set in his hometown of Browns Val-
ley, Minnesota.

| remember back in April 2000, when my
dad told me he wanted to write a histori-
cal fiction novel for young adults. | told
him, cool, goforit! But when hetold me
it was going to be a Sherlock Holmes
novel set in Minnesota, | thought he was
nuts. Or as Holmes would say, “plum
loco.” Well, Caper, released in Septem-
ber 2001 by Beaver’s Pond Press, ended
up being abig hit among the young adult
audience, as well as with history buffs
and mystery fans. | haveto admit... even
| likedit.

Beaver’sPond Press printed 1,000 cop-
ies of Caper, and they sold out by De-
cember 2002. For the next fiveyears, the

“1t's December 1896 in the booming capi-
tal city of St. Paul, Minnesota. Sherlock
Holmes has returned to America to attend
thewedding of Peter Smith, whom he' d be-
friended ten yearsearlier in the case of The
County Courthouse Caper. Suddenly, there
arecomplications. Anovernight fire. A life's
work destroyed. And worse: A dead body.

The only clues? A pair of boot prints. A
mysterious fuel. A missing sword. Even-
tually, a member of Peter’s bridal party is
implicated in arson—and murder. Now,
Sherlock Holmes must race against time,
and an overzealous police detective, to
solveamystery before the nuptials can pro-

publishers kept urging Jeff to do areprint,
but, as he put it, “I didn’t think the time
wasright.”

In March 2007, Browns Valley was hit
by aterribleflood. Nearly 50 homeswere
flooded and over 100 people evacuated.
The time had come. Jeff gave Caper a
new makeover, adding both photos of real
historical characters and photosfrom the
flood, and decided to sell copies of this
“Flood Edition” himself to raise money
for flood relief.

Jeff worked hard to raise the money for
his hometown. He used every resource
he could, personally selling copies to
friends, relatives, neighbors, librariesand
online shoppers from his website
(www.cccaper.com). Sofar, hehasraised
over $6000, and donated every cent to the
Long-Term Flood Recovery Fund in
BrownsValley.

But up to this point, he still hadn’t con-
sidered writing asequel ...

Then, in November 2007, Caper got a
very favorablereview inthe District Mes-
senger, the official newsletter of the
Sherlock Holmes Society of London. “I
got alot of interest, feedback and encour-
agement from Holmes fans all acrossthe
nation — and around the world!” said

Jeff. Infact, many fansliked the story so
much, they suggested writing another.
That planted the seed, and in January
2008, he started writing part two.

“Writing historical fictioniskind of like
abigjigsaw puzzlewhereyou’ ve only got
about half the pieces,” said Jeff. “The
historical pieces are like the corners and
the edge, then you have to come up with
a whole bunch of little pieces for the
middle. It’'s fun but it's challenging be-
cause you get to make up severa of your
own pieces, but challenging because you
have to make them fit with the others.”

It took Jeff six months to research and
write Source, which | find pretty impres-
sive, considering hewas also working two
jobsat thetime. He's been a proofreader
and an editor for over 20 years, and be-
fore that he was a sports writer. He said
having such a large writing background
was agreat advantage in both the writing
and revision process.

When asked how much of Sourceisfact
vs. fiction, Jeff said it’s about 40 percent
fact and 60 percent fiction, whereas Ca-
per was about 50/50. “| started with more
jigsaw pieceswith Caper and didn’t have
to make up so much. Source was more
challenging but more fun. | brought in
more factual people but had to put them
in morefictional situations,” he says.

I’m among the few to have already read
Source, which is being published by
Xlibris, a print-on-demand subsidiary of
Random House, and is scheduled to be
released in January 2009. Inmy opinion,
it's even better than the first.

When asked if there will ever be a part
three, Dad smiled and said: “ Therewill be
apartthreeand apart four... andthenl’m
going to go back and write a bunch of
short stories.” So Holmesfans better get
with it if they hope to keep up with the
famous detective’ supcoming adventures!

SwedeHollowinvasive
plant removal

By Karin DuPaul

Sixty volunteers, some Pepsi em-
ployees, Friends of Swede Hollow
(FOSH) members, YMCA, Green
House and many other volunteers re-
moved large amounts of invasive
plants from Swede Hollow Park. The
day started with coffee from the
Swede Hollow Cafe, Pepsi and past-
ries at Payne Avenue and Kenny
Road. Then everyonegot busy inthe
park until the work was done.

Many youth assisted neighborhood
residents, park enthusiasts, and eco-
logically minded volunteersin remov-
ing invasive tree species from Swede
Hollow. Clearing of invasive species
will alow more beneficial speciesto
flourish. The city parks department
had already cut the many trees into
haulable pieces. Volunteers formed
human chains to pass logs and
branches across the creek. Others
climbed the steep slopes to retrieve
tree pieces. Several massive piles
were made beside the path for later
collection.

After helping make SwedeHollow's
woodlands healthier, volunteerswere
treated to pizzafrom Carbone's, pasta
salad and Italian bread from Yarusso
Brothers, and lots of Pepsi products
todrink.

Mike Grealish, FOSH member and Pepsi
employee, did an excellent job of planning
this event. A special thank you to Bryce
White, Mike Grealish, and the Pepsi Com-
pany for al of their efforts. Thank you to
Saint Paul Parks Department, Carbone's,
Yarusso Brothersand all of thevolunteers
that made this a great success.
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CLUES cdebrates 27 years of
service to the community

Comunidades Latinas Unidas En
Servicio (CLUES) celebrated 27
years of services to the Latino com-
munity of Minnesota on Thursday,
October 16th at the Jackson Room at
Travelersin downtown St. Paul. The
theme of the event was “Many
Cultures...One Dream,” atheme that
speaks to the varied nationalities of
people who come to CLUES for
services...to pursue the American
Dream. Dr. Linda L. Baer, Senior
Vice Chancellor of MNSCU, Minne-
sota State College and Universities
system, was the keynote speaker. In
her presentation, she defined and ad-
dressed the need for cultural compe-
tency.

Dr. Baer talked about the need to
develop appreciation for social respon-
sibility, the need to ensure ethical be-
havior that respectsand values every-
one, and the need to incorporate de-
terminants of multipleworld viewsin
our everyday living. Shecalled for the
provision of leadership that models
diversity inclusion, representation and
shared decision-making.

President, Mr. Jesse Bethke Gomez,
stated in his welcoming remarks that
Minnesota is currently being con-

fronted with growing economic, edu-
cation, healthcare and workforce chal -
lenges, citing greater global competi-
tion, the retirement of educators, the
cost of healthcare and the number of
jobs that may be lost due to the fact
that the stateis not producing enough
bachelor degreed people to keep up
with the demand. Mr. Bethke Gomez
noted that the solution to these alarm-
ing statistics would take the leader-
ship of the higher education system,
|leaderslike Dr. Baer, to “ advance the
capacity of all people who reside in
Minnesota to help them fully realize
the dream of a better tomorrow.”

CLUES isin its 27th year of ser-
vice to the community. The agency
was recently ranked among thetop 25
Hispanic Nonprofits in the United
States in 2007 by Hispanic Business
Magazine. CLUES provides a con-
tinuum of linguistically appropriateand
culturally competent servicesinclud-
ing: Mental Health Services, Chemi-
cal Health Services, Family Services,
Aging Well Services, Community
Health Worker Services, and Eco-
nomic Advancement Servicesin em-
ployment, education and financial lit-
eracy.

Church of St. John of St. Paul

A Dapton's Winff Tradition since 1886
Father George Welzbacher, Pastor
977 E. 5th Street + St. Paul, MN 35106
(631) 771-3690 « www.sijsip.org
Celebrate a 2 1st century Christmas
at a traditional Cathelic Church
Christmas Schedule

Clwistmas Eve Confessions - 2 to 4 pm.

Christmas Eve Mass - 4:15 poo with
Music Progran beginning ar 3:45 p.m.

Christmas Day Masses - 9& 11 a.m.

New Year's Schedule

Merry
Christmas

Season’s
Greeting

New Year's Eve Mass - 4:15 pom,
New Year's Day Masses- & 1] a.m.
Mass Schedwle: Mon - Sar; 8 am; Sundeavs; ¥ & 11 amySatereday 41 5pm
Confession Schedule: Every day immediarely before Mass and
Satnrdivs from 3:00 pm o 4200 pm

Happy
Hannukah

Happy |

1

.

651-771-6980

Mounps PARK BARBER STYLISTS

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
TUESDAY THRU SATURDAY

1043 HupsoN ROAD
SAINT PaUuL, MN 55106

Judy Lee

=,

NOW OPEN

A

From the re-creators of the
Town Talk Diner and the
former Executive Chef of

MufTuletta

g
¥

The new meat and fish
house in East 5t Paul
378 Mana Ave.

St. Paul, MN 55106
051-793-6247
www.domeats.com
1 (877) DO-MEATS
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Attend da.iljr Mass within

steps ofryour home.

Cerenity Care Center and Residence - Marian of Saint Paul is a continuum
of care campus that provides every level of care for you or your loved one,

> Assisted Living > Adult Day Center
> Memory Care = Skilled Nursing

= Independent Living
> Board and Care

Please call 651-793-2100 today to schedule a tour.

Cerenity”

SENIOR CARE

Marian of Saint Paul

www.CerenitySeniorCare.org

Formerly HealthEast Semor Care, Ceranity Senior Care is a faith-based partnership
betwean HealthEast, Benedictine Health System, and Clement Manor @

If you have the desire to produce television to express
yourself, to get your point across, to help your neighbors,
or to change your community for the better, we can help!

(651) 224-5153
WWW.SPNN.ONg

375 Jackson St Ste 250
Saint Paul, MM 55101
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