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A brief Hmong
history lesson

By Nachee Lee, Executive Director,
Dayton's Bluff Community Council

According to Hmong historians and
studies, about five thousand years ago
theancestors of theHmong lived along
thelower reaches of the Yellow River
in China. Wars and persecution from
other groupsforced theHmongto flee
their homelands southward to
Indochina; now consisting of Thailand,
Laos, Vietnam, and Burma. The
Hmong left China around the end of
the nineteenth century to settle near the
tops of mountains in Indochina.

Thejourney of Hmong peoplefrom
Chinato Indochinawaslong, hard and
difficult. Thelongjourney resultedin
hardship, changes, sacrifice, starva-
tion, and death. According to Hmong
elders and folktales, during thisjour-
ney many Hmong faced punishment
and separation. Families headed dif-
ferent directions. They had to walk
over steep mountainsand through nar-
row gorges. Many people, particularly
the elders, could not survive the long
journey. Many died and were buried
along the way. Women and children
were exchanged and traded for food.
Thosewho studied and had knowledge
about Hmong history know this expe-
rience as the “Trail of Tears’. In
today’s Hmong death ceremonies
peoplestill mournthis. Despiteall of
these hardships, many Hmong had
survived and reached their destina-
tions.

The Hmong became strong fighters
for the United States against the
Communists from 1960 to 1975. For
thisperiod, lifefor the Hmong was not
the same. They were constantly
moving again and facing a situation
similar to the trek from China to
Indochina. Families lost members,
wives|ost husbands, and children lost
aunts and uncles. As a result of
supporting the United States in this

National Night Out Poster Contest winners

The winners of the National Night
Out Poster Contest have been
announced. Children from Dayton’'s
Bluff Elementary are Joseph Hamm
and Rafael Roman, third Graders in
Ms. Kressin’s class. From the
American Indian Magnet school
winnersincluded Amoses Holton, Pa
Foua Yang, and PaKou Yang. Other
Dayton’s Bluff winners included
Stephanie Vang, Blong and Peter
Vang. Prizes included bikes, bike
helmets, DV Ds, soccer balls and gift
certificates. All childrenwho entered
received a Student Achievement
Award, acomplimentary Child’smesal
from Old Country Buffet and Ice
Cream from Culver’s.

A specia thanks goes to al the
business that donated prizes for the
contest. They include Boehm’s
Bicycles, Best Buy, Chanhassan
Dinner Theater, Culver’s, Gloria's
Jewelry, Grand Performance, Holiday
Inn (East Saint Paul), TheLittle Oven,
Old Country Buffet, Padelford Packet
Company, Perkin's, Play It Again
Sports, Science Museum of Minnesota
and Target.

The contest’s purposeisto get more
peopleinvolvedin Nationa Night Out
events on Tuesday August 3, 2004.
National Night Out is designed to
heighten awareness of crimeand drug
prevention efforts, to generate support
for and participationinlocal anticrime
programs, to strengthen neighborhood
spirit and police-community partner-
ships, and to send amessageto crimi-
nal sthat neighborhoods are organized
and fighting back.

Each year families, neighbors,
neighborhood groups, and block clubs
celebrate National Night Out with a
variety of events. Neighbors spendthe
evening getting to know neighbors.
Talk to your neighbors and find away
to celebrate National Night Out that
fitsyour neighborhood.
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Elementary School and some of theprizes. Photo by Karin DuPaul
Below: Joseph Hamm’ swinning poster .

war about thirty thousand Hmong
died.

The situation got even worse when
the United States decided to pull out
their troops from Vietham and
Southeast Asiain 1975. As soon as
the United States pulled out, Laosfell
to the Communists, and then Pro-
American Hmong became a favorite
target for the Communists. Pro-
American Hmong villages, houses, and
fieldswere burned down, the animals
were daughtered, and Hmong leaders
were chased down and killed.

Luckily, many Hmong managed to
flee through the jungles of Laos and
crossed the Mekong River to Thailand
for a short-term refuge. They waited
in refugee camps to be placed in

countriesthat would want to take them
in. The United States, Canada, and
France were among thefirst to accept
many Hmong families to their
countries. These countries are aso
first choicesfor most Hmong because
of their affiliation in Laos. Thanksto
al the churches, organizations, and
family sponsors, today there arelarge
concentration of Hmong in California,
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Colorado, and
Carolina.

Theword “Hmong”, to the Hmong,
means “blooming fertile.” In China,
Hmong isknown as*Miao” meaning
“agriculture”, to identify the first
group of people who knew how to
grow riceand corn in therice paddies.

Visit Mounds Park
for the 4" of July

Indian Mounds Park will be agreat
place to spend the extended Indepen-
dence Day weekend.

Watch The Grand Flatilla of Grand
Excursion 2004 arrive in St. Paul on
the afternoon of July 39. Nearly a
dozen paddlewhed ersand spectacular
boats, along withan“armada’ of plea-
sure craft, are expected to be in full
view from Mounds Park between 1 and
3 p.m. asthey head for Harriet Island.

Of course The Taste of Minnesota
fireworkswill bevisiblefrom thewest
end of the park each night, July 1-5
at 10:15 p.m. with a special display
on July 3towelcomethe Flatilla.
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Charlotte sWeb
auditions at the
MoundsTheatre

The heart-warming classic
Charlotte’s Web comes to life on the
stage thissummer at the Mounds The-
atre as part of the newly formed Per-
forming Arts Youth Conservatory.

Auditions are open to children in
grades 4 through 12 and will be held
on Monday July 5and Tuesday July
6, from 6to 9 p.m. Registrationisnot
necessary. Simply show up.

Actors should prepare amonol ogue
and a short musical passage.

Rehearsals will run July 7 through
August 18. Performancesare August
19 through 22.

Youth who are cast will not only
rehearse the production but will also
participatein workshops about acting,
dance, voice and auditioning. There
will be a $35 registration fee for
students accepted into the program.

If you areinterested in helping with
costumes, lights, setsor themany other
aspects of the play, please contact the
theatre.

The Mounds Theatre is located at
1029 Hudson Road, Saint Paul, MN
55106. For more information please
call 651-772-2253 or visit their
website at www.moundstheatre.org.

Grocery Give-Away

A Grocery Give-Away will take
place on Saturday, July 17 from
10:30to noon at Mounds Park United
Methodist Church, Euclid and Earl.
Free produce, dry goods and bread
itemswill be given to anyonewho can
use them. No registration or sign-up
necessary. Sponsored by United
Methodist churches on the East Side.

Editor Wanted
for the
Dayton’s Bluff
District Forum.
Fun job, no pay.
Adobe Pagemaker
experience useful.
Call
651-772-2075
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WesLinstrom isthe new owner of the Swede Hollow Cafe. Photo
by Karin DuPaul

Swede Hollow Café changes hands

Wes Linstrom is the new owner of the Swede Hollow Café at 725 East 7™
Street. Wes plansto keep things about the same and in timeincreasetheitemson
the menu and the café hours. Wes comes to the café with years of restaurant
experience and is happy to have the opportunity to own the Swede Hollow Café.

The Swede Hollow Café openeditsdoorson July 1, 1996 and isawell-known
destination drawing in people from all over the Metro area. Newspaper and
magazines have featured articles about the excellent food served at the café. In
niceweather you can dineinthe gardens next to the café. They are open Monday
through Friday from 6:30 am. to 3:00 p.m. and on Saturdaysfrom 8:00 am. to
2:00 p.m. Next time you go to the Swede Hollow Café say “Hi” to Wes and
wel come him to the neighborhood.

For Rent
One bedroom apartments in the
historic Stutzman Building. Wonder-
ful view of downtown St. Paul. Washer
and dryer. Beautifully redecorated.
New appliances. Call 651-771-2659

Dayton’s Bluff
Takea Hike

Dayton’s Bluff Take a Hike meets
on the first Saturday of every month
at 10:30 am. in Indian Mounds Park
at Earl Street and Mounds Blvd. Join
uson July 3 for the next hike.

We hike from Mounds Park through
Swede Hollow Park and then walk the
length of the Bruce Vento Recreational
Trail to its end, near Phalen Park.

The hikeisabout 6 mileswith some
moderately rough terrain. Trans-
portation will be available near
Johnson Parkway and Maryland to
return to Mounds Park or you may

MUELLER MORTUARY

PARKWAY CHAPEL

835 Johnson Parkway

at East Seventh Street
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55106

(651) 774-9797
FAX (651) 778-9677

LAKE MORTUARY

4738 Bald Eagle Avenue hike back if you wish.
at Third Street Join recreational trail supportersand
White Bear Lake, explore this recreational trail. The

paved trail runs from East 7th Street

and Payne Avenue through Swede

Hollow to Phalen Park. Dayton’s Bluff

Take a Hike started in December of

1990 and over the years hundreds of

people have attended these events.
For more info, call 776-0550.

Minnesota55110

(651) 429-4944
FAX (651) 429-7748

Call anytimefor service
or information

L earn how to start
your own business

Have you ever wanted to start your
own business? Or, have you started
one and are realizing that you need
more education to makeit successful ?
If so, sign up for the Dayton’s Bluff
Neighborhood Entrepreneur Training
and Support Program. This program
helps start-up and young businesses
on the East Side. All East Side entre-
preneurs are welcome. East Seventh
Street is a good place to have your
business. There are anumber of store-
fronts available now. Also check out
the Earl-Hudson area if you are look-
ing for business space.

The next classwill start in Septem-
ber 2004. Classroom training is eight
weeks and includestopics such as op-
erations management, marketing, fi-
nancial management, and preparing a
business plan. In addition, the class
provides approximately eight hours of
one-to-one assistance with creating a
successful business. Those who suc-
cessfully complete the course and |o-
cate their businesses in target neigh-
borhoodsare digiblefor ongoing busi-
Ness support services.

Some of the businesses that people
who took the course have started in-
clude graphics, photography, food ser-
vice, restoration of wood furnitureand
works of art, custom floral design for
weddings and events, and exterior and
interior painting. The courseis spon-
sored by the Dayton’s Bluff Commu-
nity Council and the Neighborhood
Development Center. Thereisasmall
registration fee based on adliding fee
scale. Classsizeislimited so get your
applicationintoday. Pleasecal Karin
at 772-2075 for more information or
an application.

Enter Dayton’s Bluff

garden contest

Greening Dayton’s Bluff will hold a
garden contest thissummer. Beonthe
look out for outstanding gardens in
your area. Then either email
Karin@DaytonsBl uff.org or send your
nomination to: Dayton’s Bluff District
Forum, 798 East 7" Street, Saint Paul
MN 55106. Include the address, name
of the gardener, description of garden,
your phone number and the phone
number of the gardener. The judging
will bein the late summer.

We are also looking for judges for
the garden contest. If you are
interested call Karin at 651-772-2075.

Dayton’s Bluff District Forum
798 East 7th Street

Saint Paul, MN 55106
Phone: 651-772-2075

FAX: 651-774-3510

E-mail: KarinDD@msn.com

be arranged by calling 651-772-2075.

Monthly Circulation: 6,000. Also available online at www.daytonsbluff.org This
is a publication of Hopewell Communications, Inc. and is intended to provide a
forum for the ideas and opinions of its readers and to be an instrument for
developing community awareness and pride. No material contained in this paper
may be reprinted without consent of the editor. Guest articles and letters to the
editor are welcome and may be emailed to KarinDD@msn.com or faxed to 651-
774-3510. The Dayton's Bluff District Forum is delivered to every home in the
Dayton’s Bluff area. If you live outside this area, subscriptions cost $12 and may

Board of Directors: Allen Clausen, Greg Cosimini, Robert Johnstone, Debra Vos,
and Karin DuPaul. Editor: Greg Cosimini. Layout by Greg Cosimini.
Next issue: August 2004. Deadline for material: July 10, 2004.
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Church Directory

First Lutheran Church
463 MariaAve.

St. Paul, MN 55106
651-776-7210

L ocated one block north of
Metropolitan State University
Sunday Services

8am. and 9:30 am.
Coffee & Fellowship

9:.00 am.

All arewelcomel!

N

To placeyour churchin
the Forum directory,
call 651 772-2253
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Lifealongtheriver

By Mary Petrie

After vandals stole the Indian statue
on MoundsBoulevard, our family van
was one of those vehicles slowing
downin front of the recovered, muti-
lated landmark. We shook our heads
over the stubswhere armsonce arched
skyward, full of triumph and respect.

My mother was along for the ride.
She pointed to the statue. “Ohl! | saw
thison the news.”

My eight-year old son bolted from
his standard slump, instantly energy
and attention. “ Our neighborhood was
ONnTELEVISION?

Mom nodded and recapped the 10:00
news segment.

Stryker jammed his hands in his
pockets. If he'd been walking, he
would've swaggered. “We'reon TV.
Awesome.”

Weleft the Indian behind and drove
on.

When we moved to Mounds Park
last year, our friend Paul offered a
helping hand with furniture and phi-
losophy.  If wewanted to get to know
our new neighborhood as well as the
old, he advised, attend to foot traffic.
You get theflavor and feel for acom-
munity on the ground, in the minutiae
of day to day living, asopposed to the
public and polished narratives of news-
paper, radio, and TV.

Onthe subjectsof city life, cold beer,
and seashanties, Paul israrely wrong.
So | hit the streets.  Unfortunately,
Mound Street is only four or five
blockslong, depending on how you're
counting. Not much movement except
for immediate neighbors and dog-
walkers. Theboulevard andriver bluff
are another story. You'll amost al-
waysfind company onthelong stretch
of sidewalk running alongside the
bluff, from Pacific to thetip of Burns.

| anticipated striking up conversa-
tion with the folks huffing up the hill
or sitting on benches.  Notoriously
gregarious, | nonethel essfound myself
unabletoinitiate contact. Each per-
son — from the rheumy-eyed man
standing between the burial mounds,
listening; to the teenage girl pointing
out trains to a fascinated toddler; to
the tense-looking woman who hauled
paintbrushes, canvas, and easel to the
top of the hill — seemed distant,
wrapped in asense of seclusion that’s
unusual to come by in public spaces.

Before long, | understood. People
don’'t come to the Mississippi River
bluff to be alone —you can do that in
your own kitchen (or a locked bath-
room, if necessary. Ask any mother of
small children). People come to the
bluff to bewith theriver. TheMissis-
sippi and her supporting cast of char-
acters constitute the tenor and tone of
this neighborhood as much as the
people who share the sacred spaces.

Whilethis pronouncement probably
isn't coming as much of a surprise to
longtime residents (or maybe even to
you speedier learners), | was not pre-
pared for |andscape to become such a
large part of my daily life. Until liv-
ing in Mounds Park, | had an offhand
vision of theriver asonemore obstacle
to be crossed, sort of a like a long,
leaky highway.

Now, daily, | marvel, grounded to
the earth in new ways. Foot traffic
here can mean the occasiona deer.
Twice, I’ve watched them bound
through our backyard; frequently, | see
them nose out of the trees near the
bluff. Geese peck and squawk. I've
stood below heronsand hawks. Even
the squirrels here strike me as more
exotic—all the jet-black variations
appear to have landed in this neck of
thewoods. Onawet spring morning,
the prairie is alive with birds, grass-
hoppers, mice, and rabbits; the air is
sweet with lilacs. Yarrow, coneflow-
ers, and wild roses ready stem and
petal for their turn to shine. Below,
trainsand boatsstill rely ontheir natu-
ral lifeblood, just asthey did decades
ago—the river. The city rises and
pul ses out of thewater, dependent and
dominant at once. Standing in the
middle of the buriad mounds—withthe
grass swaying and singing, with the
expanse of water and sky — | can be-
lievethat what iselementd holdsspirit.
Yes, this can be called sacred space.

Clearly, others share my perspective.

A couple of days after the Indian
statue wasrestored to itsrightful spot,
apot of yellow flowers appeared un-
derneathit.

| don’t know if the homeowners set
out theflowers. Maybe. But | liketo
think that someone like me, a neigh-
bor—part of the foot traffic—stopped
to welcome a friend home with a gift
of color and life. Of course, that little
pot of flowers won't ever make the
news. But for those of us on the
ground, that bright smattering of yel-
low infront of the statue offersthereal
tone and tenor of Mounds Park.
Mary Petrie is a Mounds Park resi-
dent who will bewriting about lifein
the neighborhood and ways to im-
prove the quality of family life.

Kinetic Kitchen Dance Series

gartsJuly 3rd at Mounds Theatre

The Mounds Theatre
and presenter Sarah
LaRose invite you to at-
tend a new tradition in
dance, the “Kinetic
Kitchen”. Thisdancese-
rieswill showcase dances
and choreography by pro-
fessional artists from the
Saint Paul and Minneapo-
lisartscommunities.

To kick off this event,
we are excited to present
CAAM Chinese Dance
Theater, the Christopher
Watson Dance Company,
Matt Jenson's New and

Slightly Used Dance,and | & '_"i,f,-';ﬁ"l _.":

solo dances choreo-
graphed
Pottinger and Sarah
Hauss. Thefirst of eight
performances to be pre-

KINETIC
KITCHEN

by Stacy ~~l--ﬂir:v- ,

sented at the Mounds
Theatreinthe next year will take place
on Sat. July 3 at 8 p.m.

We also look forward to showcas-
ing youth performersin our “Kinetic
Playground” dance series. The first
“Kinetic Playground” will take place
on Sat. Aug. 7. This concert will
showcase youth performers from the
Saint Paul, Minneapolis, Hastings and
Burnsville communities. We are ex-
cited to bring Ballareteatro Dance The-
atre, Youth Dance Ensemble,
Riverbend Dance Arts and CAAM
Chinese Dance Theater to Saint Paul
audiences.

The“Kinetic Kitchen” and “Kinetic
Playground” dance series offers a
wonderful opportunity for youth,
emerging choreographers and estab-
lished dance companies to come to-
gether to present their artistic visions.
Sarah LaRose, presenter, looks for-

ward to opportunities for both per-
formers and audiencesto enjoy dance
at the Mounds Theatre for years to
come. Audiencesfrom throughout the
metro areawill now have an ongoing
opportunity to view and enjoy dance
inthe Dayton’s Bluff neighborhood.
Ticketsfor al “Kinetic Kitchen” and
“Kinetic Playground” performances
are $10 each. Tickets may be pur-
chased at the door the night of thefirst
performance on July 3, 2004. Res-
ervations for these performances are
being taken by the theatre; please call
651-772-2253 for details.

The Mounds Theatre is located at
1029 Hudson Road. Please visit
www.moundstheatre.org for morein-
formation about this and other events
sponsored at the Mounds Theatre.
Visit www.leavehome.convkinetic for
more information about the series.

Dayton’s Bluff Recreation Center Events

Dayton’s Bluff Recreation Center
800 Conway St.

Director: Jody Griffin
jody.griffin@ci.stpaul.mn.us

Thisis a partia list of activities. For a
complete list and more information, visit
the Dayton’s Bluff Rec Center at 800
Conway St., call 793-3885 or visit:
www.ci.stpaul.mn.us/depts/parks

TOTS ARTS & CRAFT TIME

(Ages 3-5yrs)

Fridays, July 16; 10:30-11:30 am; $.50/
wk; 4 sessions

PARENT & TOT PLAY TIME
(Ages5 & under)

Mon., Wed. & Fri.; 10 am - 12 noon;
Free; On-going

RUN, JUMP & THROW

(Ages 3-5yrs)

Mon., June 21-July 25; 11 am - 12 pm;
$12; 6 sessions

ARTIST WORKSHOP

(Ages8-16 yrs.)

T/Th July 12; 10 am - 12 pm; $60; 12
sessions

BREAKDANCING

(Ages 9-17 yrs.)

Mon. & Wed., July 12; 1:30 - 3 pm;
$30; 12 sessions

TEEN CLUB

(Ages 9-14)

Tues. & Thurs.; 5-7 pm; Free; Ongoing

EAST SIDE ARTS COUNCIL ART
MOBILE

(Ages6-12yrs)

Tues, Aug. 3,10, 17; 1 - 3 pm; Free; 3
sessions

MOVIE THEME WEEK
M-Th; 3 - 5 pm; Free

July 12-15 Fish week

July 26-29 Documentary week
Aug. 9-12 Comedy week

Aug. 23-26 Cartoon week
SPORTS 101

(Ages 16 & up)

Week 1 - Baseball; Week 2 —
Basketball; Week 3 — Football; Week 4
— Soccer; Week 5—Golf; Week 6 -
Hockey

Mon., July 12; 6:30 - 7:30 pm; $4/wk;
6 sessions

WET, WILD CRAZY WATER DAYS
(Ages5-12yrs)

Th, July 15 & Aug. 19;
Free; 2 sessions
LET'S MAKE AN INSTRUMENT
(Ages4-7yrs)

M-Th, Aug. 9-12; 9:30 - 11:30 am; $8/
wk or $2/day; 4 sessions

1-2:30 pm;

BASKETBALL
M-Th, duly 19-22; 1 - 3 pm: 7-11 yrs,;
3-5pm; 12-17 yrs.; $20; 4 sessions

VOLLEYBALL

M-Th, Jduly 5-8; 12 - 2:30 pm: 13-17
yrs.; 2:30 - 5 pm: 8-12 yrs.; $20; 4
Sessions

MULTI SPORT LACROSSE CAMPS
(Lacrosse, Flag Football, Basketball)
M-Th, Aug. 2-5; 9 am - 12 pm: 6-9 yrs,
1—4 pm: 10-14 yrs.; $56; 4 sessions
FALL SPORTS REGISTRATION
Soccer, Flag Football registration will
be July 6-16. Ages5to 14. Age
groups: 6-8 yrs., 9-10 yrs,, 11-12 yrs,
13-14 yrs. Tackle Football registration
will be held at Conway Rec. Center
501-6343 and at Wilder Rec. Center
298-5727.

SHOWBOAT PRESENTATION OF
“THE MOUSETRAP”
Tues., July 20; 1:30 - 5 pm; $17

FIELD TRIPS

COMO ZOO POOL AND PICNIC
Fri., July 9; 9:30 am-3:30 pm; Fee: $5
MN LYNX BASKETBALL GAME
Wed., July 14; 11 am-3 pm; Fee: $7
INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Fri., July 16; 10 am-3:30 pm; Fee: $12
CASCADE BAY WATER PARK IN
EAGAN

Fri., July 23; 10:30 am-4:30 pm; Fee:
$11

STEPPING STONE THEATER

Fri., July 30; 11 am-1 pm; Fee: $7
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Do it yoursdf: Discovering your home'shistory

By Nick Duncan

When Amy Handford agreed to
show her home on the Dayton’s Bluff
Home Tour last month she wanted to
includeabrief history of her housefor
tour attendees. But where to begin?
Handford was fortunate in that her
home had beenincludedinahistorical
review of the Dayton’s BIuff district
donein the early 1980s, so she knew
something of it's past. “When we
bought the house all we knew wasthe
name of thefamily that had built it and
theyear it was built, “ said Handford.
“The historical review gave us some
very good information but nothing too
detailed. | talked to some family
members of the past owner and they
gave me some information but |
wanted to know more.”

Like Handford, many of us would
love to know more about the history
of our homes. When wasit built and
by whom? How much did it cost to
build? What did the original owners
do for a living? Where were they
from? What did your homelook like
100 years ago? Was the second floor
layout alwaysthat way or did someone
do some remodeling at some point?
Was that back bedroom always a
bedroom or did it used to be a pantry?
Wasthat garageoriginally ahorsebarn
or wasit built later? Remember, there
were no cars 100 years ago. By
researching the history of your home
it may be possible to answer some of
these questions.

Dayton’ s Bluff neighborhood

Most of the homes in our
neighborhood are built on a tract of
land originally developed for
residential use by land speculator
Lyman Daytoninthe 1850sand 1860s.
Dayton’s Bluff quickly grew from a
small colony of well-to-do
businessmen, who built large homes
along the ridgeline overlooking
downtown St. Paul, to amixed income
development with homes of a wide
range of styles and sizes stretching
well eastward from the river bluffs.

If you livein Dayton’s Bluff chances
are that your home was built in the
later part of the 1800s or early in the
1900swith the oldest homesgenerally
being located nearer the Bluff itself.
In the late 1800s Dayton’s Bluff was
considered one of the preeminent
neighborhoods in St Paul. Many of
thecity’smost wealthy and influencial
citizens called Dayton’s Bluff home.
Thisincluded Railroad magnet James
J. Hill who resided on Dayton’s Bluff
inthe 1890swhile hisfamousmansion
on Summit Avenue was being
completed. At the same time, the
1880s saw St Paul’s population
explode. Aninflux of immigrantsfrom
Germany, Ireland, and Scandinavia
flooded into the city. Many of these
new Americans aso built homes on
Dayton’s Bluff, although, at a much
more modest level than their wealthy
counterparts.

Thediversity inhome sizeand home
style is easily Dayton’s Bluff’s most
noticeable architectural characteristic.
Takeaquick drive down any streetin
our neighborhood and it will quickly

become apparent that Dayton’s Bluff
istruly amelting pot of architectural
style. One notices that on virtualy
every block thereare one or two large
Victorian style homes sandwiched
between avariety of smaller housesin
an assortment of architectural styles
and characteristics. But, regardless
of your home'ssize or grandeur, there
isavery good chancethat it hasarich
and interesting history.

Getting started

So how do you begin your house
history research? There are avariety
of resources availableright herein St
Paul. We talked to some expertsand
have outlined some resources for
beginning your research.

Building permits

“The best starting point when re-
searching your home'shistory iswith
the building permit,” says Jim
Sazevich, St Paul’ s preeminent House
Historian. From 1883 forward every
house built in the city of St Paul re-
quired abuilding permit. 90% of these
permits still exist. The building per-
mitsincludeinformation on everything
from dates of construction, original
dimensionsof the house, and additions
to the house. The Ramsey County
Historical Society now holdsthe per-
mits. But, in order to obtain acopy of
the original building permit for your
home, you must first get the Building
Permit number and year of construc-
tion from the City of St. Paul License-
Inspectionsand Environmental Protec-
tion Office (LIEP) at 350 St. Peter
Street, Suite 330, in downtown St.
Paul.

Onceyou have obtained the Building
Permit number and date call 651-222-
0701 to request the copy. The Ramsey
County Historical Society charges a
$12.00 fee for each permit copy you
request.

Abstracts/Deeds

Another important source for
discovering the history of your house
isthe home'sabstract. The abstract is
the document that records all legal
transactions associated with a given
property. A lot of valuableinformation
can be gained just by examining the
abstract. Not only can you find out
who owned acertain house, when and
for how long, but many timesyou can
also find out who built the house and
if and/or when it has undergone
extensiverenovations. It'savery good
sourceto begin to find out more about
the people who once inhabited your
home. Most people were given the
abstract of their home upon its
purchase. If you' reahomeowner you
aready have access to your homes
abstract. If your home does not have
an abstract and is Torrens property,
you can look up documents pertaining
to the history of your home and lot at
the Ramsey County Property Records
and Revenue Department at 50 West
Kellogg Blvd.

City directories
Therearecity directoriesfor St. Paul
going back as far as 1856. These

directories are far more than your run
of themill telephonebooks. They list
the names of all the adults in a
household along with their professions.
From 1929 forward the city directories
even “crossindex” so onecanlook up
a listing by address not just the last
name of the occupant. These
directories are a great source if you
want to know more about the past
ownersof your home. The Minnesota
Historical Society Library has St Paull
Directories going back to the 1860s.
They also have an early but selective
directory, the Dual City Blue Book,
which also has areverse index. The
Library has those directories for the
years 1885-1923. The MNHSLibrary
is located in the Minnesota History
Center at 345 Kellogg Blvd andisopen
to the public. It is the single best
resource for discovering your home's
history.

Census records

If the city directories don’t provide
enough information on the past
residents of your home maybeit’'stime
to check out the censusrecords. Every
tenyearsfrom 1790 forward therewas
a federal census taken across the
county. For the years 1850 to 1930
these censusrecords are on microfilm
at the Minnesota Historical Society
Library.

Tracey Baker, MNHS Librarian and
resident House History expert
encourages researchers to look at the
censusfor their house. “Inthe census
you'll learn about how many people
lived in your house, where they and
their parentswere born, their agesand
occupations, “ says Baker. “It's
amazing to discover that ahouse you
consider cozy was once a hometo a
family of eight children.” She adds.

Plat/Insurance maps

Over the years there has been a
number of detailed maps of St Paul.
Thesemaps, mostly madeby insurance
companieslikethe Sanborn Company,

include detailed drawings of every
structurewithinthecity. Thisincludes
the Dayton’s Bluff area. If you want
to seethefootprints of your home 100
years ago, if you want to know if the
porch was originally open, thisisthe
placetolook. Again, these maps are
available on microfilm at the MHS
Library.

Newspapers

Over the years St Paul has been
hometo avariety of newspapers. This
includes citywide papers along with
local community papers. Sazevich
points out that included in the pages
of many of these newspapers are a
variety of articles that can be very
helpful in your home history research.
Events such as births and deaths are
recorded and, in many cases, new
buildings and even the doings of
certain local architects were reported
on. Again, these papersare available
on microfilm at the MNHS Library.

Photos

The Minnesota Historical Society
has photographs of many houses. To
search the collection you can visit the
Library or view their Visual Resources
Database online (http://collections.
mnhs.org/visualresources). The
Ramsey County Historical Society
also has some photographs of the
neighborhood. If at al possible, talk
to previous owners, neighborsor long
time Dayton’sBIuff residents. There's
a good chance your home made the
background of at least a couple of
pictures in someone’s family photo
collection.

This certainly is not acomplete list
of sourcesfor researching your home's
history but hopefully it will offer a
good stepping off point for you to
begin your work. Most of these
resources are free and open to the
public. The Minnesota Historical
Society Library isopen Tuesday 12-8
and Wednesday thru Saturday 9-4.

Historic Lathauser Lofts

The Leithauser Building at 800 East
3 Street was recently sold to
Michlitsch Builderswho plantototally
upgradethe building into six one- and
two-bedroom condominiums. They
will build agarage onthe sidelot with
two more condominiumsaboveit. The
name of the project is Historic
Leithauser Lofts.

The Leithauser Building had been
vacant and for sale for a number of
years. When architect Bob Roscoe
was leaving a meeting at the
Powderhorn Community Council in
Minneapolisheasked Leon Michlitsch
if hiscompany would beinterestedin
renovating ahistoric building in Saint
Paul. Roscoe and Michlitsch have
known each other for over twenty
years and worked together on a
number of projects. Leon and his
brother Marvin are the owners of
Michlitsch Builders, which has been
renovating and building homes for

over twenty years. Roscoe is no
stranger to Dayton’s Bluff. He has
worked with Historic Saint Paul and
onanumber of Dayton’sBluff historic
homes projects. Roscoe and Karen
Gjerstad are the architects for the
Historic Leithauser Lofts.

A little history about the L eithauser
building: Dayton’s Bluff resident and
architect/contractor Matt Leithauser
built the Victorian building in 1887.
The building had two commercial
businesses on the first floor and
apartments on the second. Matt
L eithauser was head of the contracting
firm of Leithauser, Fortmeyer, and
Hilger. Matt and his two brothers
immigrated to Saint Paul from
Germany. The Leithauser families
lived at 893 and 895 Fremont for many
years.

Construction on Historic L eithauser
L ofts should begin in July and be
completed in February 2005.
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Meet Joanna, your new

Dayton’s Bluff Librarian

Thisarticlewasoriginally featuredin
The Friends of the Saint Paul Public
Library Newsletter, Summer 2004. It
isreprinted here with permission.

You may recognize Joanna Brookes
as the librarian who drove the
Bookmabile. She will now be the
friendly face greeting you at the new
Dayton’s Bluff Branch Library.

Joanna is a third-generation
librarian. “When | was a little kid, |
spent a lot of time in libraries. My
mother is alibrarian-she’s now alaw
librarian in Hennepin County. My
grandmother wasachildren’slibrarian
in Wichita, Kansas. | guess libraries
are in my blood.” She received her
Mastersin Library Science from the
University of Wisconsin, and began
working at the Saint Paul Public
Library in 1997.

In 2001, she left to live in
Manchester, England for a year with
her husband, working in libraries
overseasaswell. “It'salittle different
there. For one, there aren’t as many
modern amenitiesaswe have here, like
publicinternet access. They alsodon’t
have as many new books, but they did
treat them with slightly more care,
using thicker book jackets, not as
disposable asours.”

What does she miss most about
England? “Their amazing gardens.
And the countryside.” Not that she
drove; she let her husband, a native
Brit, handle the driving. “I was
petrified of driving there, but after
driving the 2-ton, 30 foot-long

Bookmobile, | think | might beableto
handleit now.”

She and her husband moved back
because she missed Saint Paul, and
better opportunities were available
here. They moved into their new house
just ayear ago.

On her bookshelves, you' Il find titles
by Bill Bryson, Po Bronson, Anne
Tyler, and lan McEwan. *“And
mysteries. Anything suspenseful.” In
good weather, you might find her
working in her garden. “Weinherited
the garden with thehouse. And sincel
haven’'t managed to kill anything off,
I’mwilling to keep working at it.”

She's also a novice chef, enjoying
making pizzasfrom scratch and trying
out new soup recipes. “I picked up
this daily soup cookbook from the
library’sdiscard pile. It just looked like
an interesting book. | haven't had a
bad recipe yet!” Especially tasty, she
says, are the recipes for the Mexican
tortilla soup—really spicy—and the
corn chowder.

Asthe new Dayton’s Bluff manager,
Joanna is most excited about the
partnership with Metropolitan State
University and the chance to work
under the same roof and share the
collection. She's looking forward to
meeting the families and students of
Dayton’s Bl uff.

What is something that might
surprise people about librarians?“We
don’'t expect peopleto be quiet al the
time!” So come and visit the new
Dayton’s Bluff branch, and don’t be
afraid to shout out a warm welcome
to the new library manager.

JULY

July 14: Amazing Jeffo
(magic)

July 21: Diane Gasch
(puppets)

July 28: Black Storytellers Alliance
(storytelling}

Summer Reading Fun at the new Dayton’s

Bluff Branch Library
BASE. 7" .
651-793-1699
Wednesdays at 10:30 am.

July 7: Half Pint and Oscar (clowns)

AUGUST
August 4: Norm Barnhart (magic)
August 11: Julie’'s Traveling Story
Bag (storytelling)
August 18: Rusty’s Rockin' Jam-
boree (music)
August 25: Ten Penny Tunes
(music)

Welcometo the Dayton’s
Bluff Branch Library

This article was originally featured in The Friends of the Saint Paul Public
Library Newsletter, Summer 2004. It is reprinted here with permission.

Saint Paul Public Library’s newest branch, Dayton’'s Bluff, opened on May
10. It features a large, family-friendly collection of books and materials, with
approximately 70 percent of it geared towards families and young children.

The Dayton’s Bluff Branch Library shares its home with the new library of
Metropolitan State University on East Seventh Street and Mounds Boulevard.
A specia card will be issued to neighborhood residents who wish to use
Metropolitan State Library services and collections. University students will
al so benefit from accessto the popular materialsand children’sservicesavailable
through the Dayton’s Bluff Branch.

The collection at Dayton’s Bluff has had a huge boost due to the fundraising
effortsof The Friends|[of the Saint Paul Public Library]. Wewould liketo thank
the F. R. Bigelow Foundation, the Mardag Foundation, and the Saint Paul
Foundation for contributing $200,000 for collection purchases and funding a
new Homework Center, scheduled to open later thisyear.

The collection at Dayton’s Bluff has alot to offer families and students. The
children’scollection has awide selection of picture books, rhyming and phonetic
books, and storytime kits targeting babiesto children age 5. Non-fiction books
areavailable on subjects such as space, dinosaurs, pets, dancing and other exciting
topics.

Theteen collection features fiction and non-fiction topics such as health, cars
and college exams. Over athird of the teen collection is dedicated to graphic
novels-anew, contemporary format combining visual art, narrative and dial ogue.

In the adult collection, the largest portion serves new immigrants and non-
English speakers with topics such as GED and citizenship preparation, guides
on money management, employment, housing and more. Thelibrary also hasan
amplelarge-print book collection.

Of course, you'll find the usual library materials here-magazines, CDs, DVDS.
The library is thrilled to offer the community the latest in technology such as
free Internet access and info-packed databases. Exciting children’s events and
author readings are on tap, so be sure to check the library’s latest news at
www.sppl.org.

Mark your calendars. The Grand Opening for both the Dayton’s Bluff and
Metropolitan State librarieswill be held on Saturday, October 9. It promisesto

beamemorabletime!

Dayton’s Bluff Restaurant Review

Samai Asian Restaurant

80 E. ™. 651-771-2807

By Nachee Lee

The other day someone dropped off
aflyer at my office door. It was the
Samai Asian Restaurant take-out
menu. | looked over the menu and
decided to giveit atry.

When | was there, the waitress
greeted me kindly with asmile. She
asked mewherel would liketo sit, and
| chosethewindow table, looking out
the street across from the 3M Cam-
pus. She handed me the menu, and |
looked over it and decided to try the
vermicelli salad or item V$4.

It has grilled chicken, egg roll, and
rice noodle with veggies and mild
sauces. Thedishlooked just right and
appealingto eat. | gave abiteto taste
it beforefinishing thebowl. Tome, it
wasvery tasty and fulfilling because|
like the mild sauces with grilled
chicken. Theeggroll added tothedish
was quite tasty too. The shell gives
that crispy crunch taste and has just
enough meatsand veggiesinside. I'm
aperson who likesto watch what | eat
and maintain agood diet. | find this
dish just right for me. The dish cost
me $6.25 plus drinks and tips.

My second timethere, | ordered the
hot and spicy chicken. | asked the
waitressto makeit mild soit wouldn't

upset my stomach. Though | have
eaten pretty hot and spicy food, | didn’t
want to upset my stomach when try-
ing something new. Thehot and spicy
chicken looks orange-yellow with on-
ion and hot pepper sauces. It comes
with a bowl! of rice on the side. In-
stead of eating them separately | mixed
thericewith the hot and spicy chicken.
It wasjust like homemade to me.

| have not tried every dish they have
on the menu, but | find these dishes
tasty and appetizing. Since the
vermicelli salad is alighter dish, it's
better served during lunch and the
heavier hot and spicy chicken would
be best at dinner.

| give Samai Asian Restaurant four
stars out of fivefor their friendly ser-
vice, food quality and taste. It aso
has a great variety of Asian dishes:
Chinese, Thai, and Vietnamese. The
prices aren’t that bad, ranging from
$2.95 to $10.95, and the drinks are
only abuck each. Parking is a prob-
lem, as there is street parking only.
Also, the businesslocation isnot eas-
ily visible from the street.

If you are in the neighborhood and
looking for Asianfood on East 7th St.,
| recommend the Samai Restaurant.

Advertise in the Dayton’ s Bluff District
Forum -- Call 651-772-2075
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The Clothes Line -- True Colors

By Sarah Ryan

On July 4, 2002, National Public
Radio’s Neal Conan asked New
Orleans-born trumpet player Wynton
Marsalis about how he could look so
cool, dressed as he was for the
performance he was about to givein
New York City’s Battery Park across
from the Statue of Liberty. Marsalis,
artistic director of the Lincoln Center
Jazz Orchestra, answered this way:
“That’s part of our music. It's
important for us to be clean and to
represent ourselves well. And to
understand that there are some things
that you want to maintain in your
culture. Some things you want to
change. But some things you want to
maintain. And one is the seriousness
and respect for your audience and for
your profession.” He explained that
having grown up in Louisiana's heat
and humidity, he actually likes the
steamy weather.

The orchestra was performing for
free that day at the “Still Standing
Strong” concert, part of thecity’sfirst
Independence Day celebration since
theterrorist attacks that destroyed the
World Trade Center towers on
September 11, 2001. The musicians
were wearing crisp blue and white
striped shirts, dark neckties accented
with red, khaki pants, and navy blue
suspenders. | heard the live broadcast
of the concert on my kitchenradio. The
music reminded me of thetimes| had
livedinNew Orleansandin New York
City. | miss the Southern climate and
just about everything else about New
Orleans. New York has alot to offer,
too. The World Trade Center was the
last city landmark | visited before
moving to St. Paul in the early 1990s.
But the part of the broadcast that
impressed me the most was the way
the musician explained his manner of
dress.

Asclothing and accessories bearing
U.S. flagmotifsproliferated on awave
of national emotion in the months
following the September 11 attacks, |
found myself reflecting on thosethings
in our culture that are worth
maintaining and what there is that
needs to change. When United States
President George W. Bush announced
on May 24, 2004 that his
administration, “asafitting symbol of
Irag’'s new beginning,” will seek the
permission of an autonomous Iragi
government to demolish the Abu
Ghraib prison outside of Baghdad, he
was acknowledging something in the
human culture that needs to change.
The President was responding to
reports that U.S. military personnel
had tortured and humiliated their
prisonersthere. One of thetacticsU.S.
forces used against their prisoners at
Abu Ghraib, afacility that had been a
scene of torture under Saddam
Hussien's regime also, was to strip
them of their clothes.

New York City’s clothing designers
stage trend-setting “Fashion Weeks”
every year in early February, when
they present previews of their fall
collections, and again in early
September when they introduce what
they have in store for the coming
spring. In February 2001, French-born

women'’s fashion designer Catherine
Malandrino, who is said to adore
“everything Americana,” rekindled
fashion’'sloveaffair with the stars-and-
barstheme by carrying it to new levels
of audacity with wardrobe selections
that lent U.S. flag imagery anin-your-
face attitude. One example: a dress,
slightly gathered at the back of the
waist, that looksliketwo piecesof Old
Glory stitched together and slashed in
the center to create a deep, wide V
neckline when draped poncho-style
over themodel. A singlewhite star on
a patch of navy blue accents the
hemlinethat fallsjust above the knee.

The following month, United
Nations (UN) Secretary General Kofi
Annan honored Wynton Marsalis, the
bandleader, Grammy Award winning
recording artist, and Pulitzer Prize
winning composer by appointing him
as a UN Ambassador for Peace. The
duty, according to Mr. Marsalis,
entails“coming up with ideasthat you
think might hel p the cause of elevating
humanity, and drawing attention to
things that are inhumane, and to
injustice. Using whatever resources
you haveto beapart of the ascendance
of humanity, instead of the decline.”
Marsalis's priorities are fighting
racism and promoting education. His
greatest resource is the New Orleans
jazz culture. As he explained in an
interview for the Academy of
Achievement in January 1991, the
band functions like a democracy.
“Each person hastheright to play what
they want to play, but theresponsibility
to play something that makes
everybody else sound good.”

Days before the September 11 attacks,
fashion designers launched another
Fashion Week. Catherine Malandrino,
recognizing that sometimes “the seen-it-
all fashion crowd needs to be taken out
of its element,” debuted her spring
collection on Sunday, September 9 at the
Apollo Theater in New York City’s
Harlem district, apredominantly African
American and immigrant neighborhood.
The Apollo isfamous for its history asa
venue for great jazz performers — an
ideal backdrop for her swingy runway
show of 1940s-style pant suits, dresses,
and gowns. After the towers fell that
Tuesday morning, the rest of the Fashion
Week shows were rescheduled or
cancelled and the already brisk demand
for flag fashions exploded. Clothing
retailers donated supplies and profits
fromthe sales of their newly stocked flag-
motif inventories to the relief efforts.

At the time of the attacks, Wynton

Marsalis, who aways irons his clothes
before he goes on stage, was on the road
with his orchestra's “ United We Swing”
tour. He told Cleveland Public Radio’s
Bobby Jackson in an October 2001
interview that “there’'s a strange thing
about thistour. | pick out the tour music.
| have to pick out about 105 songs to
travel with. Before we went on this tour,
and that was before September 11, for
some reason | put “Stars and Stripes
Forever” in the book and we never play
that.... | remember picking out this song
and saying to myself, ‘“Why am | picking
out this song because we'll probably
never play it."” Things turned out
differently.
Sarah Ryan lives in Dayton’s Bluff. You
can reach her at sr@lakecast.comor at
the Dayton’s Bluff District Forum, 798
E. 7th Sreet, &. Paul, MN 55106
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Elder’sWisdom, Children’s Song

Karin DuPaul issurrounded by Ms. Krh’stytoﬁ’sBluff Elementary

third gradeclass. They proudly display the quilt they madefor Karin.

By Karin DuPaul, Dayton’s Bluff
Community Organizer

Thisisthethirdin aseriesof articles
about the Elder’sWisdom, Children’s
Song project under the leadership of
Larry Long at Dayton’s Bluff
Elementary School. The students
worked on the state standards for
speaking, listening, reading and writing
during the process. Larry Long led the
children asthey practiced interviewing
skillsand talked about theimportance
of learning and respecting the elders
of thecommunity.

| went to visit the class and thank
the children for the beautiful job they
did when they chose meastheir elder.
Thechildrenread their story about me
and sang the song about me*“ Pick Up,
Pick Up”. The children said they had
abig surprisefor me. They givemea
present wrapped in paper that reminded
them about National Night Out. Inside
was a beautiful quilt that they made
for me. Each child had created asguare
to represent parts of my life. Thisisa
wonderful gift that will awaysremind
me of the wonderful experience | had
with Ms. Kressin's third grade class.
Thenwehad cookiesand juiceand the
children showed me some of their
schoolwork.

Interview

My nameisKarin Dorothy DuPaul.
I am named after my great
grandmother, who came from Sweden.
My middle name Dorothy came from
my aunt. | was born November 27,
1943. Every four or five years my
birthday is on Thanksgiving. Instead
of having birthday cake | have
pumpkin pie.

| was bornin South Dakota. | lived
onafarm. Wehad agardenand | liked
to pick fresh carrots and radishes. We
washed them at thewell house, and ate
them. We had chickens, sheep and one
cow. We sold milk to the neighbors.
When we came home from church on
Sunday wewould have chicken dinner.
| thought thelittle chicken housewould
make a great playhouse, but my
grandpadidn’t think so.

When | was four and a half we
moved to St. Paul. My house looked
like a barn. People called it the barn
house. My family included my mom
and dad, three sistersand two brothers.
| went to Hancock School in the
midway area of St. Paul. | liked art

and recess. Theschool hadtall ceilings
and dark wood. | felt small inthat big
building with all those people around.
| went to Hancock from kindergarten
through the eighth grade. Then | went
to Wilson High Schoal. In high school
my favorite subject was history.

| guess typing was fun in the old
days, we had typewriters instead of
computers. | worked intheofficeat a
lumberyard. That is where | met my
husband. We got marriedin 1965. We
bought a house in the Summit
University area. Then my daughter
Angiewasborn. | did daycarefor five
families. We moved to Dayton’s Bluff
in 1977.

Over the years | have worked on
many projects around the
neighborhood. | wrote the first
walking tour booklet because | wanted
everyoneto seethat Dayton'sBluff is
agreat place to live. | got interested
in the history of the area and wrote
more booklets so others could learn
the history. We formed agroup called
Upper Swede Hollow Neighborhood
Association. | also belong to agroup
called Friends of Swede Hollow. We
take care of the parks in the area.

I work at the Dayton’s Bluff
Community Council. We started a
newspaper so people can have pride
about the placethey live. Wea so help
people organize block clubs. Block
clubswork together on projects. One
project they work onisNational Night
Out. Itisaspecia night that happens
every August. Neighbors get together
and celebrate the good thingsthat are
happening.

Words of Advice: Reach out to
people. Treat people with respect.
Make the effort to go and introduce
yourself to your neighbors. Start a
block club that workstogether to make
the neighborhood better and build a
true community.

Song
“Pick Up, Pick Up”
(Inspired by Ms. Karin DuPaul)

| was born in South Dakota
Lived with my grandparents
when Dad went to war
When he came home
moved to Minnesota

From a small town

to the small town of St. Paul

ELDER, page 8
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Quick Fix New World Monetary System

By Glen Mansfield

In my many yearsresearching the cause
of manmade atrocities | discovered
hunger and economic strife to be the
primary causes of most past and present
crimes, revolutions and wars. In view of
this and in light of the well planned
method used to cause the horrific results
of the 9-11 terrorist attack on our nation
| was sure there was more to the attack
than what President George W. Bush said,
"They did it to disrupt our way of living.”

With doubts of our president’s
truthfulness, | began searching for amore
realistic causeto the attack and discovered
that prior to the attack many leaders of
developing countries, some with
delinquent loansto our nation’s financial
institutions located in the now downed
Twin Towers, told of hunger and
economic strifeand asked for moreloans,
but their requests were denied. This
refusal led me to believe that hunger and
economic strife is what fueled the 9-11
attack.

My suspicions were reinforced when a
year after the attack an Arabic man with
broken English called aradio talk show
and stated, " The Pentagon was hit
because that’swhere war plans are drawn
and the World Trade Center was hit
because of world hunger and economic
strife and sanctions which add to that
hunger and strife”.

Many believe the rich are responsible
for world hunger and economic strife but
that’s not entirely so. The primary cause
of world hunger and economic strife
stems from the inadequately structured
monetary system in which money is
backed by precious metals, resources and
productivity. Such backing, of which
many countries havelittle or none of, thus
produce hunger and economic strife for
many people in those countries.

Also as a result of this inadequate
structure there not only are many more
people than jobs but many existing jobs
pay wages far below the cost of living,
thus hunger, homel essness and economic
strife among the many unemployed and
working poor. Inadditionto al the above,
NAFTA doesn’'t work as seen in many
companies relocating to other countries,
to reap the bounty of cheaper labor, lower
taxes and so on.  Also, our own method
of tax and spend is also afailure as seen
in the many service and program cuts. In
additionto all of the above, money breeds
many murders, such as murder for
insurance, murder for inheritance and
murder so the crime victim doesn't tell
who did it.

To begin the end of all economic strife
and monetary suffering, I, an inventor of
life saving devices, also invented a quick
fix modification to the monetary system
which works for all people al the time
and sent it to President George W. Bush
asking that he not seek revenge nor war
but that he and all |eaders recognize the
plight of theworld’s needy and recognize
the inadequate structure of the monetary
system as being largely responsible for
that plight. Upon thisrecognition | asked
that all leaders diligently work to enact
my proposed quick fix New World
Monetary System in which money is no
longer backed by preciousmetal resources
nor productivity but backed on the well
being of mankind, thus an abrupt end to
world hunger and economic strife.
Modifying the monetary system, | wrote,
is feasible and workable.

Case in point: Long ago when world
leaders realized that the barter system
didn’t work they created the monetary
system. Through the centuries the world
wide monetary system has been
restructured many times to become the

ill structure we have today causing a
magnitude of suffering by a multitude of
people.

In spite of all the economic suffering
above, and knowing that violence only
begets more violence and that terrorism
will only end upon the resolution of
discontent, President George W. Bush
trash canned my peace proposal and set
theworld on anon-ending course of many
more deaths and destruction.

In view of thisand the fact that none of
the candidates running can change
anything, | find it necessary to seek the
elective office of President.

In holding that office, | will invite all
leaders to swiftly work with me in
modifying the monetary systemin which
money is no longer backed by materia
things as it is today but backed on the
well being of mankind. This backing of
their New World Monetary System will
open the doors to a New World Bank.

Oncethe Bank iscreated, world leaders,
after their fiscal tax and spend, can submit
their countries’ domestic economic
shortfalls to the governors of the Bank
who will print and grant the money
requested. Money from the Bank will
assist leaders and the public in paying off
all debts owed in the old system of today,
and will enable leaders of developing
countriesto buy goodsfromindustrialized
nations in order to modernize their
countries thus ensuring jobs and a strong
economy in al countries.

Money from the Bank will also enable
leaders to provide the public with free
education plus affordable dental and
medical. The Bank will also enable
leaders to enact a full employment
program plus provide supplemental
checks for today’s low-income earners
thus increasing their income to meet the
cost of living, thusan abrupt end toworld
hunger and economic strife, thus a great
reduction in today’s many crimes,
terrorist acts, revolutions and wars.

Whileworld |eaders are working on the
details of the New World Monetary
System, | will enact my conventional
platform in which the government will
do more to assist inventors with
designing, manufacturing and marketing
their product or device. Thus many new
consumer goods will be created which
will spur consumer spending, thus jobs
and a strong economy.

My platform also addresses the world’s
exceedingly high population and urges
planned parenthood. It also calls for an
end to the development of virgin lands
and calls for total recycling and has an
aggressive energy and transportation
program.

My platform also calls for the people
of Palestineand | sragl to seek not revenge
but afuturein dividing theland in dispute
so dl canlivein peace asgood neighbors.
As for Irag, the people who want to
govern the country should write their
platform for the office sought and let the
people vote. Assuming there is peace
throughout the campaign process, U.S.
troops should pull out and stay out aslong
asthereis peace.

With Best Wishes for World Peace,
Glen Mansfield

Dayton’s Bluff resident, inventor and
former candidate for mayor of S.Paul

Meet the Candidate
Join Glen Mansfield for an
Afternoon of Entertainment and
Enlightenment
Sunday July 11, 2004
2p.m. Free
Mounds Theatre
1029 Hudson Road
Saint Paul, MN 55106

Writer Susan Williams- no happily ever after

By J. Wittenberg

When | sat down with thewriter Ms.
Susan Williams to characterize her
fictional stories, shetold methey were
“happy as hell.”

Indeed, one review trumpeted their
prevalence of gloom. Her most recent
work involves a biracial man falling
inloveat mid-life.

“1 would have an easier time getting
published if my stories had happier,
lighter endings,” Ms. Williams said.
The Great River Review recently
published her fictionin April.

Since 1988, Ms. Williams has been
teaching at our own dear Metropolitan
State University, including freshman
writing, the short story, and
introduction to creative writing. She
has also instructed at the Loft on and
off for the past 5 years. Her writing
has been published by Nimrod Press,
and in 2003, she placed 2™ in that
publication’sannual fiction contest.

“They flew medownto Tulsa, where
| was wined and dined,” Susan said,
before adding — “ | visited the rich
homes of would-bewriters.”

It turns out a New York agent read
her story in Nimrod and wasinterested
in her work, but concluded at | ast that
it was “too dark and disturbing.”

“There’s no money in short stories,
unlessit isanovel in stories,” Susan
declared.

Ms. Williams has al so published her
poetry in New Rivers Pressin 1987,
and she won the MN Voices Award
with her collection called Dying Old
and Dying Young.

Ms. Williamsisalso currently inthe
mix to win the ‘Fish Contest’ in
County Cork Ireland. Indeed, this
woman’swork has Continental reach!

Susan’s greatest inspirations are
AliceMunro, Joan Didion, and Roland

Flint. She received her Masters of
English at the U of M, where she has
also taught at the night school. Ms.
Williamshasworked in businessasan
editor, and she's performed weekly
book reviews for Minneapolis Public
Radio, from 1987-92, before returning
to teaching at Metropolitan State.

Of her students today at
Metropolitan State, she said — “It is
the unlikely ones who often turn out
to be very talented writers; the ones
who don’t think they’re all that good.
But writing overall, is not improving
with the personal computer. Out of an
average of 22 students in a writing
class, two or three have areal spark.
Most do not write very well, it's a
wholedifferent eranow.”

Susan mentioned that more public
readings should be offered at
Metropolitan State, but conceded that
“building an audience is a slow
process.” She suggested that our fine
paper should be the steadfast
announcer of such events. Indeed, with
al cultural differences aside, for any
community’s true progress to be
declared, literature and literacy must
take a higher placein our daily lives.

Ms. Williams is forging on as a
writer and | hope more accolades come
her way. Sheisappearing againinthe
spring/summer issue of the Great
River Review, which contains her
latest work called The Visit. |
recommend you seek out her work at
any independent bookstores, which do
need your business. And indeed, delve
into the new Metropolitan State
library, and see if this fine new
resource offers any of her work.

“I’mdying to retire,” Susan
declared. “The sooner the better. |
want moretimejust to write.”

CREATIVE SERVICES

Full Service Lawn Maintenance
Spring/fall clean-ups, weekly service
Commercial/residential; reasonablerates.
FAMILY OWNED and OPERATED
(651) 224-2349

Leo’s Chow Man

We specialize in Chow Mein,
Fried Rice,
Egg Foo Young

Dine In or Take Out
L unch Buffet
11am.-1p.m.
$4.25

Hours 11:00 am. - 7:30 p.m.
6 Days a Week
1059 Hudson Road
(651) 771-0305
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Marian Center honorsWW I| veteransat speC|aI ceremony

There wasn't a dry eye during the
playing of Taps. These courageous men
and women, who fought in World War
I, wiped away tears during an emo-
tional tribute held at HealthEast Care
Center and Residence - Marian of St.
Paul at 200 Earl Street. It was stand-
ing room only at the special Memorial
Day ceremony honoring about 50
WWII veteranswho live at the Marian
Center and Residence.

Their frail hands clung tightly to the
American flag, which they so bravely
struggled to defend 60 yearsago. These
veterans, who fought on the beaches of
Normandy to the battlefieldsin the Pa-
cific, sat side by side, many in wheel-
chairsandin poor health. Among them:
ageneral, acook, agunner, amedic, a
nurse and a pilot. They are among the
rank of 73,000 remaining WWII veter-
ansin Minnesota.

Commander of the Minnesota Air
National Guard, Brigadier General
Mark Ness, told the veterans gathered
at Marian, “You answered thecall. You
gaveserviceto your country. Thiscoun-
try isstronger because of you. You are
the heroes among us.” One by one, he
called out their names during a special
roll call and they were handed aflag.
They also observed amoment of silence
for the veterans from the Marian Cen-
ter who had died.

During the ceremony, they gave a
send-off for Catherine “Kay”
Brueggeman, aMarianindependent-liv-
ing resident and WWII veteran.
Brueggeman was a Lieutenant in the

Army Corps of Nurses and served at
thefront linesduring WWII. ThisMe-
morial Day, she was privileged to be
an honoree at the World War |1 Memo-
rial dedication ceremony in Washing-
ton, D.C. on May 29. During Kay’s
visit, First Lady LauraBush gave Kay
apersonal tour of the White House.

Brueggeman told her fellow veterans
a Marianthat aslong asshelivesshe'll
remember the casualties she treated
from aGerman prison camp. Herewere
young men whose legs and arms had
been amputated by the Germans be-
cause the men had complained about a
sore foot or an arm injury. She said,
“This cruelty of war has stayed with
meall theseyears.”

Other veterans shared their wartime
memoriesaswell. Oneveteran recalled
how they picked him off the battlefield
and told him hewould never liveto see
his grandchildren. The aging veteran
told the group at Marian that he sure
“fooled them.”

During the special event, the local
veterans watched videos of WWII
battles, listened to music fromthe 1940s
and enjoyed snacks reminiscent of that
era, including aspecia cakemadefrom
aWorld War |1 recipewithout butter or
€ggs.

HealthEast Care System is a communi-
ty-focused, non-profit health care system.

Locally owned and operated, Health-

East isthe largest health care provider in
the Twin Cities' East Metro area with

approximately 7,500 employeesand more  T0p: Br|gad|er General Mark Ness, Commander, MN Air National Guard

than 1,300 physicians on staff.

with Catherine “Kay” Brueggeman. Above: WWII Veteran Rudy Schovanec.

Volunteering at the
Marian Center

We are seeking caring individuals of
all agesand groupsto spend sometime
with our Elders. Whether you have an
hour or two, or several hours of time
you can donate per month, we' dloveto
hear fromyou. Here' swhat we currently
haveto offer:

Visiting or reading 1 to 1 with our Elders
Beauty Shop Helpers

Chapel ServicesHelpers

Recreation Programs Assistants for

Arts and Crafts and/or Group

Activities
Musical Entertainers (singers, play the

piano or organ, or any musical

instrument)
Men’s Discussion Group L eader
Grocery Shopping Helper
And so much more!

Areyou aHigh School student? You
can get credit for volunteering! Many
schools require a number of hours in
“Community Service’. By volunteering
at our facility, youwill get extracredit,
gain experiencein Senior Care, contrib-
ute to the community and have fun ...
all at the sametime.

Volunteering isvery rewarding to ev-
ery oneof all agesand opensopportu-
nitiesyou never dreamed of .

If you are interested in joining our
wonderful team of volunteers, please
contact Robert Johnstone, Volunteer
Services Coordinator at (651) 793-
2116.

Have a safe and sane
4th of July!

Thank you from the Community Council

The Dayton’s Bluff Community Council’s computer crisisis solved. For the
past several weeks, staff computers were ineffective and not working. Thanks
go out to Deluxe Carpet Company on East Seventh Street and a few other
neighborhood businesses for making monetary contributions to help the
organization purchase new and upgraded computers and parts. With the new
and efficient computers, staff are able to go back to their normal operation.

The Dayton’s Bluff District 4 Community Council isacommunity-based non-
profit organization located in Dayton’s Bluff, St. Paul with the mission to advocate
for the community, advise government, provideinformation, and undertake action
to promote, cultivate, and set in motion conditions, programs, and ideas for the
recreational, housing, educational, economic, and social needsfor the betterment
of the community. The organization provides programs and services such as
crime prevention, citizen participation, recycling, neighborhood clean up, code
enforcement, green space, buckthorn removal, business entrepreneur classes, and
nei ghborhood hometoursto the community.

If you would like to make a contribution to support the organization and its
efforts, please send your tax-deductible donation to, 789 East Seventh Street, St.
Paul, MN 55106. We are also looking for board and committee members. If
you have some spare time and want to make adifference, contact us at 651-772-
2075. Community of color members are strongly encouraged to participate.

To learn more about the Dayton’s Bluff Community Council, please visit our
website at: www.daytonsbl uff.org

Remembering President Ronald Reagan

By Nachee Lee

When | came to this country in the 1980s | had no idea who Ronald Reagan was.
The first time | saw him on TV, as a new refugee who didn’t understand or speak a
word of English, by the look of Reagan’s face and presentation my instinct told me
that he would be special and a lot of people would like and respect him. Later, |
learned that he was the president of this country, and he was also a movie star.

Since I’ ve learned more about Ronald Reagan | started to watch some of his movies.
As ayoung person | always idolized and was intrigued by cowboy movies. Ronald
Reagan is one of my cowboy idols next to Paul Newman. Personally, I’m not aperson
who is involved much in the political arena, but | believe that Reagan had set a new
precedent for the Republican Party. In my spiritual belief, only good and holy people
tend to live and have along life. Reagan had lived 93 years on earth. To me, this says
alot.

On Friday, June 11, 2004, | showed my honor and respect to Ronald Reagan by
thinking about him while | was passing out flyers in the neighborhood. Many people
might have taken that day off from work to honor him, but | had to inform the residents
at Third Street and Griffith about a housing plan for the vacant lot next to Parkway
Little League. The housing plan isto build four new homes at the lot.

ELDER
(continued from page 6)

(Chorus)
Pick up, pick up, pick up
The trash in the neighborhood

Came to St. Paul on atrain, at night
Heading down the street from the
railroad depot

Saw my first streetcar

Wow! Couldn’t believeit

Without railroad tracks

how could that streetcar go
(Chorus)

We found our home

on the east side of the river

In Dayton’s Bluff

asmall town of it's own

Not far from Upper Swede Hollow
Thisis the place we now call home
(Chorus)

Itls a place, you can be yourself

The kind of place we are looking for
Where people seem to get along
with each other

Trust and respect. We have that more.
(Chorus)

| want you to be the best you can be
To know your neighbors

to create community

Take back the streets

plant flowers in the boulevard

Pick up the trash and junk

it's not that hard

(Chorus)

| like to write, it's my favorite thing
For the District Forum

the voice of community

I like to learn about things | don’t know
We will work together to make it so
(Chorus)

Words & music by Ms. Virginia Kressin's
third grade class of Dayton!s Bluff
Achievement Plus Elementary School
and Larry Long.



